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CARDIFF ROAD, BARRY 
INDUSTRIAL ESTATES 

More than meets the eye! Pages 20-22 


BRIDGEND INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 

Business update... Pages 24-25 

Professionals - Just a stone’s throw away! 


YSGOL IOLO MORGANWG PUPILS ARE 
ALL DRESSED UP FOR ST DAVID’S DAY 



Cowbridge 
mourns death 
of Meyrick 
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ROYAL 
SIGNALS 
MOVE TO 
ST ATHAN 

See full story on page 3 


ABOVE: 
Pupils at Ysgol 
lolo Morganwg 
were looking smart 
for St David’s 
Day last 
week, and GEM 
photographer 
Mike Wilcock 
was on hand to 
capture the 
moment for 
GEM readers! 


COWBRIDGE has lost one 
of its best-loved characters 
after the death of Meyrick 
O’Connor at the age of 102. 

Meyrick could be seen in the 
town every morning, making his 
way with his zimmer frame to the 
Bear Hotel, where he enjoyed a 
pint of beer with his many friends. 

One of those friends, Colin 
Evans, told The GEM: “Meyrick 
passed away peacefully last 
Sunday morning at the Princess of 
Wales Hospital. 

“He had been there for a month 
and during that time, more than 20 
people from Cowbridge visited 
him.” 

He said that Meyrick would 
have been 103 in April. 

He added that a date for the 
funeral had not been set, but it was 
likely to be in three weeks, so that 
all his family members could 
attend. 

The affection felt by people in 
Cowbridge for Meyrick was 
apparent on local social media, 
where one suggestion was that the 
forthcoming May Fayre should 
include a zimmer frame race in his 
honour, while another suggested 
re-naming it as the ‘Meyrick 
Fayre’! 



ABOVE: Meyrick on his 101st 
birthday, photographed outside the 
Bear Hotel by Mike Wilcock. 
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Please join us on 

SATURDAY 9th MARCH 

for Wine, Nibbles and Mooching ... 

Classics: Yankee Candles, Pip Studio 
and Kidorable for our little customers. 

Introducing our gorgeous new 

^adie & Section _ 

A must view for 
Mother’s Day and 
also an ideal 
excuse to treat 
yourself, ladies! 

Our very popular port-of-call is now bigger and better - Cheers! 

( 01446 ) 775523 

Find us behind the Town Hall, next to the car park 
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QUAKERS AND 
‘GAY MARRIAGE’ 


T HE ongoing 
public debate 
about ‘gay 
marriage’ appears 
to miss the point 
entirely as far as I 
can judge. 

The present situation 
is that Quakers, who 
themselves are largely 
heterosexuals, like most 
of us, would want to be 
able to carry out wed¬ 
ding ceremonies for les¬ 
bian and homosexual 
couples, who wish to 
enter into a permanent, 
responsible relationship, 
which marriage is 
declared to be, but the 
existing law prevents 
Quakers from doing so. 

My own opinion is 
that a change in law 
would be a great benefit 
to the couples, and espe¬ 
cially to any children 
they might have. But my 
own opinion has nothing 
whatever to do with the 


matter of ruling other 
people’s lives. It is not 
a matter of our approval 
or disapproval. 

The Quakers wish to 
have a religious ceremo¬ 
ny for these couples, 
which invokes the bless¬ 
ing of Almighty God 
upon their lives, dedicat¬ 
ed to each other. 

How can we justify a 
law which restricts the 
religious freedom of 
these good people from 
following their sincere 
beliefs? 

The law of the land is 
not there to feed or sat¬ 
isfy my prejudices 
against anyone, but 
rather to give freedom 
of conscience to all citi¬ 
zens, most especially in 
matters of their deepest 
faith and social unions, 
unless I can prove some¬ 
one will suffer personal 
damage from the conse¬ 
quences. 

Neville Westerman, 
Brynna. 


When black and white 
GIs were kept apart 


I N January 2012, 
The GEM car¬ 
ried a lengthy 
article about the 
presence of black 
US soldiers in the 
Vale headed 
‘Remembering 
World War Two - 
when black US sol¬ 
diers were stationed 
in the Vale’. 

Although I did not 
live in the Vale at that 
time, my next door 
neighbour, the late Mrs 
Morgan, lived on Barry 
Island, before and 
throughout the war 
years. 

She remembered the 
special hut on the comer 
of Dyfrig Street, wired 
and connected to the 
lock gates below to 


‘blow them up’, should 
an invasion occur. 

More pertinently, she 
remembered the armada 
of ships that gathered in 
the ‘Barry Roads’, ready 
to sail to France on D- 
Day. 

One Naval ship 
departing from Barry 
carried on deck hundreds 
of American soldiers - 
black soldiers at the 
front - then three lines 
of MPs (military police) 
and, at the rear, white 
Americans. 

The MPs kept them 
separate (the American 
Army was organised in 
separate black and white 
regiments then) to stop 
them fighting each other 
on the way to liberate 
Europe! 

Christopher Short, 
Barry. 


COULD YOU 
TRAIN SOMEONE 
TO SAVE A LIFE? 

H EARTSTART UK, in association 
with the British Heart 
Foundation, will launch soon in 
the Vale. 

We are looking for volunteer trainers to deliver 
Heartstart courses to members of the public. 

If you feel that this is the opportunity you have 
been looking for to volunteer in your community 
and help to save lives, email: heartstartvaleofglam- 
organ@gmail.com. 

Ford Brazel, 

Scheme director/co-ordinator. 


W JAMES & SONS 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Fonmon, Rhoose, Near Barry 
Established 1860 

Independent family business with 
24 hours personal service covering 
Barry and the Vale of Glamorgan 



PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 

Tel Rhoose 
(01446) 710096 



IMPORTANT! We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail. 
LETTERS AND EMAILS MUST INCLUDE FULLADDRESSANDA CONTACT TELE¬ 

PHONE NUMBER. AN EMAIL ADDRESS ALONE IS NOT SUFFICIENT! 

We will (in certain circumstances) protecta writer’s identity, if requested. Please keep your 
letters BRIEF and address them to: The Editor, Don John, at Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7E OR email gemeditorial@tindlenews. co.uk 


‘WHERE IS SCHOOL 
CLOSURE REPORT?’ 


H OPEFULLY, by the time that this 
letter appears, the Vale Council’s 
cabinet will have decided not to 
close any of the schools that had been 
under threat. 

The campaigns mounted by the three schools 
have certainly been effective, but it is worth per¬ 
haps looking at how this situation has come about. 

The Lifelong Learning Scrutiny Committee set 
up a ‘task and finish’ group which appears to have 
looked at the issue of school places in some detail. 

This group consisted of five members, three 
from the ruling coalition. They reported back to the 
full committee with a report which recommended, 

Questions remain 
on school closures 


among other things, the closure of three schools. 

When this was considered on January 21, the 
report and its recommendations were backed and 
referred to cabinet. 

The full committee consists of 10 members, six 
of whom come from the ruling coalition, five 
Labour and one Llantwit First. So very nearly a 
quarter of the coalition support (supported?) clo¬ 
sure. 

Subsequently, I understand that the head teacher 
and chairman of governors of Llancarfan Primary 
School (and I suspect the two other schools) were 
requested to attend a meeting with officers to be 
informed of the proposed closure. 

They were asked not to disclose what they had 
been told. The chairman of governors of Llancarfan 
Primary School was not prepared to withhold this 
information from her governing body. 

If she, and others, had done what they had been 
asked, then there would have been no campaigns 
and perhaps no change of heart. 

This was how the story was ‘leaked’. The inter¬ 
esting thing about the meeting when the head 
teacher and chairman of governors of Llancarfan 
School were informed of the intention was that 
Coun Chris Elmore, the cabinet member for chil¬ 
dren, was also present. What was his role and posi¬ 
tion at this time? 

Presumably he was aware of why the meetings 
were taking place and therefore, why did he allow 
them to go ahead, and therefore cause so much 
uncertainty and distress, if he did not support clo¬ 
sure? 

Finally, the scrutiny report which is going to 
affect the lives of the Vale’s children in many ways 
is still not in the public domain. When are we going 
to know what was, and what still is, proposed? 

Gordon Kemp, Walterston 

‘Don’t kick Oak Field 
as it gets off the floor’ 


T HE closure 
cloud hang¬ 
ing over Oak 
Field School has 
now been lifted, but 
the political parties, 
particularly 
Labour, have a lot 
of questions to 
answer about caus¬ 
ing anxiety within 
our community. 

From what I can tell, 
the issue of surplus 
places in primary 
schools has been around 
for some time, initially 
raised by the Welsh 
Government, and proba¬ 
bly kicked into the long 
grass by the previous 
Tory council. 

However, the way the 
Labour-led council has 
handled this matter has 
been a shambles. 

They have empha¬ 
sised that it was a scruti¬ 
ny committee making 
the recommendations to 
close three schools - 


1 READ with 
some dismay 
that the Vale 
Council is now 
planning a council 
charge hike of 4.8 
per cent on the peo¬ 
ple of the Vale; this 
does not include 
any further hikes in 
Barry Town 
Council’s charge - 
neither does it 
include any other 
charges from the 
police precept. 

This, just like Cardiff 
Council, is a Labour-led 
council. How on earth 
can they justify this 
enormous, disgraceful 
increase in council tax 
when the people are 
struggling to get by, day 
by day? 

More and more peo¬ 
ple are being dragged 
into the council tax sys- 


someone had decided 
that this issue should 
remain a confidential 
matter, thus tying the 
hands of other council¬ 
lors into the secret 
process (gagged, as one 
councillor described). 

Headteachers and 
chairs of governing bod¬ 
ies had also been told to 
keep the matter confi¬ 
dential - and when it 
was predictably leaked, 
the Labour leaders want¬ 
ed to just focus attention 
on the suspected leakers. 

Everyone involved 
knew the intention of the 
Vale Council to shut Oak 
Field School; neither 
Gibbonsdown councillor 
came out in support 
when the Gibbonsdown 
community needed them 
the most. 

I think it's fair to say 
they ‘toed the party line’ 
or chose the Labour 
party over the 
Gibbonsdown voters. 
Jeffrey Heathfield 
(FocusBARRY 
Supporter) 


tern due to cuts to bene¬ 
fits. We have a bed¬ 
room tax that’s coming 
in soon which will hit 
tens of thousands of 
people on housing ben¬ 
efit. Many thousands of 
people are taking huge 
pay cuts, including 
employees from the 
Vale Council. 

Thousands of people 
have not had a pay rise 
for over three years. 

Cardiff councillors 
are soon to vote on 
whether to receive top 
of the range iPads, 
along with Nokia 100 
mobile phones, and a 
colour laser printer. 

It’s about time Vale 
councillors stepped out 
of their plush offices 
and walked into the real 
world. 

DJ Radford, 

Barry. 


O NCE again, 
by not turn¬ 
ing up to the 
meeting regarding 
Oak Field School, 
Coun Curtis has let 
the people who 
elected him to office 
down. 

His letter to the par¬ 
ents of Oak field School 
takes the biscuit. 

He described the sur¬ 
plus places as ‘the ugly 
truth’ and also stated he 
‘had to declare an inter¬ 
est’ ; but other council¬ 
lors have expressed their 
views and voted when it 
comes to issues relating 
to their school. 

There are, of course, 
other ugly truths which 
would not have support¬ 
ed his position when he 
wrote this letter and not 
just the one that fits with 
his position when stick¬ 
ing to the party line 
before they hit the brick 
wall. 

Another one of those 
ugly truths is the coun¬ 
cil’s secrecy on school 
closures... 

Gibbonsdown is one 
of the most deprived 
areas in Wales and has 
just a few facilities. 
There is also the failure 
to appoint a school head 
for Oak Field in the past 
few years, but still the 


school has made good 
progress since its last 
inspection. 

They need support 
from this council and 
from the ward council¬ 
lors, not a kick when 
they are getting back up 
off the floor! 

Let’s not forget the 
ugly truth of building 
177 houses close to the 
school, as well as thou¬ 
sands more around the 
town. I suspect we can 
expect many more chil¬ 
dren on the Oak Field 
School site in the future. 

We are going to need 
more local schools - not 
cars, taxis and buses to 
transport these children 
to more distant loca¬ 
tions. 

Sadly, it seems that 
another ugly truth is 
when the people of the 
Gibbonsdown ward need 
the help of their elected 
representatives we 
should expect nothing - 
that way we won’t be 
disappointed. 

Let’s hope that at the 
next election the people 
of Gibbonsdown ward 
will have had enough of 
inaction and will vote 
for the candidates who 
truly care about the com¬ 
munity in which they 
live! 

Ann Crawley, 

Barry. 


Step into real world 


‘Stand up for your 
sport’ - GEM reader 


1 SEE that the 
attack on the 
Grand National 
and horse racing 
has started early 
this year - it seems 
the RSPCA are not 
happy with 40 run¬ 
ners, and having 
John McCririck as 
the only line of 
defence on the news 
item, does not help. 

Enough is enough - 
the powers that be 
should stop apologising 
and pandering to the 
likes of the RSPCA, 
who have lost their pur¬ 
pose and have become 
the mouthpiece of peo¬ 
ple who know very little 
about horse racing. 

The RSPCA wasted 
thousands of pounds on 
prosecution for fox hunt¬ 
ing, instead of spending 
money on the welfare of 
animals. 

It is the police who 
should prosecute if any 
laws have been breached 
- so it should be the 
people in charge of 
horse racing who should 
take the lead in horse 
welfare and stop pander¬ 
ing to the likes of the 
RSPCA and other organ¬ 
isations. 

I would urge all who 
love horses, owners, 
punters, jockeys etc to 
stop giving donations to 
the likes of the RSPCA 
and give to a new or 
existing charity that 
deals directly with horse 
welfare. 

Why continue to sup¬ 
port the RSPCA who 
want to stop all jump 


racing? Make no mis¬ 
take, their continued 
attack on the Grand 
National is just the start. 

They dislike your 
sport, but use your dona¬ 
tions to kill your sport. 
Stop committing suicide, 
stand up for your sport. 

I watched the news 
where three horses in a 
pen were stunned before 
slaughter during the 
recent horse meat crisis. 
Your aim should be: that 
no racehorse is sold for 
slaughter, using money 
raised by people in rac¬ 
ing to give to a new 
charity, instead of the 
RSPCA; any prizemoney 
over £30,000 deduct five 
per cent; ask bookmak¬ 
ers to make annual dona¬ 
tions to ensure and 
achieve the goal of no 
ex-racehorse being 
slaughtered. 

I am just an average 
Joe. I hate fox hunting, 
would never do it, but I 
am a city bloke and 
respect the right that 
‘country bumpkins’ do 
fox hunt. It was their 
heritage, same as I do 
not understand why 
some religions are 
allowed to kill animals 
as part of their religious 
culture. Not for me, but 
again I respect their right 
to do so. You do not see 
or hear of the RSPCA 
trying to stop animal 
sacrifice, but they are 
only too keen for your 
sport to be banned. 

Make no mistake, if you 
do not act now your 
sport will go the same 
way as fox hunting! 
Chris Herring, 

Barry. 


Watch out for the birds 


W E are currently passing through 
that time of year when the 
stresses and strains on our gar¬ 
den wildlife are at their worst. 

With temperatures regularily dipping below 
freezing and the wind and rain lashing anything in 
its path, any animals hoping to survive will need a 
regular supply of nutritious food. 

Recent reports suggest a marked decline in the 
number of our garden birds over the past 20 years, 
a drop of 44 million birds - that’s one fifth of our 
UK bird population! 

But we can all play a part in helping our birds 
survive this bitter winter weather, by putting out 
quality seed, fat balls, peanuts and mealworms in 
appropriate feeders. 

Coun Rob Curtis, 

Barry. 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL MARCH 14) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

07 Thur 

01.47 

7.9 

14.29 

7.7 

08 Fri 

03.13 

8.2 

15.47 

8.3 

09 Sat 

04.13 

8.9 

16.50 

9.1 

10 Sun 

05.12 

9.5 

17.33 

9.5 

11 Mon 

05.59 

9.9 

18.20 

9.8 

12 Tues 

06.41 

10.2 

18.55 

10.1 

13 Wed 

07.17 

10.2 

19.34 

9.9 

14 Thur 

07.55 

10.1 

20.11 

9.9 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should always check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 
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‘£50MILLION SPEND’ 


The Vale gets 
a boost as 
St Athan 
welcomes 
Royal Signals 


A TOTAL of 600 
soldiers and their 
families are coming 
to St Athan in a 
move that will see 
the Ministry of 
Defence (MoD) 
spending £50 mil¬ 
lion on infrastruc¬ 
ture improvements 
on the camp. 

More cash will be 
spent because a condi¬ 
tion of the move is that 
the Welsh Government 
should fund road 
improvements around 
the St Athan complex. 

Vale MP, Alun Cairns, 
has welcomed the news, 
and says it will secure 
the long-term future of 
the MoD base at St 
Athan. 

The 600 soldiers com¬ 
prise the Royal Signals, 
and the Vale’s gain will 
be Pembrokeshire’s loss, 
because the regiment is 
moving out of its 
Cawdor base, which will 
close. 

Mr Cairns said that 
the arrival of the regi¬ 
ment would give a mas¬ 
sive boost to the local 
community and wider 
economy. 

He said: “The 

announcement will guar¬ 
antee MoD funds in the 
area, with increased 
spend from soldiers 
through to contracts for 
local builders for struc¬ 
tural projects on site.” 

The move has come 
about after an MoD 
review considered the 
future of every military 


by PHILIP 
IRWIN 


base around the country 
to establish how each 
could match the chang¬ 
ing form and size of the 
armed forces. 

Mr Cairns said: “St 
Athan could have been 
closed for development 
purposes but it will 
become one of the UK’s 
key military bases.” 

He continued: 

“Winning the Royal 
Signals is a coup for St 
Athan. They are experts 
in electronic warfare 
which, along with the 
presence of Special 
Forces at the base, puts 
St Athan at the cutting 
edge of the changes to 
modem conflict 

“There is already 
much activity on site 
with the Special Forces, 
which has seen signifi¬ 
cant investment over 
recent years. 

“The nature of their 
role however, means that 
little information is 
shared with the wider 
community. 

“The announcement 
also means that Wales 
will get a larger propor¬ 
tion of the MoD spend. 

“The decisions have 
been made on military 
assessments but the sup¬ 
port from the communi¬ 
ties have also played a 
part. 

“I brought the Armed 
Forces Minister to look 
around the St Athan site 
and to meet key commu- 


Bridge results 

RESULTS for Cowbridge and District 
(Llanbleddian) Bridge Club for Tuesday, 
February 26: 

North/South: First, Pam Higgs and Brenda 
Grove, 66.27 per cent; second, Glenda Roberts and 
Amy Owen, 53.97; third, Mearl Owen and Debbie 
Rosevear, 53.17. 

East/West: First, Anne Hughes and Teri Pollard, 
70.63 per cent; second, Hugh Williams and Pauline 
Lane, 60.32; third, Margaret and Mostyn Bancroft, 
53.17. 

ME 


GENERAL 
REPAIRS & 
BUILDING WORK 



Broken Guttering? 
REPLACEMENT or RECLIPPING 
from as little as £60 


Bathroom Specialists 


Plumbing /Tiling / Carpentry etc. 

No job too small! 
'.fernDroDertvdeveloorr 


Tel: 


01656 665101 07927 652620 


nity leaders last October. 
The site spoke for itself 
but local councillors and 
community leaders 
played an impressive 
part by showing how 
welcoming we were to 
more activity within the 
MoD wire.” 

Vale AM Jane Hutt 
said: “St Athan and the 
surrounding community 
has a history of welcom¬ 
ing and supporting the 
Forces and their families 
who have been stationed 
in the Vale over the past 
century. 

“The news that the 
14th Signal Regiment 
will be stationed at St 
Athan is welcome, with 
the accompanying UK 
Government investment 
necessary. 

“Alongside the devel¬ 
opment of the Aerospace 
Business Park as part of 
the Welsh Government 
Enterprise Zone, this is a 
welcome boost to jobs 
and growth in the local 
economy.” 

Mr Cairns added: 
“As part of the arrange¬ 
ments, the Red Dragon 
Hanger will transfer to 
the Welsh Government 
for Aerospace use, as per 
their request. There is 
also a land swap with the 
Welsh Government to 
make better use of the 
site. 

“New facilities need 
to be built on site to 
accommodate the addi¬ 
tional numbers from the 
new regiment. 

“I also want to contin¬ 
ue to work with the sur¬ 
rounding communities 
to ensure that relations 
with the military fami¬ 
lies remain positive.” 

The Leader of the 
Welsh Conservatives, 
Andrew RT Davies AM, 
said: “I welcome the 
news that the long term 
future of the MoD base 
at St Athan has been 
secured. 

“This will be a huge 
boost for the local econ¬ 
omy.” 


Charity 

Zumbathon 

COWBRIDGE Leisure 
Centre hosts a 
Zumbathon on March 
23 from lpm-3pm in 
aid of Y Bont charity 
for children with dis¬ 
abilities. 

Tickets, £5, at the 
door. For further infor¬ 
mation, call 07724 
990310; or Cowbridge 
Leisure Centre (01446 
403000). 


Comprehensive leads way 
in development programme 





I'm 


WALES scrum 
half, Lloyd 

Williams, recently 
returned to his for¬ 
mer school, 

Cowbridge 
Comprehensive, to 
help launch the 
WRU Accredited 
Schools 
Programme which 
will reward schools 
for commitment to 
developing rugby at 
all levels. 

The scheme will rec¬ 
ognize and reward 
schools which: 

• Show a commit¬ 
ment to the develop¬ 
ment of rugby within 
the school through 
more fixtures, teams, 
playing and coaching 
opportunities; 

• Display an ambi¬ 
tion to compete in the 
WRU Colleges League 
or equivalent; 

• Are committed to 
delivering rugby lead¬ 
ership qualifications as 
part of the Welsh 
Baccalaureate; 

• Employ a member 
of staff with dedicated 
responsibility for 
rugby; 

• Support the provi¬ 
sion of rugby opportu¬ 
nities at its feeder pri¬ 
mary schools; 

• Support the deliv¬ 
ery of rugby in the 
wider community; 

• Create sustainable 
structures in the school 
to support rugby in the 
long term. 


Cowbridge 
Comprehensive is the 
first school in Wales to 
be recognised by the 
WRU in this way, and 
become a ‘WRU 
School of Rugby’, as a 
result of its hugely 
innovative approach 
and vision in develop¬ 
ing rugby within its 
organisation. 

The school has 
employed WRU devel¬ 
opment officer, former 
Wales B international 
Matt Silva, on a full 
time basis for two years 
as director of rugby, 
running physical, tacti¬ 
cal and technical pro¬ 
grammes; it has shown 
a commitment to all of 
the above criteria, and 
is investing in its gym 
and facilities so that 
any player selected as 
part of the WRU play¬ 
er development sys¬ 
tems in the Blues 
region can follow a 
strength and condition¬ 
ing and skills pro¬ 
gramme at school 
rather than having to 
undergo extensive reg¬ 
ular travel to another 
appropriate training 
centre. 

Cowbridge 
Comprehensive head¬ 
teacher, Mrs Debra 
Thomas, said: “We 
believe that pupils will 
greatly benefit from 
being able to develop 
high level rugby skills 
while continuing to 
pursue academic excel¬ 
lence under one roof. 
We are committed to 


ABOVE: Lloyd Williams, and pupils of Cowbridge Comprehensive, celebrate the 
school being awarded the status of being a ( WRU School of Rugby’. 

developing further our 
14-19 provision and 
facilities over the next 
few years and the part¬ 
nership will help to 
assist us in this jour¬ 
ney.” 

Schools fulfilling the 
above criteria can still 
apply for WRU accred¬ 
ited school status. 

Contact 
aevans@wru.co.uk for 
further details. Closing 
date is March 31. 


Bridge club 

VALE of Glamorgan bridge club, St 
David’s Day Sim Pairs, Monday February 
25 (21 pairs): 

1st. Mike Best & Kevin Maddox 66.30%; 2nd. 
Terry Reilly & John Evans 66.14%; 3rd Mary 
Moore & Jane Brook 65.05%; 4th. Alan Lewis & 
Terry Evans 61.13%; 5th. Debbie & Simon 
Richards 59.63%; 6th. Linda Pinnock & Marjorie 
Morris 59.19%. 

BS 



Would you like an honest, reliable, 
affordable, police checked 

CLEANER for your home. 

Typically £10.50 per hour inc. 

• Daily, weekly, etc. 

• Insurance provided. 

• All domestic cleaning undertaken. 

TIME FOR YOU 

DOMESTIC CLEANING 
01656 349296 bridgend@timeforyou.co.uk 
01443 625019 Miskin, Nr Cowbridge 


www.timeforyou.co.uk 


IDaurlbeirs 

172 


72 Eastgate 
Cowbridge 
01446 775107 


Colin & Rachel would like to welcome James 
Saunders, a new recruit to their professional team. 
James, a qualified enthusiastic stylist, is keen to bring 

TRENDY MODERN IDEAS 

to the younger clientele. 





OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK: 

Monday - Saturday 8.30am to 6pm 
Sunday 10am to 3pm 


Gents Cut. 

.£7.00 

Student/Pupils . 

.£7.00 

Clippers all over. 

.£5.00 

Children under 6 yrs/Seniors..£5.50 

Beard Trim . 

.£3.00 
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TB or not TB? THAT IS THE 
QUESTION FOR MANY FARMERS 


O VER the last 
week or two 
most of my 
time has been 
taken up with 
catching up on 
farm work. 

Spreading the winter 
stock of manure on the 
fields is the main job at 
the moment, having 
been prevented from 
doing so due to the 
extremely wet winter. 

However, much time 
has also been taken up 
with many and varied 
committee meetings, 
and the school gover¬ 
nors’ conference. 

Cowbridge in Bloom 
has also taken up some 
of my time with two 
emergency meetings 
called by the committee 
to address some urgent 
issues. 

Many of you will 
know that Cowbridge in 
Bloom was set up some 
20 years or so ago with 
the the sole purpose of 
providing the wonderful 
flowers that we have all 
come to almost take for 
granted along the 
avenue of lamp-posts in 
the town, as well as 


YOUNG chef, 
Chelsea Dawes of 
Llantwit Major 

School has won a 
place in the next 
round of the Rotary 
Young Chef compe¬ 
tition. 

A tightly-fought con¬ 
test for the Southern 
Wales District was host¬ 
ed by Builth Wells High 
School. Jodie Jackson 
(sponsored by the Builth 
Wells Club) was declared 
the winner, and Chelsea 
Dawes (sponsored by the 
Rotary Club of 
Cowbridge) the runner- 
up. 

Both competitors go 
forward to the regional 
final at Rugby College 
on Saturday, March 16 to 
compete for a place in the 
national final. 

The chief judge Peter 
James, who owns the 
Drover’s Arms 

Restaurant in Llanwrtyd 
Wells, commented on the 
excellent quality of the 
meals prepared and 


along the river bank and 
at various focal points 
along the route. 

The Cowbridge in 
Bloom committee is a 
long serving committee 
who have given their 
time completely volun¬ 
tarily for many years to 
organise the procure¬ 
ment of bulbs and 
plants, to maintain the 
hanging baskets and 
watering equipment, and 
plant all the flowers. 

The admin side is 
also voluntary, with the 
need for a treasurer, a 
chair and a secretary to 
deal with the correspon¬ 
dence and grant applica¬ 
tions. 

There are annual col¬ 
lections from traders in 
the town to be organ¬ 
ised, insurances to be 
covered and of course, 
the annual competition 
for the best flower dis¬ 
play throughout many 
different categories. 

Cowbridge in Bloom 
has, I am sure, inspired 
many, over the years to 
maintain their own addi¬ 
tional stunningly beauti¬ 
ful baskets, tubs and 
gardens all around the 
town in general, not just 


added: “Careers in the 
catering industry should 
be seriously considered 
by some of the contest¬ 
ants.” 

Rotary district gover¬ 
nor Bob Lewis echoed 
Peter’s comments and 
said that the students and 
their parents should be 
very proud of what they 
had achieved. He went 
on to thank the school for 
hosting the event, and 


in the High Street. 

A huge thank you 
must go out to all the 
founder and long stand¬ 
ing members who have 
given so much time over 
many years. 

Unfortunately, as time 
has gone by, one has to 
ask, Have people started 
to take the wonderful 
flowers and all the hard 
work involved in main¬ 
taining them for grant¬ 
ed? 

One should not forget 
that it is this uniform 
column of colour which 
enhances the town and 
encourages even more 
visitors to come to 
Cowbridge to try out the 
shops. 

Now, lamp-post 
brackets along the 
whole length of the 
town, have sadly started 
to rust and corrode, and 
the committee is strug¬ 
gling once again to find 
the necessary funds to 
cover the costs and keep 
Cowbridge in Bloom. 

More importantly 
than this we have a 
committee who are, 
respectfully, aging and 
have come to the point 
where the work 


complimented the Rotary 
Club of Builth Wells for 
the excellent way they 
had looked after all the 
visitors. 

The Rotary Young 
Chef competition is one 
of the many activities for 
young people organised 
by Rotary International. 
If you are interested in 
learning more or joining 
Rotary, please contact 
your local club. 



by Coun Nicola 
Thomas, Mayor 
of Cowbridge 
with 

Llanblethian. 

involved, although not 
great, and not too 
demanding over the 
course of a year, has 
become too much for 
many and we are there¬ 
fore, desperately seeking 
some new young blood 
to come in and help us 
keep going. 

The team organise a 
rota of volunteer water- 
ers who take it in turns 
to water all the hanging 
baskets and tubs from a 
mobile water bowser, 
which is filled at various 
points along the route. 

By putting together a 
substantial rota list, it 
means that any one per¬ 
son does not have to do 
more than two duties of 
a year. The committee 
meet around six times a 
year, so the time 
involved is not too dif¬ 
ficult to commit to. 

However, with cur¬ 
rent members mostly 
aged between 70 and 80 
years, they would be 
happy to help and 
advise any newcomers! 

If anyone reading this 
feels they have a small 
amount of time to come 
along and join the com¬ 
mittee or even join 
watering and planting 
rotas, you would be 
most welcome and 
appreciated by all. 

It was such a joy 
when the wife of a new 
couple joining the 
watering rota for the 
first time last year, said 
to me that they had thor¬ 
oughly enjoyed the 
experience, meeting 
people and chatting 
along the way and feel¬ 
ing the warmth of being 
a real part of the com¬ 
munity 

Do telephone me on 
(01446) 772630 and I 
will happily introduce 


you to the long-standing 
members. 

Another great organi¬ 
sation working to main¬ 
tain the historic beauty 
of Cowbridge is The 
Cowbridge Charter 
Trust and I was privi¬ 
leged to be invited along 
to their AGM recently, 
when a film show was 
given by Mr Harry 
Hailes, highlighting the 
wonderful work of the 
Trust in restoring and 
maintaining the Old 
Hall Gardens and the 
Old Town Walls. 

We were later given a 
presentation on future 
proposed projects, and a 
further film show pre¬ 
sented by a former 
Mayor, Mrs Linda 
Osborne, showing the 
large amount of volun¬ 
tary work put in by 
many of the members in 
keeping the Old Hall 
Gardens a beautiful and 
wonderful community 
space for all. 

Well done Cowbridge 
Charter Trust and I am 
sure everyone reading 
this will appreciate all 
that you do for 
Cowbridge. I for one 
have shown my support 
by joining the Charter 
Trust and look forward 
to any future involve¬ 
ment. 

Llanblethian 
Community Support 
Group also deserves a 
mention here, another 
great community group, 
who get together for the 
good of the local com¬ 
munity in Llanblethian 
itself. 

We are indeed so 
lucky to live in a town 
with such community 
spirit and so much vol¬ 
untary involvement with 
people who care and are 
prepared to give of their 
time for the wellbeing 
and joy of others. 

We were recently 
informed at the last full 
council meeting by 
Inspector Sidford (the 
recent replacement for 
the well thought of 
Inspector Mark Taylor, 
now retired), that 
Cowbridge police sta¬ 
tion has now been refur¬ 
bished and is once again 
in operation. 

However, it is not a 
public police desk, but a 
headquarters for over 30 
public protection offi¬ 
cers, with a duty room 
for the local police offi¬ 
cers on the beat to use 
as a base. 

This came as wel¬ 
come news, as many 
had feared the police 
presence in the area was 


Chelsea clears 
another hurdle in 
Young Chef event 



Chelsea Dawes of Llantwit Major School. 


A visit from quizwiz Gwerfyl 


Garden needs 


slowly evaporating from 
the town of Cowbridge. 
So, it was reassuring to 
know that it was actual¬ 
ly becoming more 
intense, albeit in a dif¬ 
ferent way. 

I include this in my 
column this week 
because I was surprised 
to learn that some local 
shopkeepers were not 
aware that the 
Cowbridge Police 
Station had ever closed, 
and I recently witnessed 
someone telling a pen¬ 
sioner to go to the 
police station on 
Westgate, which had 
long since closed. 

To this end, I 
enquired of Inspector 
Sidford, what was the 
best course of action for 
elderly members of the 
community, who found 
lost property but did not 
have the means to travel 
to Barry or Bridgend to 
leave such lost property 
for collection, as it 
seems that with the clo¬ 
sure of the public desks 
at both Cowbridge and 
Llantwit Major, these 
main stations were their 
only port of call. 

Inspector Sidford 
agreed to take this mat¬ 
ter back to her depart¬ 
ment and investigate the 
possibility of setting up 
some form of central 
point in the town, where 
such items could be left 
for collection by the 
police or members of 
the public who had lost 
them. 

Well we are already, 
by the time you read 
this, one full week into 
March, how the time 
just flies by. Back on 
the farm, I have the 
dreaded annual TB Test 
to look forward to later 
in the month so will be 
anxiously awaiting the 
outcome of this. 

Will my beloved, full 
pedigree, beef cows who 
I have cared for and 
nurtured, along with 
their dams, grand dams 
and great grand dams, 
over the past 20 years 
be condemned to death? 

Or will they once 
more be allowed to ven¬ 
ture out, for the first 
time this year, to enjoy 
once more the spring 
grass with their new 
born calves? 

One thing is for sure, 

I will not get much 
sleep between now and 
the day of the test 
results thinking of the 
outcome, as is the way 
for livestock farmers 
everywhere. 


tools 


AT the February meeting of the 
Cowbridge Friendship Club, a 
warm welcome was given to 
Gwerfyl Gardiner who described 
in great detail, with humorous 
anecdotes, her experiences in tak¬ 
ing part in various quiz shows, 
starting from an early age with 
Top of the Form, as a 12-year-old 
school girl from Bangor. 

Then it was onwards and upwards 
with such shows as Eggheads, where 
Gwerfyl was part of a WI team which 
came first, and then the ultimate chal¬ 
lenge, with Anne Robinson on The 
Weakest Link beating all other contest¬ 
ants to win. 


Next, it was the turn of the mem¬ 
bers, where four were duly ‘selected’ 
as contestants for a ‘Weakest Link’. In 
a friendly environment, with no lights 
or cameras, the contestants still found 
it hard, knowing the answers to the 
other questions but when it came to 
their own, the mind went blank! 

We could all appreciate then what an 
achievement it was for Gwerfyl to 
actually win The Weakest Link. 

We always have a variety of activi¬ 
ties at our meetings, so if you or any¬ 
one you know would like to join our 
friendship club, where transport is pro¬ 
vided, please telephone 01656-668446. 

Pat Smith 
(Leader) 


THE Miri Mieri 
Family Garden began 
a makeover last 
autumn, thanks to 
help from four won¬ 
derful Duke of 
Edinburgh Award vol¬ 
unteers, but the winter 
weather has been too 
bad to complete the 
changes. 

Now that Spring is in 
the air, three generations 
of a Llantwit family are 
working to create a new 
vegetable growing bed, 
digging an area that has 
been somewhat compact¬ 


ed, and improving it with 
their own chicken- 
manure. 

Meanwhile herbs and 
insect-attracting plants 
are being grouped near 
the fence so that users of 
the playground can enjoy 
smelling them. All this 
will allow more space for 
a tiny wildflower mead¬ 
ow, to encourage even 
more biodiversity in the 
garden. 

Do you know some¬ 
one who is no longer an 
active gardener, with a 
shedful of once-loved, 
but now unused tools? 


Even a spare spade 
would be very wel¬ 
come...! 

We are also on the 
look-out for a safe 
weather-proof store, such 
as a bunker, to keep the 
tools at the garden. If 
you can help us, please 
call 07804 624795. 

Miri Mieri people will 
be at Transition 
Llantwit's ‘Seedy 

Saturday’ on March 9 
(10.30am -1pm) so bring 
your children along to 
this free event and pick 
up some seeds to take 
home. ANNIE PAINE 


Vale pub 
just misses 
out on 
Royal visit 


A VALE pub just 
missed out on a 
Royal visit last 
week, when Prince 
Charles had to 
amend his St 
David’s Day sched¬ 
ule. 

The Cross Inn in 
Llanblethian, 
Cowbridge, had been 
keeping a secret for 
some time, as it was 
hoped that Prince 
Charles would use the 
visit to highlight one of 
his community projects. 

The landlord at the 
Cross Inn, Arthur 
O’Leary, told The GEM: 
“The idea came from 
Creative Rural 

Communities (CRC), 
which runs the ‘Pub is 
the Hub’ scheme - some¬ 
thing that HRH supports. 

“The Cross Inn has 
joined this scheme and 
CRC invited Prince 
Charles - and we were 
all surprised when his 
office accepted and sug¬ 
gested a visit on St 
David’s Day!” 

The ‘Pub is the Hub’ 
scheme encourages pubs 


to diversify and serve 
more of the needs of its 
community. 

As a result, the Cross 
Inn has opened a village 
store, selling items such 
as groceries, soft drinks, 
bread, milk, butter, 
sweets, and cigarettes. 

The shop also offers 
items from the restaurant 
kitchen, including mar¬ 
malades, desserts, 
quiche and biscuits for 
coffee. 

Mr O’Leary added: 
“All these are prepared 
in our kitchen, which 
has been endorsed with 
two consecutive envi¬ 
ronmental health grade 5 
awards.” 

He added: “It was 
unfortunate that Prince 
Charles was unable to 
get here, but we are 
keeping the commemo¬ 
rative plaque, tape and 
scissors just in case he 
may be in the area and 
have a spare 10 min¬ 
utes!” 



COMMUNITY 

NEWS 

TREOES, LLANGAN 
& ST MARY HILL 
Your local correspondent is 
Nancy Davidge, “Tynewydd’ > , 
Llangan. (01656) 860303 


Saint’s day 

THIS year’s concert 
celebrating our patron 
Saint David, was indeed 
the best ever, with a 
full-size screen showing 
the many aspects of 
Llangan school. 

A film showing the 
four countries of the UK 
was acted out on stage, 
with the Scots lad giving 
it a whirl in his colourful 
kilt! 

The whole school 
began the concert with 
‘Proud to be Welsh’ and 
golden daffodils. Nursery 
and reception sang two 
songs - ‘Bore Da’ and ‘I 
like the flowers’. These 
tiny tots never cease to 
amaze me in the progress 
they make in the first 
months at the school. 

All the children played 
their part in the concert - 
too numerous to mention 
by name! ‘Wales Bard 
winner’ Jasmine Silk’s 
crown was placed by for¬ 
mer school headteacher, 
Mary Noyes, who also 
provided the music for 
the concert. 

Mary received a very 
warm welcome from par¬ 
ents and former col¬ 
leagues. 

Following the main 
concert, children enjoyed 
Welsh cakes and waited 
for their handwriting 
(year 1-6); creative writ¬ 
ing (years 3-6); art 
results (nursery); year-6 
home task results and 
overall scores. 

My thanks to everyone 
at the school, especially 
headteacher Steve 


Williams, for the warm 
welcome extended to me 
on my frequent visits. 

Village link 

HOW do we safeguard 
the treasures of Wales? 
This is the theme by 
local Treoes resident 
Gareth Williams, one of 
the trustees of the 
Museum of Wales. 

Go along to the reno¬ 
vated Old School House 
at St Canna’s, Llangan, 
on March 13 at 7.30pm. 
Entry £2. 

Flooding in 
Elasto Lane 

A RESIDENT of 
Llangan can often be 
seen walking his two 
small dogs through the 
lanes and one of his 
favourite walks is along 
Elasto Lane. 

Over the past weeks, 
the area has become 
impossible due to flood¬ 
ing. Since the dry spell, 
the water has receded, 
leaving a lane of sea of 
mud - more rain and the 
problem will return. 

Saron Chapel 

THE service which took 
place at Treoes on 
Sunday, March 3 was 
attended by just 16 peo¬ 
ple. 

I know it is difficult to 
encourage villagers to 
leave the warmth of their 
homes to attend services 
at this time of the year, 
but it must be rather dis¬ 
couraging for those who 
put so much time and 
energy into keeping 
Saron open. 
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Return of the Swansea showman! 

VERNON’S ENCORE 
AT BARRY ISLAND 


REPORTS of the 
demise of Barry 
Island’s Pleasure 
Park have been 
greatly exaggerated 


by TIM CHAPMAN 


He told The GEM: “We should have 15 

“We will be starting to rides ready for Easter, 
set up things this week- including the ‘Reverse 
end and will open the Bungee’ ride, which 
Swansea-born weekend before Easter - comes from Gloucester 


showman Vernon 
Studt has pledged to 
return to the resort 
for another summer 


Saturday, March 23 and and was featured two 
Sunday, March 24.” years ago.” 

Vernon has used all his Part of the confusion 
powers of persuasion to as to whether Vernon and 
get his colleagues in the the funfair would return 
fairground business to was due to the TV series 
Vernon has become a bring back their attrac- ‘Summer in Wales’ 
popular character on the tions for another holiday which showed the 
Island in recent summers, season. Pleasure Park sign being 

personally welcoming “The weather was so pulled down, 
many of the day-trippers bad last year - but I’ve It led people to think 
and tourists eager to have told them it wasn’t just the planned new devel- 
a go on the rides he Barry that suffered, they opment was about to go 
brings to the Island. suffered elsewhere too. ahead. 

Vernon explained: 
“People in Swansea saw 
the programme and 
thought the rides in Barry 
Island had closed down 
for good, but I explained 
that wasn’t the case until 
all the planning had gone 
through.” 

Steeped in the fair¬ 
ground tradition 
Vernon’s great-great 
Uncle Jacob brought 
rides to the Island in the 
1800s - he refuses to be 
downhearted by last 
year’s poor summer. 

“Last summer was a 
disaster. We lost four 
major Bank Holidays, 
but it can’t be as bad as 
that again.” 


Lifeboaters turn 
up trumps! 


SIXTY avid bridge 
players invaded the 
Glass Room in 
Atlantic College, St 
Donats for an after¬ 
noon of party 
bridge on Friday. 

With a delicious tea 
prepared and served by 
the ladies of the Llantwit 
Major committee at half 
time, an enjoyable game 
of bridge raised £566 for 
the Lifeboats. 

Branch chairman 


Caroline Leonard said: 
“It is a double record this 
year. The largest number 
of players and the great¬ 
est profit from our 
bridge afternoons. We 
are thoroughly satis¬ 
fied.” 

She then presented 
prizes to the winner, 
Colin Easterbrook and 
Pat Long, who was sec¬ 
ond. The booby prize of 
a half-dozen eggs for 
“the longest sitter” went 
to Tony Hooper. 

ES 



ABOVE: Vernon Studt is maintaining a family 
fairground tradition on Barry Island that goes 
as far back as the 1800s. 


Pleasure Park owner 
Ian Rogers has run a 
lease agreement with 
Vernon in recent years 
while details are finalised 
on an indoor leisure com¬ 
plex and residential 
accommodation on the 
site. 

Vernon is more than 
happy with his Pleasure 
Park encore, and added: 
“When there’s sunshine 
at Barry Island, the peo¬ 
ple will always turn up 
and everyone’s spirits 
improve.” 


NEW 

CONCERT 

DATE 

THE performance by 
Robin and Bina 
Williamson, which was 
cancelled due to unfore¬ 
seen circumstances, will 
now take place at The 
Little Shop of Calm in 
Cowbridge on Saturday, 
April. 27 at 8pm-11pm. 
Tickets available at the 
shop. 


A St David’s Day 
protest from pupils 



ABOVE: Llancarfan Primary pupils present the petition 
on St David’s Day. 

THE Friends of heart, and a reduction in also presented to the 


Llancarfan Primary 
School presented a 


the social and economic counc ji ” 
diversity of secondary ’ . . 

schools in the county. ^ decision on school 
“Signatures were admission arrangements 
gathered from across the is expected at a council 
area, not just Llancarfan 

and district, and 148 let- cabmet meetln S later 
ters of objection were this month. 


Big Maths 


petition with nearly 
500 signatures to 
the Vale Council on 
St David’s Day. 

March 1 was the clos¬ 
ing date for responses to 
the council’s consulta¬ 
tion on plans to change 
secondary school admis¬ 
sion arrangements in the 
Vale. 

Jim Barratt of Friends 
of Llancarfan Primary 
School, said: “The peti¬ 
tion opposed proposals 
which would end the 
existing feeder system 
and threaten schools like 
Llancarfan Primary with 
closure. 

“The petition outlined 
a number of objections 
including the effect of 
changes on school tran¬ 
sition, likely damage to 
rural communities with 
local schools at their 


LAST week, par¬ 
ents and guardians 
of children at St 
David’s Church-in- 
Wales Primary, 
Colwinston, attend¬ 
ed a presentation to 
find out more about 
‘Big Maths’ - an 
initiative recently 
introduced to sup¬ 
port the develop¬ 
ment of number 
skills throughout 
the school. 

Following a brief 


introduction by teaching 
staff, small groups of 
children introduced Big 
Maths characters, 
demonstrated games and 
activities, and explained 
how Big Maths was 
helping them to learn in 
class. 

They really showed 
what talented mathe¬ 
maticians they are! 

A very positive 
response was received 
from parents.. .who even 
enjoyed taking part in a 
‘Big Maths Beat That’ 
challenge. 

LR 


Escape the Rain 
Fly Vueling to Spain. 



Fly direct from Cardiff to 
Malaga, Alicante, Majorca & Barcelona 

Book your 2013 fl»ghts at 

www.vueling.com 

Cardiff airportB 
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Ysgol Iolo Morgan wg pupils all 
dressed up for St David’s Day 


— 




' t* 


sgt 


Bonnets, rugby tops and Red Dragon flags were to the jore 
when Ysgol Iolo Morganwg pupils marked St David’s Day. 


Pupils score in 
table tennis event 



ABOVE: 

Llangan pupils entered the Welsh Primary School Table Tennis 
Championship held at the National Sports Centre, Cardiff. 


LLANGAN 
Primary School 
recently became 
involved in a new 
sport when, for the 
first time, they 
entered the Welsh 
Primary School 
Table Tennis 
Championship held 


Holy Land 

OGMORE Retired 
Residents Association 
met at All Saints, 
Southerndown, on 
Thursday, February 21 
when the speakers for 
the afternoon were 
Geoff and Rhiannon, 
showing a film of their 
visit to the Holy Land. 

The next meeting will 
be held on March 7 at the 
same venue when a talk 
will be given by Linda 
Feagan of the Dogs 
Trust, Bridgend. 

All are welcome to 
attend. 

St David’s 
Day 

ST DAVID’S DAY was 
celebrated in style in 
Wales this year, but 
none more so than in St 
Brides when the pri¬ 
mary school and the 
playschool had a con¬ 
cert with the children 


at the National 
Sports Centre, 
Cardiff. 

Two teams, compris¬ 
ing David Avery and 
Wil O’Connor, together 
with Thomas O’Connor 
and Ethan Emery, repre¬ 
sented the school. 

Thirty-six teams 
competed in a full day 
of competition, each 


in Welsh costume, also 
the mothers and tod¬ 
dlers group. 

Talent 

NOSON Lawen was an 
evening in the church 
hall with excellent local 
entertainment - what 
talent exists in the 
parish! A good time 
was had by all. 

Tea and Chat contin¬ 
ued the celebrations with 
daffodils be-decking the 
tables and Welsh cakes 
for refreshment. 

Market Day 

THE village market 
will take place in St 
Brides church hall on 
Saturday, March 9 at 
10.30am-12pm. 

If you would like a 
stall, please telephone 
01656 880652, or call in 
at the village library in 
the hall on Wednesday or 
Friday. 


team playing ten match¬ 
es. At the end of an 
exciting but exhausting 
day, David and Wil 
were narrowly beaten 
into fourth place, an 
astonishing result as the 
boys have only recently 
taken up the sport and 
were competing against 
some very experienced 
players. 

Thomas and Ethan 
also did Llangan proud 
and were awarded the 
trophy for ‘Team of the 
Day’, for being great 
competitors and show¬ 
ing great sportsmanship. 

The boys would like 
to thank their coach 
Philip Avery for inspir¬ 
ing them to take up the 
sport and for his time 
and patience coaching 
them over the last few 
weeks. 

After such a success¬ 
ful competition, 

Llangan are now hoping 
to start a table tennis 
club and build on the 
success of their first 
table tennis competition. 

Mr Williams, head¬ 
teacher, said: “The boys 
demonstrated resilience 
in taking on a new sport 
and competing at such a 
high level so early on in 
their table tennis career. 

I am particularly proud 
of their sportsmanship 
and great attitude 
towards their team¬ 
mates and other team 
members.” 

Reported by 
Wil O’Connor 
Year 6 


COMMUNITY NEWS 

ST BRIDES MAJOR 

Your local correspondent is 
Patricia Bevan-Morgan 
(01656) 880418 


Handmade yarns 
a tale of retirement 


THE monthly meet¬ 
ing of St Hilary WI 
was held on 
February 12 in the 
village hall and as 
the guest speaker 
had already 
arrived, it was 
decided to start the 
meeting with Mrs. 
Eirwen Godfrey 
and her talk titled 
‘Handmade Yarns’. 

Mrs Godfrey first 
asked how many mem¬ 
bers were knitters. 
Several members admit¬ 
ted to being either cur¬ 
rent or lapsed knitters. 

She went on to say 
that she had started knit¬ 
ting many years ago, 
but has now gone back 
to it, making lace knit¬ 
ting and wool dyeing her 
retirement venture. 
Apparently, the internet 
has opened up great pos¬ 
sibilities, bringing 
together many avid knit¬ 
ters all round the world. 

Eirwen has her own 
web-site, Knitwitches 
Yarns. She brought sev¬ 
eral of her beautiful 
shawls for members to 
see and touch and also a 
wide selection of wools 
to show the diversity of 


materials available. 

She had no basic wool 
samples, as she only 
deals with luxury yams 
such as cashmere, silk, 
kid mohair and merino 
with mixtures such as 
alpaca-silk, baby camel- 
silk and cashmere-silk. 

Eirwen explained that 
yam dyeing is both tir¬ 
ing and time-consuming, 
but very rewarding. She 
also insisted that lace 
knitting is easy, but not 
all members were con¬ 
vinced. One would need 
a great deal of patience 
to be successful. 

It was mentioned that 
the AGM will be on 
May 14 and then there 
was discussion on which 
date to hold the St 
Hilary WI’s 81st birth¬ 
day meal. 

It was suggested that 
lunch would be prefer¬ 
able to dinner during the 
darker evenings and it 
took some discussion to 
find a date convenient to 
most members. 

The final decision was 
lunch on Wednesday, 
March 6 at the Bush Inn, 
St Hilary. The next 
meeting will be held at 
2pm on March 12 in the 
village hall. SD 


‘Pickle’ is 
in a pickle 



ABOVE: Pickle the pussycat. 


THE GEM is help¬ 
ing the Cats 
Protection adoption 
centre in 

Bryncethin to find 
loving homes for 
their ‘guests’. 

This week’s ‘Cat of 
the Week’ is ‘Pickle’, 
who has this to say. 

“Hello, my name is 
Pickle and I sadly came 
back to the centre as my 
owner had a change in 
circumstances and 
couldn’t care for me any¬ 
more. 

“I have struggled 
being back here and I'm 
finding it difficult to set¬ 


tle in. The staff have 
spent a lot of time me 
and I am starting to come 
out of myself and enjoy 
having some fuss and 
attention. 

“I need to be back in a 
normal home environ¬ 
ment for my true loving 
personality to shine. Will 
someone please consider 
adopting me?” 

Contact Cats 

Protection, Bridgend 
Adoption Centre, Pant 
Hirwaun, Bryncethin, 
Bridgend, CF32 9UJ. 
Telephone 01656 726 
621 or e-mail brid- 
gend.manager 
@ cats.org.uk 


Local farmers 
reject claims 
they have 
neglected cows 



\ 



ABOVE: 

A cow pictured at Brook Farm 
on March 5. 


by TIM 
CHAPMAN 


TWO brothers, who 
live in the village of 
Llanmaes, have 
rejected claims that 
the cows on their 
farms have been 
neglected through 
the winter. 

Robert and Gwyn 
Bassett of Brook Farm 
and Frampton Farm told 
The GEM that the cows 
had been fed properly, 
but had faced unusually 
severe weather. 

We approached the 
brothers after a number 
of people had raised con¬ 
cerns with The GEM as 
to the welfare of the herd. 
They claimed a number 
had died. 

The GEM asked Mr 
Robert Bassett whether 
the herd had been neg¬ 
lected in the last few 
weeks. 

Mr Bassett explained: 
“It has been such a wet 
winter they have been 
using up their energy 
keeping warm. 

“They have been get¬ 
ting plenty of food. 

Wick 

meeting 

THE Vale Council’s 
cabinet will be 
holding a ‘commu¬ 
nity’ question and 
answer session in 
Wick on 

Wednesday, March, 
13, from 7pm to 
8.30pm in Wick 
Community Centre. 

Leader of the 
Council, Coun Neil 
Moore, explained: 

“The community cabi¬ 
net meetings have 
proved so popular in 
our large towns, we 
decided that we should 


They’ve been fed twice a 
day.” 

Mr Bassett said that 
they didn’t have enough 
buildings to shelter all 
the cows and that they 
would seek shelter beside 
hedgerows, but the rain 
had been so heavy it was 
bound to have had an 
effect on them. 

He said: “Last winter 
it was not as wet as this 
and we didn’t have these 
problems.” 

The GEM asked how 
many cows had died and 
Mr Bassett replied: “I 
can’t say off-hand, but it 
is a small percentage.” 

The GEM pointed out 
that local people had 
been concerned by what 
they had seen. 

Mr Bassett said: “I can 
understand that, if people 
are looking from the gate 
and see all the mud and 
it’s so wet. 

“The ground has now 
dried out a lot and things 
are improving.” 

The GEM told Mr 
Bassett that we under¬ 
stood that government 


vets had visited the 
premises. He said vets 
had been “monitoring the 
situation”. 

Local people say they 
have been in touch with 
the Animal Health and 
Veterinary Laboratories 
Agency to voice their 
fears, and The GEM 
approached the agency 
for a response. 

A spokesman for the 
agency told The GEM: 
“AHVLA takes all alle¬ 
gations of breaches of 
animal welfare legisla¬ 
tion seriously and all are 
investigated as a matter 
of urgency. However we 
are unable to comment 
on individual cases. 

“Where welfare prob¬ 
lems are found, advice or 
warnings are usually suf¬ 
ficient to bring about sat¬ 
isfactory improvements. 

“However, where nec¬ 
essary and where the evi¬ 
dence is available, the 
local authority, as the 
appropriate enforcement 
agency, may initiate 
prosecution action for 
welfare offences.” 


News in brief 

Art society 

ON Thursday, March 14, Cowbridge Art 
Society will welcome Cardiff artist Mary Jolley, 
whose work is in collections worldwide, who will 
give a presentation of her work and lead a practi¬ 
cal session in encouraging members to create an 
abstract image from a realistic scene. 

The society meets on Thursday evenings at the 
Old Hall, Cowbridge, 7pm-9pm. Visitors are wel¬ 
come. For full programme see www.cowbridgeartso- 
ciety.com. 


visit the Vale’s smaller 
communities too. We 
aren’t taking the full 
cabinet meetings to the 
Vale’s villages, instead 
we have decided to 
organise question and 
answer sessions.” 


Church concert 

ST CADOC’S Church, Cowbridge, welcomes the 
BellaDonna choir, directed by Geoff Howells for a 
Lenten choral evening on Sunday, March 17 at 
7pm. All are welcome; tickets £8 available from 
Richard (01446 773389), Deirdre (01446 793224) 
or from Barnes Cleaners, Cowbridge. Price 
includes an interval glass of wine. 
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Emily supporting 
her sister Kate in 
‘The Race for Life’ 


A MUM of four 
from Llantwit 
Major is running 
the ‘Race for Life’ 
event in Bridgend 
in support of her 
sister, who has 
breast cancer. 

Emily Wood (30) will 
be accompanied by her 
12-year-old daughter 
Morgan at the race on 
May 19. 

Emily explained: 
“My sister Kate 
Maytum, who lives in 
Maesteg, has had 
breast cancer and last 
year underwent 
chemotherapy. 

“When your sister 
has cancer, it really hits 
home. 

“I’ve decided to run 



Emily and daughter 
Morgan. 

UK and I’d like to 
raise as much aware¬ 
ness as possible for the 
cause.” 

Emily admits she is 
not the most sporty of 
people, but is deter- 


generate funds for 
research. 

She said: “I’m not a 
person who has done 
much exercise and 
Morgan will probably 
finish ahead of me.” 

Sister Kate has been 
supported through her 
illness by her partner 
Nick and children 
Megan (12) and Zak 
( 8 ). 

Emily’s link to her 
just giving page is: 
www.raceforlifespon 
sorme.org/emilywood7. 

People can also 
donate via text, all they 
need to do is text 
EMMZ48 then the 
amount to 70070. For 
example (EMMZ48 £1) 
and then send it on to: 


for Cancer Research mined to do her bit to 70070. 


NHS petition gathers 
a real head of steam 


LLANTWIT 
MAJOR businesses 
are getting behind a 
petition which insists 
that essential servic¬ 
es at the Princess of 
Wales Hospital, 
Bridgend, must be 
protected. 

The demonstration of 
public feeling is in 
response to fears that 
services could be down¬ 
graded, affecting people 
in the western Vale. 

Abertawe Bro 
Morgannwg University 
Health Board has 
emphasised that no deci¬ 
sions have been made 
about the Princess of 
Wales Hospital. 

The petition says resi¬ 
dents of Llantwit Major 
and district “strongly 
object to changes at A 
and E and maternity 
services at the Princess 
of Wales Hospital, and 
that it should be a centre 
of excellence for the 
public”. 


Coun Gwyn John 
said: “It is a town coun¬ 
cil supported petition 


and Coun John said he 
hoped to meet up with 
her soon to discuss peo- 


and there is a form at the pie’s concerns. 


town hall. 

“Businesses are lend¬ 
ing their support and 
people can also sign the 
petition at The 
Chocolate Box and the 


Coun John also point¬ 
ed out that the town 
council had written to 
the First Minister, 
Carwyn Jones to empha- 


vmocoiaie cox ana me sise the strength of feel _ 
flower shop on Boverton inB He add J. ..p eon|e 


If a business wants to 
‘host’ a petition form, 
they can get one at the 
town hall. 

“Local residents can 
also expect a visit from 


ing. He added: “People 
in Llantwit Major and 
district, St Athan and 
Cowbridge can all sign 
the petition.” 

The petition is also on 
Facebook and can be 


local councillors who are located by putting in 
giving people the oppor- ‘Llantwit Major Town 


tunity to sign too if they 
wish.” 

Vale AM Jane Hutt 
has been in touch with 
the local health board, 


Council NHS Petition’. 

People should not put 
their names on both the 
Facebook version and 
the hard copy one. 


Local rock choir members 
publicise Red Nose Day 


ON Monday, March 11, 
Rock Choir members from 
Cowbridge, Bridgend and 
Pontyclun will embark on 
an extra-special singing 
mission - to help raise 
money and awareness of 
Red Nose Day, which takes 
place on Friday, March 15. 

The stealthy singers will team 
up and head to the Quadrant 


Shopping Centre in Swansea. 

At 12 noon precisely they'll 
start serenading shoppers with the 
Eighties anthem ‘You’re The 
Voice.’ 

Local Rock Choir leader 
Stephanie Bailey explained: 

“This year, Red Nose Day is 
about doing something funny for 
money, and there are several 
fundraising themes, including 
‘entertain’, and ‘Go Eighties’. 

“We thought it would be a 


great idea to combine the two, by 
singing our own specially 
arranged version of the John 
Famham song. 

“We're hoping it will inspire 
people to donate money or organ¬ 
ise their own fundraising events 
for Red Nose Day.” 

It is the second year in a row 
that Rock Choir, the UK's largest 
contemporary choir, has support¬ 
ed Comic Relief. 


SISTERS’ CROSS¬ 
COUNTRY SUCCESS 


running 
sisters 
Alisha and 
Erin Hayes. 


LLANTWIT Major Comprehensive 
School sisters Erin (year-11) and Alisha 
(year-7) Hayes are pictured after winning 
the team gold medals at the recent Inter 
Regional Schools Cross Country 
Championships in Brecon. 

Both girls have also been selected to represent the 
South Wales region in the McCain Regional Cross 
Championships Birmingham on Saturday, March 9. 



SLOANgC? 



Monday - Saturday 10am - 4pm 

Gift Vouchers available 
We sell nothing over £40! 

8 Pound Field, Llantwit Major 
Vale of Glamorgan, Wales CF61 1 DL 

Tel: 01446 794642 
www.sloancompany.co.uk 
Follow us on Facebook/ 
SloanandCompany 


Did you know you can 
follow The GEM on Twitter? 

@gem_news 


NEED A TA XI? 

We will do our best to adapt to your every need, fron a long distance airport or holiday trip to a local shopping 
trip. All include the personal touch where all drivers will willingly help to the very best of their ability. 

Heritage Cars 



Private Hire Weddings Airport Transfers 

Corporate Events Any Distance Covered Shopping Trips 

4,6 & 8 SEATS - DAY OR NIGHT BY ADVANCED BOOKING 


( 01446 ) 79 31 31 

































8 - THE GEM 


www.facebook.com/slamorsansemwww.twitter.com/sem news 


CL 


Thursday, March 7th, 2013 


COWBRIDGE COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL SPORTS REPORT 


Netballers push county winners close! 



COWBRIDGE 
hosted the netball 
preliminary tourna¬ 
ment on February 
27 playing Corpus 
Christi and 
Plasmawr; both 
strong netball 
schools. 

We played Plasmawr 
first; the first half was 
very evenly matched fin¬ 
ishing 3-3. Alice Teague 
worked very hard at cen¬ 
tre against a taller girl 
intercepting several 
shots. 

In the second half 
Plasmawr went ahead 
and despite our best 
effort defending in the 
circle the score at full 
time was 5-3. 

Plasmawr played 
Corpus Christi, with 
Corpus winning com¬ 
fortably 12-4. 

We then played 
Corpus Christi; the girls 
played really well, inter¬ 
cepting and marking 
tightly. The score at half 
time was 4-2 to Corpus 
Christi and full time 
score 8-4. The girls 
should be very proud of 
their performance com¬ 
ing so close in score to 
last year’s county win¬ 
ners. 

Well done! 

Hockey 

IN preparation for the 
Cardiff and the Vale 
County Tournament 
final, the year-9 girls 
played a friendly 
match against St Cyres. 

The girls worked well 
putting pressure on St 
Cyres from the start. We 
had possession but it 
took well into the first 
half before we were able 
to score through Seren 
Allin. 

In the second half St 
Cyres were stronger and 
we had to work harder to 
win possession. Sian 
Smith scored our second 
goal, and the final score 
saw Cowbridge win 2-0. 

Player of the match: 
Seren Allin. 

The year-9 county 
hockey final took place 
at Glantaf on Thursday, 
February 28 against 
Glantaf and Llanishen. 

We played Glantaf 
first; the match was very 
even and both teams had 
good possession. Hetty 
Breed (GK) saved two 
good shots at goal, 
before conceding a goal 
taking the score to 1-0 at 
half time. 

In the second half the 
girls defended strongly, 
Megan Duncombe clear¬ 
ing several shots away 
from our circle. We 
fought back very strong¬ 
ly and Jemma Viney and 
Sian Smith took the ball 
into their circle several 
times with shots at goal 
but just couldn’t score. 
The final final score was 
1-0 to Glantaf. 

Glantaf then played 
Llanishen, winning 2-0, 
and we then played 
Llanishen. 

This game was very 
evenly matched with 
both teams carrying the 


ball the length of the 
pitch. We had a few 
clear shots at goal but 
their goalkeeper saved 
the shots. 

In the second half 
Llanishen took the lead 
scoring a goal from a 
short comer; unfortu¬ 
nately we tried to even 
the score but just could¬ 
n’t get past their 
defence. 

It was a tough game 
for the year-8 team 
against Bro Morgannwg. 

In the first half Bro 
Morgannwg dominated 
with a strong attacking 
side, leaving the score 
4-0. 

In the second half, 
after a few tactical 
changes by Cowbridge, 
we pushed on and had a 
number of attempts at 
goal. In the final minute 
after some strong attack¬ 
ing play by Penny Weir 
and Ffion McNamee we 
scored leaving the score 
4-1 to Bro Morgannwg. 
Rugby 

ON February 26, the 
Cowbridge year-8 
rugby team played 
against Plasmawr. 

Having lost their first 
game in two years 
against Plasmawr before 
Christmas, Cowbridge 
were out to show that 
this was just a bad day 
and something that 
would not be occurring 
again anytime soon. 

Cowbridge started 
very well, with all the 
early possession and ter¬ 
ritory. Before Plasmawr 
had time to settle into 
the game, Cowbridge 
scored a try through 
Bevan Howells, busting 
over in the corner from a 
quick tap penalty. 

Cowbridge continued 
their early dominance, 
turning the ball over and 
regaining possession. 
Tom Williams was sup¬ 
plied the ball out in mid- 
field, he ran through a 
few tackles, and out- 
sprinted the fullback for 
an excellent solo try. 

The Cowbridge for¬ 
wards, Ellis Simons, 

Sam Corkill and Reuben 
Williams, were gaining 
the hard yards around 
the mcks, and creating 
quick ball for the backs. 
Progressing up the field, 
Max Lucas saw a gap in 
the defence on the edge 
of the mck, and sneaked 
over for another 
Cowbridge try. 

Before the first half 
finished, Plasmawr start¬ 
ed to play the type of 
rugby they are capable 
of, and ran in a try of 
their own. 19-7 was the 
score at half time. 

Plasmawr had worked 
their way back into the 
game, and Cowbridge 
needed to keep them at 
bay to maintain their 
lead. The second half 
was very even, and both 
sides were extremely 
well organised in 
defence, and were not 
taking a backwards step. 

The first try of the 
second half went to 
Plasmawr, and the game 
was on. With the scores 


so close, the next try 
was going to make all 
the difference. 

Cowbridge fought 
back in their normal 
determined style, and 
scored a try of their 
own. Again, Bevan 
Howells was leading the 
line, and managed to 
smash his way over for 
this second try. The 
game finished after what 
seemed to be an age, and 
the score was 24-12 to 
Cowbridge. 

Player of the match: 
Sam Corkill and Ellis 
Simons. 

On February 26, the 
Cowbridge year-8 rugby 
second XV played 
Plasmawr second XV. 

The game was very 
close, and the first half 
finished 7-7. Both 
teams were playing 
some great rugby, and 
were showing that their 
players could be pushing 
for first XV places in the 
next game. 

The second half was 
again very close again, 
but unfortunately 
Plasmawr ran in two 
quick tries in the last 
two minutes of the 
game, and the game 
ended and Plasmawr 
won 17-7. 

From a teaching point 
of view, it was amazing 
and extremely rewarding 
to see so many boys par¬ 
ticipants, especially 
those who have never 
played for the school 
before and were making 
their debut (Jack and 
Luke Yilmaz, Kial 
Payne, Kieron Jackson, 
George Locke, Tim 
Niller, Oliver T-Wright, 
William Davies and 
Luke Price to name a 
few). 

At a final count, there 
were 15 first XV boys 
and 30 second XV 
Cowbridge boys who 
played - what an out¬ 
standing turn out! Well 
done all of you! 

Player of the match: 
Kiall Payne. 

Football 
THE school senior 
football team lost in the 
cup quarter final to 
Olchfa School from 
Swansea 1-0. 

The boys have had a 
fantastic season and did 
really well to reach the 
last eight in Wales after 
winning the Cardiff and 
Vale qualifying group. 
Captain Adam Roscrow 
has been outstanding 
throughout the campaign 
and there have also been 
some fine displays from 
Todd Wilcox, Lewis 
Llewellyn and Adam 
Munn. 

In the match against 
Olchfa School, Matt 
Walsgrove and Sam 
Richards were outstand¬ 
ing in defence. The boys 
will have another oppor¬ 
tunity for silverware as 
they are also in the final 
of the Cardiff and Vale 
senior cup where they 
will face Bishop of 
Llandaff School. 

The time, venue and 
date for the final are still 
to be decided upon by 


the governing body; 
good luck to all the boys 
in the final! 

Basketball 

ON Thursday, 
February 21, the 
Cowbridge Basketball 
squads headed to the 
Welsh Institute of 
Sport in Sophia 
Gardens in Cardiff to 
compete in the Vale of 
Glamorgan round of 
the national 5x60 bas¬ 
ketball tournament. 

The KS3 side was 
manned by Callum 
Marlor, James Large, 
Josh Evans, Tom 
Williams, Moses Gee, 
Henry Jones, Tom 
Kynaston and David 
Bear. 

The KS4 side starred 
Mattie Roberts, Harry 
Stubbington, Alex 
Greaves, Sean Rowland, 
George Griffiths, David 
Humphreys and Harvey 
Stockford. 

Team point guard 
Declain Thomas, though 
out injured, joined the 
team to assist with the 
coaching. An honourable 
mention must also go 
out to Sam Roberts from 
year-13 who refereed 
games all day long in his 
normal calm, efficient 
and unbiased fashion. 

The KS3 side first 
faced St Richard Gwyn. 
The teams had already 
met earlier this season 
when playing their Vale 
league fixture. 
Cowbridge narrowly 
won that game but in the 
process spurred St 
Richard Gwyn on, with 
their coach reporting a 
renewed and determined 
focus permeating the 
team since that game. 

Both sides played 
each other tight for the 
first half, with neither 
team managing to race 
out in front. At the half 
Cowbridge held onto a 
narrow lead but it was 
short lived as St Richard 
Gwyn quickly erased the 
deficit at the start of the 
third quarter and then 
build a small lead of 
their own. 

The fourth quarter 
was neck and neck 
throughout but 
Cowbridge couldn’t 
close the gap and ended 
up losing 25-20. 

After a long layoff 
they faced off against 
Barry Boys 
Comprehensive. Once 
again Cowbridge took a 
lead into the half. Led 
by Moses Gee’s absolute 
control at the point, 
Callum Marlor driving it 
to the hole at every 
opportunity and James 
Large pulling down 
rebounds, Cowbridge 
felt good about them¬ 
selves. 

In the third quarter, 
despite some key shots 
from Dave Bear and 
tight defence by Tom 
Williams, Barry pulled 
back into it. At the end 
of regulation both teams 
were tied at 30, and 
overtime awaited. Barry 
took an early lead but 
Josh Evans pulled 
Cowbridge back into it 


with two key baskets. 

At the end of over¬ 
time, both teams were 
still tied and a second 
overtime was needed. 
The teams traded baskets 
for the first minute or so 
but then an untimely 
shooting foul by 
Cowbridge resulted in a 
point being awarded to 
Barry. Cowbridge were 
unable to score again 
and ultimately fell 38-37 
in an absolute nail-biter. 

For the KS4 
Cowbridge side, these 
games were being con¬ 
sidered just a stepping 
stone. Last year, a sec¬ 
ond place finish was 
enough to warrant a 
place in the second 
round. Unfortunately at 
that point things fell 
apart, and the boys were 
determined that this 
would be their year. 

First up were games 
against St Richard Gwyn 
and Stanwell 
Comprehensive School. 
Both schools were enter¬ 
ing developmental sides 
and were therefore easily 
dealt with by 
Cowbridge. Using the 
game as a practise 
round, Cowbridge 
worked on their man to 
man defence and 
brought on their own 
year-10 rising stars, 
David Humphreys and 
Harvey Stockford, to 
develop them for the 
battles to come in the 
years ahead. 

For Cowbridge, the 
day was all about one 
game, the last one of the 
day against Barry Boys 
Comprehensive. The 
teams have repeatedly 
faced off in big games 
over the last few years. 
Cowbridge took the 
league in 2011, but 
Barry beat them in the 
final in 2012 by three 
points. 

The sides effectively 
faced off earlier this 
year, with both KS4 
teams being the majority 
of the senior side repre¬ 
sentation for their 
schools. Cowbridge won 
that game with ease 41- 
19, but they lacked their 
senior captain Sam 
Roberts. They were also 
short Declain Thomas, 
their starting point 
guard. 

The boys were not to 


be deterred, however; 
they knew their oppo¬ 
nent now and had recog¬ 
nised their weakness, an 
overreliance on their star 
small forward Nico. 

Mattie Roberts gladly 
took the assignment to 
be the primary defender 
today. The whole game 
he pestered the Barry 
star on the perimeter, not 
allowing him to get a 
single open look. On the 
rare occasion he slipped 
past all he found waiting 
for him was Harry 
Stubbington, patrolling 
the paint like he owned 
it. 

With their defensive 
strategy in place, 
Cowbridge took a lead 
early on and never let it 
go. George Griffiths 
banged the boards 
pulling in loose 
rebounds, constantly 
minimising any possibil¬ 
ity of second shot 
attempts by Barry. Sean 
Rowland stepped in for 
Declain Thomas and ran 


Dydd Gwyl Dewi 
Sant 

THE Y Bont Faen fam¬ 
ily showed once again, 
their commitment to 
both the language and 
culture of Wales with 
their whole school 
eisteddfod on March 1. 

Parents were greeted 
by Mr Griffiths and 
platefuls of Welsh cakes 
- made by Mrs Hollings 
and the 

Nursery/Meithrin, as 
well as a cavalcade of 
Welsh music - Catrin 
Finch, Caryl Parry Jones 
and Max Boyce! 

Once inside, the pupils 
showed their amazing 
talents, by performing 
songs, poetry, dance and 
self composed pieces - 
all through the medium 
of Welsh, which culmi¬ 
nated in the Chairing of 
the Bard, which this year 
was won by Amanda 
Donaldson AKA Arthur 
Jones in Blwyddyn 6, 
with his darkly 
metaphoric poem - The 
River. 

Y Bont Faen thanks 
Mrs Cooper for her musi¬ 
cal leadership and Mrs 


the point, making sure 
Cowbridge executed 
every possession. 

Alex Greaves joined 
him in the back court 
and fearlessly attacked 
the rim, opening up 
inside for his teammates. 

Late in the second 
quarter, the game got a 
little tight as Barry used 
its deeper bench to sur¬ 
round their star forward 
with fresh bodies. It was 
at this point super substi¬ 
tute Dave Humphreys 
stepped up to the plate. 

Entering the game 
brimming with confi¬ 
dence from leading his 
year-10 side to three 
straight victories, Dave 
wasted no time at all 
putting his stamp on the 
game. He repeatedly 
grabbed crucial rebounds 
and showed not a single 
shred of fear. Bolstered 
by this confidence from 
their bench the rest of 
the Cowbridge boys 
decided they were leav¬ 
ing winners and relent¬ 



Dykes, who, once again, 
organised the competi¬ 
tions, certificates and the 
eisteddfod. 

Videos and pictures 
from the day are avail¬ 
able on the school web¬ 
site at ybontfaen.com . 

Outdoor 

Learning 

The Y Bont Faen 
grounds has had a new 
addition this month, with 
the completion of its new 
outdoor learning area - 
helped by the school - 
under the direction of 
Mrs Adams, Waitrose, 
Midas and Kier construe - 


lessly attacked. 

No Barry player could 
catch George on the 
break. In the half court 
Mattie and Sean made 
Barry pay for leaving 
them open. Inside Harry 
Stubbington dominated. 

As the clock dwindled 
to the last seconds 
Mattie Roberts put an 
exclamation point on the 
game, nailing a half 
court three pointer. The 
game ended with 
Cowbridge winning 43- 
30. 

The second round 
beckons, and the KS4 
side remains unbeaten 
for the season. Up next 
are league games against 
St Davids 6th Form and 
Porthcawl. With nothing 
being taken for granted 
Cowbridge know if they 
continue to execute and 
play defence like they 
have been then nothing 
should be able to stop 
them. 



tion. 

An overgrown, unused 
area of the school has 
been transformed into an 
area with a bird hide, 
pond and mini beast 
environment. 

Soon, the school hopes 
to install a beehive and 
some goats/sheep to help 
the pupils learn even 
more about their natural 
environment. 

The Y Bont Faen fam¬ 
ily say a huge “diolch” to 
Mr Rob Waite from 
Waitrose, for all his help 
with this area. 


DEWI SANT NEWS 
AT Y BONT FAEN 
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QUESTIONS STILL TO BE ANSWERED AS 
PRIMARY SCHOOLS ARE REPRIEVED 


by PHILIP IRWIN 


THE cabinet of the 
Vale Council met on 
Monday (March 4) 
and formally 

dropped plans to 
close three schools 
in the Vale - voting 
unanimously not to 
proceed. 

The proposals, to close 
Llancarfan, Llanfair and 
Oak Field, were in a 
report prepared for the 
council’s education 
scrutiny committee, and 
that report has still to see 
the light of day. 

What was in the public 
domain was a summary 
prepared for the cabinet 
meeting, giving the think¬ 
ing behind the proposals. 

For Llancarfan and 
Llanfair, where parents 
were angry and puzzled 
as to why two high per¬ 
forming schools had been 
singled out, there was an 
answer. 

The report said that 
these were the two 
schools in the Vale with 
the lowest numbers of 
children attending from 


within the catchment 
area, and there were low 
numbers of births forecast 
for future years. 

The summary added: 
“Most pupils attending 
the schools travel from 
outside the catchment 
areas and in both cases, 
capital investment is 
required in future years to 
address the poor condi¬ 
tion of the buildings.” 

It is fair to say that 
many of the pupils from 
outside the catchment 
area are attracted by the 
two schools’ ‘feeder 
school’ status - and the 
fact that both schools may 
have that removed was 
not on the agenda at the 
cabinet meeting. 

In the end, the cabinet 
recognised the strong aca¬ 
demic record of the 
schools and their impor¬ 
tance to their communi¬ 
ties, and turned the pro¬ 
posal down. 

In what turned out to 
be uncannily prescient, 


the cabinet was told 
“MoD plans for St Athan 
are unknown, but any 
additional personnel may 
increase demand for 
school places in the rural 
Vale”. 

The following day, it 
was announced that 600 
soldiers from the Royal 
Signals Regiment (and 
their families) are on 
their way to St Athan. 

Oak Field School was 
under threat for different 
reasons. The cabinet was 
told that: “Following an 
Estyn inspection, Oak 
Field School is currently 
subject to special meas¬ 
ures and, with capacity 
for a total of 210 pupils, 
currently has 85 on roll. 

“The school has 
worked very hard to make 
improvements following 
the inspection and has 
addressed many of the 
inspectors’ recommenda¬ 
tions, but overall there 
still remains more work to 
be done.” 

However, the advice 
accepted by the cabinet, 
once again stressing its 
importance to the local 
community, was “...to 
continue to work with the 
governing body to further 
improve the school and to 
secure its future success 
at the heart of the local 
community.” 

A new draft school 
reorganisation pro¬ 
gramme will be presented 


Highly Successful Business Woman 

Due to expansion, I now seek 5 working part¬ 
ners, who must be ambitious and self motivated. 

If you have a supervisory, managerial, sales, 
marketing, recruitment or self employed background 
or feel you wish to develop an extraordinary income, 
with profit sharing, car, free international travel and 
a balanced and flexible lifestyle, with ongoing sup¬ 
port and training, then I would like to hear from you. 

Call: Julie Shepherd 
01656 838304 

email: julie-shepherd@hotmail.co.uk 




FIZZY 



at a future meeting of cab¬ 
inet. This report will also 
set out proposals for the 
cabinet’s consideration 
and, if agreed, these will 
be the subject of public 
consultation. 

Despite the fact that 
the cabinet’s decision had 
been heavily trailed 
beforehand, parents from 
the threatened schools 
marched through Barry 
town and protested out¬ 
side the Civic Offices 
before attending the cabi¬ 
net meeting to witness the 
vote. 

Pupils had made the 
banners and had also sent 
letters and pictures to the 
cabinet members and 
asked family and friends 
to sign petitions. 

A parent reported that 
the Vale Council Leader, 
Coun Neil Moore, said at 
the meeting that he had 
read the letters and seen 
the pictures from the chil¬ 
dren, and was saddened 


that they had been upset 
by this. 

The headteacher of 
Llanfair Primary, Diane 
Normansell, said: “As a 
school at the heart of our 
community, we are 
absolutely delighted with 
this outcome following a 
few extremely harrowing 
weeks of shock, disbelief, 
doubt and uncertainty. 

“I am personally very 
grateful to all of our sup¬ 
porters who have worked 
so hard to ensure that 
Llanfair Primary School 
has the secure future 
which our pupils, teach¬ 
ing staff and governors 
deserve.” 

A row is brewing over 
whether the action tack¬ 
ling surplus places was 
necessary. 

Last week, Leighton 
Andrews, Minister for 
Education and Skills, 
responded in The Senedd 
to a question from the 
Leader of the Welsh 


Conservatives, Andrew 
RT Davies, where he 
denied that a 10 per cent 
figure was a target. 

His answer implied 
that his main concern was 
getting councils with a 20 
per cent surplus to get 
down to 15 per cent, a fig¬ 
ure already achieved by 
the Vale Council. His 
answer suggested that 10 
per cent was a longer term 
target. 

Vale MP Alun Cairns 
said: “During a time 
which was very distress¬ 
ing and stressful for par¬ 
ents, pupils, teachers and 
governors of the primary 
schools being considered 
for closure by the Vale 
Council, it is hard to 
understand why the coun¬ 
cil would state that there 
is a formal 10 per cent tar¬ 
get which could force 
their closure.” 

The summary report 
considered by the cabinet 
spelt out the position in 


the Vale. 

It said: “In September 
2012 there was an overall 
surplus of 14.74 per cent 
in the primary sector and 
9.28 per cent in the sec¬ 
ondary sector. 

“Pupil number fore¬ 
casts for 2017, assuming 
that no action is taken, 
project surplus places in 
the primary sector falling 
to 10.17 per cent but sec¬ 
ondary school surplus 
places increasing to 13.15 
per cent, giving an overall 
figure of 11.52 per cent.” 

However, the report 
goes on to say that the 


number of surplus places 
in secondary schools will 
be reduced by the reor¬ 
ganisation of St Cyres 
Comprehensive School 
onto a single site, and as a 
result of the proposed 
rebuilding of Llantwit 
Major Comprehensive 
School, which is currently 
planned for completion in 
2017. 

The GEM asked the 
Vale Council to comment 
on the figures given by 
Leighton Andrews but, at 
the time of going to press, 
no response had been 
received. 


MUSIC NIGHTS 

Every Friday 8pm at 
Da Gennaro High St, Barry 

Music by Scott from The Ratpack - 60s, 70s, 80s 
Bring your wine £1.50 corkage 

Call 01446 732557 to book 
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The drinks just 
keep on flowing 

Free bottomless soft books 
with every buffet or main meal. 
Prom just £5.99’ 
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Welsh Government asks for 
views on tackling fly grazing 


THE Welsh Government is asking people 
in south Wales to have their say on the 
vexed issue of fly grazing. 

The Deputy Minister for Agriculture, Alun 
Davies, has launched an eight-week public consul¬ 
tation on finding a long-term solution to fly grazing 
and abandonment of horses in Wales. 

The GEM has reported on many occasions when 
large numbers of horses have been abandoned in 



Scott Wroe Hearing 
Centre provides: 


The highest levels of service and aftercare 

• Independent Advice 

• 30 day trials on all hearing aids 

•The World’s finest hearing aids including 
Widex, Phonak and Oticon 

• Repairs and accessories to all makes and 
models 

• Home visits available 

For more information, or to 
arrange an appointment, please call 

02920 707760 
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Or call into: 

Scott Wroe 
Hearing Centre 

I Station Approach, 
Penarth, CF64 3EE 

www.scottwroe-hearingcentre.co.uk 


publicly owned spaces, on common land and on pri¬ 
vate land. 

The majority of fly grazing incidents have 
occurred in the Vale, Bridgend and Cardiff. 

Alun Davies said “The Welsh Government vision 
is for a fly grazing free Wales. 

“Fly grazing often impacts on public safety, on 
communities (public and privately owned land), the 
agricultural industry, the welfare of the animals 
concerned, as well as placing financial burdens on 
both individuals and the tax payer. 

“Partnership working between enforcement agen¬ 
cies and welfare organisations has meant that this 
issue has been tackled through a co-ordinated 
approach. 

“The consultation seeks to build on this by look¬ 
ing at the current legislative framework, identifying 
whether there are gaps and what, if anything, the 
Welsh Government may do to provide a solution.” 

He continued: “With no one single piece of legis¬ 


lation to address the issue, the consultation seeks 
views on how the Welsh Government might deliver 
measures to provide uniformity of standards across 
Wales, a legal framework enabling enforcement 
authorities to effectively deter large scale incidents 
of fly grazing or abandonment of horses and 
ponies.” 

He added that feedback will be used to help shape 
the next phase in tackling fly grazing. It will help 
the Welsh Government develop the most appropri¬ 
ate actions to achieve the vision of a fly grazing free 
Wales. 

Consultation documents can be found at: 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentand- 
countryside/fly-grazing-consultation/?lang=en 

Incidents of fly grazing and any associated anti 
social behaviour can be reported to Crime Stoppers 
on 0800 555111 or to the police via the 101 number 
or via email to the Welsh Government at equinepol- 
icy @wales.gs i. gov. uk. 


Group aims to 
bring new 
tourists to Vale 



Jane Hutt AM with Mandy Davies 
of Vale Marketing Group . 

THE Vale Marketing Group attracted 
Vale tourism businesses to Cottrell Park 
last week for workshops and discussions 
on branding and ‘slow tourism’ - a more 
in depth holiday experience. 

It was joined by the Vale AM to learn more about 
supporting local tourism. 


Coed Hills wins 
Tidy Wales award 


WINNER of Tidy 
Wales biodiversity 
improvement 
award, sponsored 
by John Lewis, was 
the Coed Hills 
Forest Garden 
Project in the Vale. 
It planted two acres 
of land, previously 
used for silage, as a 
garden, alongside an 
extensive water sys¬ 
tem including three 


ponds. 

“The aim of the Forest 
Garden, run entirely by 
volunteers, is to educate 
people about sustainable 
food production and the 
importance of biodiver¬ 
sity,” said a spokesper¬ 
son for Keep Wales Tidy. 

The Urban 

Regeneration Award, 
sponsored by Vale Hotel 
and Spa Resort, went to 
Vetch Veg Community 
Garden at the former 
home of Swansea City 
FC. 


TV LICENCE 
EVADERS ARE 
CAUGHT OUT 

TV Licensing has approximately five per 
revealed that more cent, with the over- 
than 19,400 people whelming majority of 
were caught watching people ensuring they are 
TV without a licence correctly licensed. In 
in Wales during 2012, order to be fair to the 
including 600 in law-abiding majority 
non • who do pay for their 
Barry, 880 in licence we - u continue to 
Bridgend, and 240 in pursue the small minority 
Maesteg. 0 f people who do not 

The average evasion pay. 
rate remains at a low of “We do understand 
just over five per cent, some people may find it 
meaning almost 95 per difficult to pay in one go, 
cent of homes are cor- which is why we offer 
rectly licensed, Warren numerous ways to spread 
Carr, TV Ficensing the cost. If people decide 
spokesman said. to watch TV without 

“The data shows eva- being properly licensed, 
sion remains at histori- they risk prosecution and 
cally low levels of a fine of up to £1,000.” 


> Brabantia • Stellar • Horwood • Judge Vista • Meyer • Circulon • Anolon « 



APPLIANCE i 
COOKWARE CENTEf 

PREMIUM QUALITY 
BRANDS AT THE LOWEST 
POSSIBLE PRICES 


WASHING 
MACHINES 
From £199 


Two floors with a comprehensive 
display of appliances and accessories . 

Factory refurbished and brand new 
appliances in stock . 

Built-in ovens, hobs, dishwashers, washing machines, 
fridge freezers, range cookers-gas, electric, LPG and 
dual fuel in stainless steel and farmhouse styles! 

Quality Products at Competitive Prices! 


EXTRA DISCOUNTS 
EVERY SATURDAY 
DURING MARCH 

Only with this voucher 


[DISCOUNTS FOR THEl 
1 1 OVER 60s on Tuesdays I 
and Thursdays 

(Please ask in-store for details) 

ONLY WITH THIS VOUCHER 

i mm mm mm m 


3a TYNEWYDD ROAD, 
KING SQUARE, BARRY 

(opposite new library) 

Also large warehouse & showroom 
at 252 HOLTON RD, BARRY 
(Bassett End) 

Prices constantly checked to make sure 

WE ARE THE CHEAPEST 

All In Stock! - Ready to Go! 
Same/Next Day Delivery Service! 

Full Repair Service and up to 5 years manufacturers warranty 

(Telephone: 01446 730884 

www.lstchoicetrade.co.uk 


Experienced 
sales staff on 
hand to advise 
you with your 
purchases. 


OPEN: 

Monday-Saturday \ 
9am -5.30pm 

Appliance used for 
illustration purposes only. 


• TEG Design • James Martin • Jamie Oliver • Franke • Astracast • LG 4 
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10O'S 

OF SALE ITEMS 

STILL REMAIN & 

MUST BE 
CLEARED 


while stocks last i 
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Due to the reorganisation of stock in our showrooms and warehouses we are forced to clear 
large quantities of suite's and sofas, beds and bedroom, dining furniture, occasional furniture, 
accessories and much much more 
There has never been a better time to grab your self a bargain!!! 

DOORS OPEN THURSDAY 9AM SHARP 
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DESIGNER furniture OUTLET STORES • NOW OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
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CAPITAL CITY’S HELP 
FOR VALE FOOD BANK 



Left to right: Karen Jones, Karen Goddard and Rhiannon Jones from the branch, 
and June Price and Stephen Matheson from the Food Bank. 


AM’s 

support 

for 

charity 

appeal 

A GROUP of Marie 
Curie nurses, com¬ 
munity fundraisers 
and the charity’s 
chief executive, Dr 
Jane Collins, gath¬ 
ered on Tuesday 
(February 26) at the 
Senedd, Cardiff Bay, 
to mark the launch 
of their Great 
Daffodil Appeal. 

Also present was Vale 
AM Jane Hutt who said: 


STAFF at a building socie¬ 
ty are throwing their sup¬ 
port behind Vale Food 
Bank, with a £750 dona¬ 
tion for supplies, as well as 
becoming a collection point 
for food donations. 

The charity was recommended 
for the donation by June Price 
who worked for Yorkshire 
Building Society for more than 
35 years and now spends some of 
her leisure time volunteering at 
the Food Bank. 

Vale Food Bank provides 
emergency food and other essen¬ 
tial items to people in crisis in 
the community. 

With the donation from 
Yorkshire Building Society 
Charitable Foundation, the chari¬ 


ty was able to buy hundreds of 
items to make up the parcels 
handed out to those in need. 

The team at the branch on The 
Hayes in Cardiff also installed a 
collection box so the public can 
pop in and make donations for 
Vale Food Bank and Cardiff 
Food Bank. 

The team are looking for 
donations of non perishable food 
items to pass on to the charity. 

“We heard first hand from 
June about the wonderful work 
the food bank is doing and we 
wanted to try and help,” said 
Karen Goddard, the assistant 
branch manager. 

“So many people are strug¬ 
gling these days, and charities 
such as Vale Food Bank are vital¬ 
ly important in the support and 


help they give. 

“I hope members of the public 
when doing their shopping might 
spare a thought for those strug¬ 
gling and help us collect as many 
items as possible.” 

June Price, said: “I’ve enjoyed 
working for the society for many 
years and I now enjoy trying to 
make a difference with Vale 
Food Bank. I’m so pleased I 
could bring the two together. 

“The team at the branch have 
been very supportive in helping 
organise this donation and also 
helping further by making their 
branch into a food collection 
point.” 


“Marie Curie Cancer 
Care offers considerable 
support to those affected 
by terminal illness 
across the whole of 
Wales, so I am hugely 
proud to support them 
during this year’s Great 
Daffodil Appeal. 

I would encourage 
anyone to donate and 
wear their daffodil pin 
this March - the dona¬ 
tion given will make an 
enormous difference to a 
number of terminally ill 
patients in need of 
expert care. ” 


Sully artist honoured 
by French invitation 


ARTIST Nick John Rees, who 
is based in Sully, was recently 
invited by the Mayor and town 
council of a French town, 
Lanmerin, to the official 
unveiling of a painting he was 
commissioned to complete, 
marking the renovation of a 
local historic chapel dedicated 
to St Jeerome. 

“The civic reception was a very 
well-attended and enjoyable event 
where champagne flowed and the 
excellent food was most appreciated 
by both townsfolk and local dignato- 
ries,” he reported. 

Lanmerin was originally founded 
by a Welshman and the area retains 
many links with Wales, including the 
nearby town St Pol de Leon which is 
twinned with Penarth. 


From his studio in Sully, Nick 
paints mainly seascapes and land¬ 
scapes in acrylics, oils and water¬ 
colour. 

He enjoys painting along the south, 
west and north coasts of Wales as well 
as Devon and Cornwall. 

He also spends a considerable 
amount of time in Brittany, where he 
has found an appreciative market for 
his paintings. His work very much 
focuses upon the light, reflections and 
weather conditions within a scene, and 
is held in private collections in places 
as far afield as Australia, France, 
Germany, America and New Zealand. 

This year Nick will be not only be 
exhibiting his work in south Wales but 
he also has two exhibitions of his 
paintings in France. 

Further details of his work can be 
found at 

www. nickjohnrees.yolasite. com 


STEAMED UP 
DOUBLE GLAZING? 


Don't n»pJ*c«* th«* ju%t the Piw»% 


Broken or Damaged Windows? 
Faulty Hinges. Handles or Locks? 
Want Che latest energy tavirt* glass? 

5 year guarantee on new double glazing. 

c . 2 _ 


,we make saving money perfectly clear 


Call Freephone 0800 61 21 118 



JENNY-WREN 

SALE 


starts 13th March 
up to 50% off selected items 

23 High Street. Cowbridge . Vale of Glamorgan . T: 01446 774165 






















You are Invited to the 

Barry Sixth Form 
Information Evening 

for prospective Sixth Form students 

Find out more on 

Thursday 14th March 

at Bryn Hafren Comprehensive 
from 6 P.M. to 8 P.M. 

We offer over 40 different subjects 
at AS / A2, BTEC & WBQ, the 
highest number in the locality. 

Barry Cooiprrbpmivr School , 

01446411411 
www barryrnmp com 

Bryn Hafren Comprehensive School 
01446403500 

httixy/brynhafren webeden co ukv 
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C.S. Boxall is a family 
business established 
since 1990 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 

Stockists of Draper 
Tools and Plant Hire. 


C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

Plumbing, Heating & 
Electrical Work 

Over 30 years experience in the industry. 

For all your 
Oil, Gas, Boiier 
and Aga 
installation, 
service and 
breakdowns 


Suppliers of Fire Wood 24 hour call out service 

& R ac R We repair toilets, sinks, baths, 

Uflo DUIIIGO showers, taps, pipes, radiators, 

- towel rails, cylinders, water 

tanks, all heating systems, gas 
and electric fires, boilers, 
burners, stoves, oil tanks, gas 
appliances, underfloor heating, 
renewable energy, electrical 
faults, etc. 

24hr Call Out No. 07590 350650 
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Office 01446 772444 - Freephone 0800 849 1254 

www.csboxall.co.uk «• 


OPEN: 

8am 
til 5pm 


ADVENTURE TRAINING ON 
SUGAR LOAF MOUNTAIN 


I ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

* Domestic & Commercial 

* Fault finding service 

* Full re-wires 

* New fuse boards 

* PAT testing 
> Insurance work etc. 

DOmESTIC 2 / | S J 
INSTALLER LllJ 
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RIGHT: 
The cadets 
had an 
exciting 
day of 
training to 
get them 
ready for 
their DOE 
expeditions 
set for this 
Easter. 


AIR Cadets from 372 
(Barry) Squadron, trav¬ 
elled to Sugar Loaf moun¬ 
tain (near Abergavenny) 
for a day of exciting and 
challenging adventure 
training. 

This was the second training 
walk of the year, preparing the 
cadets for their forthcoming Duke 
of Edinburgh expeditions at 
Easter. 

The aim of the walk was to 
train the cadets to a competent 
degree of navigation, team build¬ 
ing, first aid, and understanding 
the country code. 

The walk itself was of moder¬ 
ate difficulty, eight kilometers in 
distance, a short distance to stop 
and concentrate on navigational 
skills. 

The route started at a viewpoint 
overlooking Abergavenny, with a 


frosty chill to keep the cadets 
awake! 

A nicely paced walk to the top 
of Sugar Loaf was ideal to get 
some key features of navigation 
into the day’s training. The group 
worked very well, enjoying the 
frost ridden views of the valley 
below. 

On the return route to the view¬ 
point, the cadets were faced with 
a first aid scenario. Should this 
happen on their expedition they 
will know exactly what to do, 
thanks to their training on the hill. 

The cadets who took part were: 
Rachel Carbis, Jake Paterson, 
Georgina and Ellie Poulakis, 
Jamie-Leigh Bird, Rhondda 
Gulley, Nathan David, Steph 
Jones, Pippa and Jack Cowles, 
Alex Spragg, and Jason Matthew 
Horton. 

Rigorous training on the 
squadron covers a number of 
skills, from teambuilding, leader¬ 


ship to mountain craft, camp 
craft, safety training and naviga¬ 
tion before going on the hills. 

Squadron training then com¬ 
plements and encourages cadets 
to explore and appreciate the 
‘great outdoors’; improve confi¬ 
dence and fitness, learn new skills 
and, ultimately, provide enjoy¬ 
ment mixed with excitement. 

As well as adventure training, 
the cadets also enjoy flying, glid¬ 
ing, shooting, sports, overseas 
trips, leadership and citizenship 
training in a full and action 
packed training programme. 

If you have a spirit for adven¬ 
ture, 372 Squadron has vacancies 
for boys and girls between 13-18 
years old. The Squadron parade 
on Mondays and Wednesdays 
7pm-9.30pm behind Adams 
Funeral Parlour (by the Memorial 
Hall). Contact on 01446 747734, 
or email oc.372@aircadets.org 
for more information. 
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STUDENTS TAKE CHEQUERED FLAG 
AT FI IN SCHOOLS REGIONAL FINALS 


A TEAM of students from 
Barry Comprehensive cel¬ 
ebrated winning through 
to the FI in Schools UK 
national finals, after an 
intense and hard-fought 
south Wales regional final 
which took place at the 
Swansea Waterfront 
Museum. 

This Formula One-inspired 
educational challenge has cap¬ 
tured the imagination of students 
up and down the country; and 
with a place on the grid at the FI 
in Schools World Finals 2013 to 
be held in Austin, Texas for the 
UK National Champions, every 
team put in hundreds of hours of 
work in their pursuit of the prize. 

‘BCS Racing’, the team from 
Barry Comprehensive School, 
with team members Bradley 
Cox, manufacturing engineer; 
Gareth Hurman, design engineer; 
Morgan Osborne, graphic design¬ 
er; Mitchell Thorngate, resources 
manager and Jacob Vivian, man¬ 
ufacturing engineer, proved that 
hard work pays off as they col¬ 
lected the first place FI Class 
trophy, as well as the fastest FI 
car award, with the team’s car 
racing down the track in a time 
of 1.428 seconds. 

Gareth said of the team’s suc¬ 
cess: “It’s been pretty amazing, I 
didn’t think we would win it, so 
it feels good, it hasn’t sunk in yet 
that we will be going to London 
for the national finals. 

“You learn so much doing this 
challenge, particularly with the 
teamwork, getting together a 
group of people and working 
well as a team.” 

BCS Racing were one of 
three teams who raced to victory 
at the regional final and will be 


representing their school at the 
FI in Schools UK national finals 
at the Big Bang Fair, ExCel, 
London on March 15-16. 

Joining them in London will 
be Impact from Maesteg 
Comprehensive School, and 
‘Unknown’ from Pen Y Dre High 
School, Merthyr Tydfil. In the 
Bloodhound Class, the winning 
team was Team Burn from 
Amman Valley School, 
Ammanford, and they will com¬ 
pete in the Bloodhound Class 
National Finals on March 14 at 
the Big Bang Fair. 

FI in Schools challenges stu¬ 
dents to create their own 
Formula One team which is com¬ 
missioned to design, construct 
and race the fastest miniature 
Formula One car of the future; a 
21cm long scale model built 
from a block of balsa wood and 
powered by a compressed air 
cylinder. 

Each team of between three 
and six students creates a ‘pit’ 
display at the regional final and 
showcases their work in develop¬ 
ing their race car, with a verbal 
and written presentation for the 
judges. 

The teams then race their 
model cars on a specially 
designed 20 metre test track, 
with the cars covering the dis¬ 
tance in just over one second. 

In addition to representing 
their country at the world finals, 
the FI in Schools UK 
Champions and runners up will 
receive tickets to the 2013 
Formula 1 Grand Prix at 
Silverstone. The national cham¬ 
pions will also win a Red Bull 
Racing FI team factory tour and 
a TW steel watch for each team 
member. 

Andrew Denford, founder and 
chairman, FI in Schools, said: 


“We’re experiencing significant 
growth in the schools entering 
the challenge this season and the 
standards are extremely high. 

“The students had to cope 
with the nerves of presenting to a 
panel of judges and the pressures 
of putting their models to the test 
against the best of the region. 

All the teams put up a great 
fight, with only a few points sep¬ 
arating the top contenders for a 
place at the national finals”. 

He added: “The challenge not 
only tests the students in many 
key areas of educational study 
such as the STEM subjects, but 
gives them an opportunity to 
gain experience of many life 
skills which will be invaluable in 
their future careers.” 

Winners: First place FI Class 
BCS Racing - Barry 
Comprehensive School, Barry; 
Runner up FI Class Impact - 
Maesteg Comprehensive School; 
First place Bloodhound Class 
Team Burn - Amman Valley, 
Ammanford; Best Rookie Team - 
Unknown, Pen Y Dre High 
School, Merthyr Tydfil; Fastest 
Car FI Class BCS Racing, 1.428 
secs - Barry Comprehensive 
School; Fastest Car Bloodhound 
Class Team Burn, 0.739 secs - 
Amman Valle,y Ammanford; Best 
Engineered Car Slipstream -St 
John’s College, Cardiff; Team 
Identity Award - Athena Maesteg 
Comprehensive School, 

Bridgend; Innovative Thinking 
Award Team Edge - Bryn 
Celynnog Comprehensive School, 
Beddau; Team Sponsorship and 
Marketing Award - Impact 
Maesteg Comprehensive School, 
Bridgend; Judges Discretionary 
Award - Eclipse Ysgol Gyfun 
Ystalyfera, Llanelli. 


Combined transport pass 
idea given backing by AM 



Mr Davies met with vice-chairman Mike 
Edwards (centre) and Peter Honeywell 
(left) of the Vale 50+ Strategy Forum. 
All three are pictured in Mr Davies’s 
new office in Cowbridge. 


THE leader of the 
Welsh 
Conservatives, 
Andrew RT Davies, 
AM, has met the 
Vale 50+ Strategy 
Forum to discuss 
the campaign for a 
local pilot scheme 
of combined bus 
and train passes for 
the elderly. 

The forum has called 
for a pilot similar to 
those already established 
on the Cambrian Coast 
Railway, the Wrexham- 
Bidston Line, the Conwy 
Valley Line, and the 
Heart of Wales Line. 

Mr Davies has 
pledged his support for 


the introduction of a 
pilot that would improve 
transport links for the 
elderly in the Vale, par¬ 
ticularly in areas where 
bus services are less fre¬ 
quent or comprehensive 
in coverage. 

He said: “The Welsh 
Government has itself 
acknowledged the diffi¬ 
culties faced by older 
people in relation to 
transport, including the 
need for greater integra¬ 
tion of services to 
address some of these 
problems. 

“Given that similar 
pilot schemes are 
already in place in other 
parts of Wales we are 
keen to see it looked at 
here in the Vale.” 


IT S ALL ABOUT THE 
ORANGERY LIFESTYLE 


L ET’S face it, we all 
need our own space, 
somewhere to relax 
and enjoy our home com¬ 
forts. Husband and wife 
team Dean and Leanne 
Edmonds are passionate 
about delivering exactly 
that. 

“We are both passionate about 
creating beautiful living spaces, 
and each build is completely 
bespoke, tailor-made to our 
clients’ specification,” explains 
Leanne. 


Vale Orangeries have complet¬ 
ed numerous orangery builds 
throughout south Wales, with 
many showhomes available for 
private viewings. 

“We have a wide range of 
styles available to view at our 
clients’ homes. This is a unique 
opportunity to talk to our cus¬ 
tomers about their experience and 
see for yourselves the quality of 
our work.” 

Dean said: “Having a living 
space built to your specification 
is a dream for many, and a reality 
for our clients. We ensure the 
whole experience is enjoyable 


and stress-free. 

“There is no need to concern 
yourself with architects, planning 
or building control, as this is all 
part of the package. The only 
planning we want you to worry 
about is where to put your sofa 
-but we can even help with that 
too!” 

If you are thinking of an exten¬ 
sion or conservatory, but want 
something different, call Dean or 
Leanne on 01446 746353 to dis¬ 
cuss how a Vale Orangeries 
orangery can work for the way 
you live. 



bespoke affordable luxury 






tJl 




Orangeries 
Extensions 
Conservatories 
Garden Rooms 


Beautiful, tailor made extensions 
built to your specification 


01446 746353 

www.valeorangeries.co.uk 


VALE ORANGERIES 

betpokc of fordable luxury 
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FREE 

■' . Puppy or „ 

*' Kitten gift box 

With flickered IJfcg - 4kg begs from the Royal Coain canine or feline ranges* 

Available at your local pet food stockist: 


Us 

and 


GROOMERS 
la REGENT STREET, BARRY, CF62 8DS 
Tel. 01446 722 228 

ROY4L CKNIN 

re inform »tl on obsvS Pcyk Canto products ftotsn csM es on* M4J 


NEWS FROM PENARTH AND DISTRICT RAMBLERS 


Trekking through a 
landscape changed by 
industrial revolution 




5 OFF email voucher 

■ On any 1.5kg bag or above from the Royal 
Canin canine or feline ranges 

REGISTER FOR YOUR VOUCHER ONLINE AT: 
www.royalcanin.co.uk/growth 


‘Turn a 
Retftjn* 


Jtnaitfi 


uidkfi mif 0Hot o#Jy ***** or* item*** d Kiwt Mat* & BUsi* 2*q 

m U*#* Owe KTm^ 2 UrtUr K tut ikj Pt^f & JtroCH poluikM if* 
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.k«>> *«.i l|g»|if|MNdVM *-->*» irurw go&c«* to* u'« mm * 
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iVmm 3£*T€i?fr13 For Uftttt lotfM ad iinllne. (4 um vttf 
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SEVENTEEN 
walkers, including 
their leader 

William, enjoyed 
the adventure of a 
train ride up to the 
Rhondda Fawr val¬ 
ley, and when the 
distinctive shape of 
the Bwlch came into 
view high above 
frosted hillsides, the 
group knew they 
were close to 
Treherbert - which 
was so-named in 
1855 after an ances¬ 
tor of the Marquess 
of Bute. 

The whole of this rural 
area, containing only a 
few farms, changed rap¬ 
idly after the Industrial 
Revolution when coal 
mines were sunk there. 
Nowadays, the only indi¬ 
cation of that era are the 
continuous rows of neat 
stone terraced houses, 
which make it difficult to 
reason where one village 
begins or another ends. 

Climbing steeply out 
of Tredegar with stun¬ 
ning views of the carved 
shapes of the surround¬ 
ing hills bathed in bright 
sunshine, they reached 
Mynydd Tynewydd, 


tramping almost hidden 
pathways between tall 
conifers where deep ruts 
containing surface water 
held frog spawn. 

Eventually descending 
through a pretty clearing 
and crossing the Afon 
Rhondda Fach, they 
stopped to enjoy lunch. 

Joining part of the 
Coed Morgannwg Way, 
they crossed open moor¬ 
land before grassy path¬ 
ways high on the cliff 
gave them an overview 
of the Dare Valley 
Country Park, where 
work began in 1971 to 
remove coal tips after the 
four collieries that 
afforded employment in 
the area were closed. 

Further on, they 
passed a Briars 
Bridleway Trail way- 
marker with a horseshoe 
symbol indicating that 
horses can now ride 
through Rhondda Cynon 
Taff on a 14-mile trail 
over mainly permissive 
paths, shared with walk¬ 
ers and mountain bikers. 
It stretches from the Dare 
Valley Country Park to 
the Barry Sidings in 
Pontypridd and accom¬ 
modation for horses and 
riders has been provided 
at Porth and Aberdare. 

Aberdare also grew 
rapidly because of the 


abundance of coal and 
iron ore in the area, cok¬ 
ing coal fed the iron¬ 
works and in 1836 pits 
were sunk in haste to 
exploit steam coal used 
to power steam locomo¬ 
tives, and by 1851 Welsh 
steam coal powered the 
ships of the Royal Navy. 

Making their way 
across the River Cynon 
to the railway station at 
the end of the linear walk 
it was comforting to 
know they could relax on 
the return train journey. 

On March 9, meet at 
9am at Cogan Feisure 
Centre for an eight-mile 
moderate/hard walk to 
Parc Penallta and 


Mynydd Eglwysilan; 
contact Geraint on 029 
2051 5278. 

On March 10, meet at 
9.30am at the Barry 
Waterfront for a five- 
mile moderate walk from 
Flan twit Major to 

Tresilian Bay; contact 
Jan/John on 01446 

418514. 

On March 12, the mid¬ 
week walk will leave 
Cogan at 9.30am for an 
11-mile moderate walk in 
the Usk Valley; contact 
William on 01446 

747239. 

Membership advice 
can be obtained from 
Pam on 02920 255102. 

Joy Strangward 


Big dip for 
Marie Curie 

ON Sunday, June 2, hundreds of people 
will try to break the world record for the 
largest skinny dip on one beach, to raise 
funds for the Marie Curie charity. 

A spokesperson said: “Taking place at a secret 
location in the Gower area, the exact venue will be 
released to skinny dippers once they have registered. 
Every £20 raised will provide one hour of nursing 
care for someone when they need it most.” 

To be a part of the big dip in south Wales and pos¬ 
sibly make it into the record books, register online at 
www.mariecurie.org.uk/adrenaline, call 0845 052 
4184 or email: waleswestevents@mariecurie.org.uk. 



BESSEMER ^ 
FLOORING <S) 



Large stocks of Carpets , Vinyls 
and Laminates ready to go! 

FAMILY RUN, LOCAL BUSINESS WITH OVER 35 
YEARS EXPERIENCE. LARGE WAREHOUSE AND 
A BEAUTIFUL, COMFORTABLE SHOWROOM. 

Carpets from £2.99 sq mtr Luxury Saxonys from £8.99 sq mtr 

Moden Loop Berber from £3.99 sq mtr 2 and 3 mtr Vinyls from £6.99 sq mtr 

Wool Touch 30/70 £8.49 sq mtr Striped Carpets £5.99 sq mtr 

Choice of Colours and Designs plus many more special offers in store 


- balteno 


Free Fitting on carpets when you purchase 
the equivalent amount of underlay. 

Full range of services from measuring, estimating, 
delivery and an expert fitting service. 

Home selection service available. 

Free, easy parking. 

_ All major credit cards accepted. _ 

BESSEMER FLOORING, THE FLOORING CENTRE, 

14 BESSEMER ROAD, CARDIFF, CF11 8BA 

029 2115 2243 

info@bessemerflooring.co.uk www.bessemerflooring.co.uk 


Full House • StudentLets • Landlord Specials • Commercial Property • Carpet • Vinyl • Laminates • LVT • Wood 



OPEN: 

Monday - Friday 
9am - 6pm 
Saturday 9am - 2pm 
Sunday 10am - 2pm 
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MPN Windows, your local Network VEKA 
member is recommended by Steve Davies 


an i 


beat any writt 


SPECIAL OFFER 

BEVELLED FRONT DOORS £499 If Ordered by March 31 st 
WINDOW & DOOR REPAIR SERVICE AVAILABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK 
‘ 6 WIN DOWS FITTED FROM £ . 

’ DOORS FITTED FROM £450 . 


FRENCH DOORS FROM £795 . 

CONSERVATOR 

COMPOsiTE DOORS FITTED FROM £795 


0 WINDOWS a DOORS V 

✓ FULL REPAIR SERVICE AVAILABLE || 

0 FREE VERTICAL BLINDS ^ 

0 WIDE RANGE OF STYLES a FINISHES 

✓ 10 YEAR PEACE OF MIND GUARANTEE 


SPECIAL 
OFFER 

not to be 
missed 

This stunning 

Bevelled 
Front Door 

fully fitted 
only £499 



MB 


fi 




Award Winning 
Family Owned 
Business 
since 1994! 


NL/UWy 


w 



REPAIR SERVICE 
Available 24/7 
Call 07976 640959 



FREE ONLINE QUOTES 

www.mpnwindows.com 


JU*T*C* 

uufiooim 

tCAHWfWS 

*IK« 

UMAISV! 


lauHim wu 




choose one of these perfect doors 


Free Conservatory 
Design Service Available 

We supply & fit Fascias, 

Gutters & Downpipes 

ASK ABOUT OUR TRADE WWDOWS, DOORS AND CONSERVATORIES 

Email: 

mpnwindows@aol.com 

Opening Hours: 

9am to 9pm 

w Ten fMin » 079^6 640959 7 Days a Week 

; Amazing Offer! 

J Cla ti your free vertical blinds with every full house 
1 of windows and doors or conservatory fitted! 

Terfti jad cotdftiGM ftppty 

BRIDGEND 01656 648464 - CARDIFF 02920 508770 
BARRY 01446 539212 
www.mpnwindows.com 

Showrooms at: 10a Ewenny Road, Bridgend. CF31 3HL 
Unit 2 Leckwith Road, Cardiff. CF 11 8 AP 
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Benefit from tax 
efficient savings 


T HE annual 
ISA (individ¬ 
ual savings 
account) allowance 
renews every April. 
If you have cash sit¬ 
ting in the bank on a 
low interest rate, it 
may be worth con¬ 
sidering an equity 
ISA - providing you 
can invest for a peri¬ 
od of at least five 
years. 

You may prefer to 
save on a monthly basis 
- remember the days 
when your ‘savings col¬ 
lector’ called at the door 
to collect a few pounds 
each week? 

For those who prefer 


to save this way, ISAs 
are also very attractive, 
due to their tax benefits. 

As with all savings 
and investments, you 
need to be sure that 
you’ve chosen the right 
deal for your circum¬ 
stances, and understood 
the ‘small print’ of the 
myriad options avail¬ 
able. 

CBK’s financial advi¬ 
sors can provide ISA 
advice and help you to 
make the most of your 
money. Email 
isa@cbkwales.co.uk or 
call us on 0300 303 
8525. 

Next month, we look 
at a topic close to many 
of our hearts - and purs¬ 
es - mortgages 






clear and concise 
financial advice 


84 High Street, Barry CF62 7DX 

Telephone: 0300 303 8525 
www.cbkwales.co.uk 
Email: info@cbkwales.co.uk 

CBK & CBK Wales are trading styles of CBK (Swansea) 

Ltd which is an appointed representative of Tenet Connect 
Services Ltd which is authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Services Authority. 

The value of investments and the income from them may go 
down. You may not get back the original amount invested. 


CJS 


COLIN 

JONES 

SOLICITORS 

incorporating 

JEFF LLOYD 

SOLICITORS 


We are pleased to announce a 

Free Legal Clinic 

every Tuesday at CJS offices, 

21 Thompson Street, Barry 
If you have any queries relating to the following: 

Divorce and related family matters 

Sales and purchase of properties, 
residential and commercial 
Lasting Powers of Attorney 
Probate and Administration 
of Estates • Wills 

Please contact Barry 01446 741919 
for a free first appointment 


E-Mail: 

j.lloyd@colinjonessolicitors.co.uk 



GEM ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


In Business Update 



Every mother’s dream gift... 

s 


I TILL fretting over what to give 
i your Mother on her special day? 


Why not call us to book a gift voucher and let 
Mum choose her day for us to pop along and 
sparkle her oven! 

Ethical eating 
from Riverford 


V EGBOXES 
are all about 
enjoying 

food at its seasonal 
best - the way 
nature intended it. 

From Riverford, you 
can have different boxes 
each week, pause your 
orders, or make up your 
own box. 

You can add extra 
items on as well from 
our extensive range of 
ethically farmed organic 
meat, fruit, dairy, eggs. 

There are lots of other 
lovely treats too: wine, 




Local Office 

Riverford 014 43 _i 7555 1 

Orgp^ic 

I /egboxes, Fruit, Meat 
and more to your door... 

Vegboxes from 
just £10.45 

3rd box FREE! 

(When you place a 
regular order - please 
quote reference 
‘GEM 03’) 

No need to be in when we deliver! 

Enjoy Better Veg 

• Cheaper than supermarket organic veg 

• Fresher and tastier (we grow it ourselves) 

• All organic (no nasty chemicals) 

• Fair to growers and no excess packaging 

• Comes with plenty of recipes 

www.riverford.co.uk 
www. face boo k. co m/r i ve rf o rd 
midandwestglamorgan 


Recycling more at household 
waste recycling centres 


T HE Vale has two 
household waste 
recycling centres - 
located at the Atlantic 
Trading Estate, Barry, 
and on the Llandow 
Industrial Estate. 

The Vale of Glamorgan 
Council’s cabinet member for the 


environment and visible services, 
Coun Rob Curtis, said: 
“Summertime opening at our 
recycling sites begins on Sunday, 
March 31, meaning Barry is 
open from 8am-6pm and 
Llandow from 10am-5pm. The 
sites close only for Christmas 
Day, Boxing Day and New 
Year’s Day, making it easier for 
residents to divert even more 


material from landfill.” 

Vale recycling crew member 
Adam Gescheiner is keen to 
show how easy it is for Vale resi¬ 
dents to recycle at recycling cen¬ 
tres. With materials such as gar¬ 
den waste, metals, hard plastics, 
textiles, electrical items, batteries 
and cooking/car oil, you can cer¬ 
tainly do your bit. 



Prompt, courteous, professional eco friendly 
service from the longest established oven clean¬ 
ing company in Wales. 

There are no fumes, no smells, no mess and 
no fuss. 

Call us now for a quote on 02920 291770. 


beer, chocolate, cheese 
and homemade pies too! 

We provide recipe 
cards and local cookery 
workshops and a host of 
other ideas to help you 
get the most from the 
box. We reward loyalty 
too - look forward to 
regular anniversary sur¬ 
prise treats. 

For more information, 
contact 

davidandjulie @ river 
fordhomedelivery. co. uk 
or telephone 01443 
675551 or 07825 
323463 


Bond actor 
opens his 
martial arts 
academy 


T HE name’s 
Wong - Dave 
Wong, but not 
only has Dave fea¬ 
tured in a James 
Bond film, he is also 
known as a top 
grade martial arts 
expert. 

Dave, from Bridgend, 
is passing on his skills at 
the newly-opened Sen 
Martial Arts Academy in 
Talbot Green. 

Dave explained: “I’ve 
been very fortunate in 
life to pick up the key 
skills to perform at the 
highest standard. This 


Sen 

manias 


‘Bond’ Action Man 

Dave Wong 

brings his unique 
skills back to Wales 


Specialist Furniture Painter 
Transformation & Restoration 
Prompt, Professional Service 

! 


Call Sara 
Llewellyn 
on 

01446 

796142 

or 

07887 

651598 


^j^-oven cleaning 
to Treat yourself 
Sparkling clean oven 

m 



new gym is a way of giv¬ 
ing something back to 
the community and help¬ 
ing others to follow in 
my footsteps. The acade¬ 
my is equipped with all 
the latest training gear 
and I have a wealth of 
experience to pass on to 
students.” 

Dave appeared in the 
latest record-breading 
Bond film Skyfall and 
was billed as ‘the 
Shaghai art collector’. 

For more information 
on Dave’s academy, 
please call either 01443 
222021 or 07807 048 
916. 


Helping those with 
eating disorders 

A pproximately perspective. 

1.6 million Once under control, 
people suffer many of the troublesome 
from eating disor- symptoms can be allevi- 
ders in the UK. ated, including unhelpful 
Disorders like anorex- behaviours towards 
ia nervosa, bulimia ner- 
vosa and binge eating ' . . 

can be an outlet for emo- Regaining control 
tions such as anger, anx- usually helps clients 
iety, depression and low restore motivation, con- 
self-esteem often caused fidence and self _ esteem 
by a general inability to , 
cope, psychological trau- and rediscover their 
ma, bereavement or dif- healthy relationship with 
ficult relationships. They food, 
can develop as coping For more details> see 

mechanisms. . 

Cardiff Hypnotherapy «w. cardtffhypnothem 
Solutions helps clients pysolutwns.com; or call 
reduce anxiety, restoring Sue on 07795 964066. 


Specialist stage and screen fight training to secure 
auditions for aspiring TV/film acting students 


Sen Martial Arts Academy 

Unit 15, Green Park, Coedcae Industrial Estate, 
Talbot Green CF72 9GP 


Give furniture 
a facelift... 

G REAT news for anyone thinking 
of giving their kitchen cabinets a 
facelift ready for spring in an 
affordable way... specialist painter, Sara 
Llewellyn, will come along and give a 
free estimate for any furniture painting 
task. 

Her prompt, professional service transforms 
tired-looking furniture into something which looks 
new and fresh. 

Using oil-based paints which are tough and 
durable, a practical decorative solution awaits. 

Customers are given an opportunity to look 
through her portfolio of past projects, and an array 
of colour charts and advice is made available to suit 
all your needs. 

Please call 01446 796142 or 07887651598. 



CARDIFF 
HYPNOTHERAPY 
SOLUTIONS 

Give your potential the 
chance to shine through 
Contact Sue Pitman HPD, DHP, MNCH (Reg) 

)n 07795 964066 / 029 20654893 

Confidential free initial consultation 
with no obligation at: 

Wellfield Osteopathic Clinic, Cardiff 
Barefoot Studio, Cowbridge 
The Business Centre, Barry 
www.cardiffhypnotherapysolutions.com 


Author's new 
book on Bigfoot 

S IGNED copies of Nobody Loves a 
Bigfoot Like a Bigfoot Babe , an adult 
comedy by Simon Okill, are now 
available at Nicklebys Bookstore, 
Llantwit Major and Cowbridge 
Bookshop. 

Welsh author Simon Okill grew up in Barry and 
now lives in Llantwit Major, where he writes full 
time. 

The book takes a wild trek through the forests of 
Big Beaver, where Duane has kept the Bigfoot a 
secret, until a female Bigfoot spoils everything. 

Can Duane protect his hairy friends from the FBI, 
the Sherriff and the crazy locals? 

Fifteen five star ratings - voted ‘Best British 
Fantasy Author’ on Goodreads. 




Simon 

Okill’s 

debut 

novel. 


LJ 


Local author 
Simon Okill 


Signed copies 
now available at: 

Nickleby’s Bookstore, Llantwit Major 
and Cowbridge Bookshop 

Nobody Loves a Bigfoot like a Bigfoot Babe! 

Fifteen 5* ratings - voted Best British Fantasy Author 
on Goodreads. 

www.amazon.co.uk/Nobody-Loves-Bigfoot-Like-ebook/dp/B00AAL9UB4 

www.christophermatthewspub.com/nobody-loves-a-bigfoot 
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‘RHOOSE PAYING PRICE FOR EARLIER 
PLANNNING DECISIONS’ - says local MP 


by TIM CHAPMAN 


A PUBLIC meeting 
took place in 
Rhoose last week¬ 
end (March 3) to 
highlight the issue 
of more housing 
being developed in 
the village. 

A total of 350 new 
homes have been 
approved for land north 
of the railway line - and 
even more could be on 
the way, according to 
local people. 


Many villagers believe 
the area has had a raw 
deal in recent years, with 
major housing develop¬ 
ments, but little in the 
way of new amenities. 

One of the residents 
who helped to organise 
the meeting, Richard 
Barnes, said the meeting 
was well-attended and 
had provided a lively 
forum for debate. 

Mr Barnes said it had 
been good to see elected 
representatives, Alun 
Cairns MP, Andrew RT 


Davies AM, Eluned 
Parrott AM and local 
councillors Phil Clarke 
and Jeff James, attend the 
event and provide infor¬ 
mation on current issues. 

Mr Barnes said: 
“Although the meeting 
provided residents with 
background and some 
answers, it was disap¬ 
pointing to see that the 
current 350 houses and 
future 300 are going to be 
difficult to change, as 
this has been in the Vale 
Council planning for 10 


to 15 years. 

“Whilst these plans 
are only in outline or 
future planning, it will be 
a tough challenge to 
change the numbers and 
it appears that residents 
can only try to ensure the 
developers are managed 
at ‘detailed planning’ on 
providing infrastructure 
and financial bonds to 
avoid another Rhoose 
Point saga. 

“The panel also high¬ 
lighted a massive com¬ 
munication gap between 
planning, education, 
health and infrastructure 
when it comes to impact¬ 
ing communities such as 
Rhoose and granting per¬ 
mission for such devel¬ 
opments. 

“We feel that there is 
also a larger challenge 
out there, with Welsh 
Government and local 
councils to have a plan¬ 
ning policy, like in 
England, where the com¬ 
munities have more con¬ 
trol and consultation, 
because the current 
Welsh policy is clearly 
not working.” 


IMPACT 

Mark Griffin, a local 
resident for 17 years, told 
The GEM he had been 
surprised how far back 
critical decisions on the 
community had been 
made. 

“I attended the public 
meeting and was fairly 
suprised that the decision 
to build on the land north 
of the railway line was 
made back in 1996 with 
the launch of the UDP - 
and come hell or high 
water the deveolpment 
has always been unstop¬ 
pable, despite many 
major complications with 
the site. 

“Rhoose Point has had 
a massve impact on serv¬ 
ices. Some of these con¬ 
cerns were brought up 
including the obvious 
school problem and the 
drainage issues of 
Murlande Way and 
Rhoose Point develo- 
ments. 

“It seems that despite 
the environmental report 
stating the ‘aquifer 
shouldnt be desturbed’, 
they seem determined to 


What’s on - in brief 


Heritage group 

THE popular Glamorgan 
Wartime Heritage Centre at 
Barry Tourist Railway Station 
at Barry Island will be holding 
a Militaria Fair and open day 
this Sunday (March 10). 

Militaria and reproduction vintage 
items will be on sale at the ‘military 
bazaar’, and tables are still available 
for a small fee. 

Living historians will be taking the 
station back to 1940s Barry and the 
First World War trench experience will 
also be brought to life, showing visi¬ 
tors what life would have been like on 
the battlefields of France. 

Veteran WAAF Officer, Eileen 
Younghusband, who served from 1940 
to the end of the Second World War, 
will be signing her latest book ‘One 
Woman ’5 War ’ which will be on sale. 

A spokesman said: “We’d also very 
much like to meet people interested in 
helping Barry at War to create the 
‘Glamorgan Wartime Heritage Centre’, 


or who may be carrying out similar 
research to ourselves”. 

Money raised at the ‘Glamorgan 
Wartime Heritage Centre’ open day 
will help towards further exhibits for 
the centre, and purchasing the equip¬ 
ment needed to record and present the 
area’s wartime heritage. 

The open day will run from 11am 
until 3pm, and admission is free. 

Call Ade Pitman on 07930 874161 or 
see the website at www. wartime glam- 
organ.co.uk for more information. 

‘Wait and See’ 
demonstration 

ON Tuesday, March 12, members 
will welcome Mrs Ruth Milton 
Jones. 

The title of the demonstration is 
‘Wait and See’. 

Meetings are held at the St Nicholas 
Hall, St Nicholas Road, Barry, com¬ 
mencing at 2.15pm. New members are 
always welcome 


PACT meetings 

LLANTWIT MAJOR PACT at the local leisure 
centre, March 13 at 7pm. 

ILLTYD PACT, at the Mount Sorrel Hotel, 
Porthkerry Road, Barry on March 21 at 7pm. 

RHOOSE PACT, at the Celtic Way Community 
Centre, Rhoose on March 21 at 7pm. 


push ahead and get 
Rhoose into even more 
of a mess.” 

Mr Griffin said the vil¬ 
lage appeared to be fac¬ 
ing up to 790 more hous¬ 
es 

“Each house will 
probly have an average 
of three people so adding 
around 2,000 people to 
the village. 

“Currently, Rhoose 
has around 5,000 resi¬ 
dents so we are effective¬ 
ly going to add around 40 
per cent to the size of 
Rhoose.” 

He said if this hap¬ 
pened Rhoose faces mas¬ 
sive problems including 
basic ones such as 
whether the school could 
cope. 

‘PAYING PRICE’ 

Vale MP Alun Cairns 
said he understood resi¬ 
dents’ frustrations. 

“Local residents right¬ 
ly highlighted their oppo¬ 
sition to the new devel¬ 
opments in Rhoose. 


“Sadly, the Welsh 
Government’s Planning 
Inspector ruled that 
development could take 
place on the land north of 
the Railway line back in 
1996 and we’re paying 
the price now. 

“It is wholly unfair 
that Rhoose is expanding 
at such a pace without 
appropriate growth in 
services such as school 
spaces, GP care and anti¬ 
flooding measures. 

“In credit to both local 
councillors, they have 
made these points, but 
policy at both a local and 
Wales-wide level is 
against. 

“We need to change 
this. The public meeting 
in Rhoose underlines the 
importance of the forth¬ 
coming LDP. 

“I am determined to 
see changes and the 
Welsh Government need 
to back down on their 
10,000 housing target for 
the Vale.” 


Regional Assembly 
Member, Andrew RT 
Davies, said the numbers 
at the meeting illustrated 
how concerned residents 
were. 

“Many of these issues 
cannot be addressed 
without a radical over¬ 
haul of the planning sys¬ 
tem so that communities 
are put at the heart of 
decision making. 

“It is also vital that 
infrastructure, from 
schools and doctors sur¬ 
geries to public transport 
provision, is appropriate¬ 
ly conceived for develop¬ 
ments of this type and 
scale. 

“I will continue to 
work with councillors 
and the local community 
and this is far from the 
end of our fight to ensure 
that the residents’ views 
are heard loud and clear”. 

Concerned residents 
say they plan to hold a 
‘review meeting ’ in 
another six months. 


Mothering Sunday 


SAINT David’s Methodist 
Church, Winston Road, Barry, 
is holding an all age church 
service on Sunday March 10, 
for Mothering Sunday at 9.45 
am, all are welcome. Contact 
the minister on Tel 406262, or 
email revpete@live.co.uk. 

The Monthly Messy Church in 
Barry takes place on March 11 at 


Crossway Methodist Church, Court 
Road, Barry, from 3.30 - 4.45pm. 
Children from ages four to 11 (with a 
parent/guardian) are welcome. 
Contact Deacon Sam Tel: 406262 or 
deacons am @ live .co.uk 

Visit website to see what is planned 
for Holy Week & Easter in the Vale: 
www. valeofglamorgancircuit. org. uk. 


Unbelievable Value at Arrow Hyundai^ - 

13 Plate 

Hyundai i30 1.4 Active 5dr 



9 arrow Hyundai 

www.arrowmotors.com 


Tondu Road, Bridgend, Mid Glamorgan CP31 4LH 

Call Today 

01656 349488 



HYunoni 
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Out and About with The GEM 


Street 

surgeries 

MP for Ogmore, Huw 
Irranca-Davies, will be 
in Llangeinor on 
Friday, March 8, for 
street surgeries 

between 1pm and 3pm, 
followed by a drop-in 
surgery at the Richard 
Price Centre, Betws 


Road, Llangeinor, 
Bridgend, CF32 8PF. 

Councillors’ 

surgery 

THE Labour council¬ 
lors for Castleland 
Ward, Chris Elmore, 
Pamela Drake, Les 
Sword and Karl 
Kuhnell, will be holding 
their month advice sur¬ 


gery on Saturday, 
March 9, at the Drop In 
Centre, Castleland 
Community Centre, 
Belvedere Crescent, 
Barry, between 

10.30am and 12pm. 

No appointment is 
necessary. For further 
information, contact 
Coun Chris Elmore on 
01446 450007 or 07967 
506116. 

AM’s surgery 

VALE AM Jane Hutt, 
will be holding an 
advice surgery on 
Saturday, March 9, 
from 10am-12 noon at 
the Barry Citizens’ 
Advice Bureau on 119 
Broad Street. 

Tabernacle 

get-together 

TABERNACLE 
Presbyterian Church 
will be holding a coffee 
morning on Saturday, 
March 9, in the 
Llantonian Hall, 
Llantwit Major, from 
10.30am to 12pm. 

Entrance £3, to 
include tea/coffee and 
biscuits. Entertainment 
will be provided by 
Marianne Harman and 
friends. All proceeds 
will go to Tabernacle 
Presbyterian Church 
funds. 

History 

lecture 

THE next meeting of 
the Dinas Powys Local 


History Society will be 
held on Tuesday, 
March 12, at 7.30pm in 
Kynance Hall with a 
lecture by Mr Aldon 
Grisdale on ‘post- 
Roman Dinas Powys’. 

An administration fee 
of £1.50 for members 
and £3 for non-members 
will be charged at the 
door. All are welcome to 
attend. Enquiries to 
Betty Williams on 02920 
513525. 

Community 

transport 

GREENLINKS 
Community Transport 
will be available to give 
advice and information 
to residents of rural 
areas in the Vale; 
Senior Health Shop, 38 
Holton Road, Barry, on 
March 12 (10am-12 
midday). Call 01446 
732385. 

Buttrills 

AGM 

BUTTRILLS 

Community 
Association is holding 
its Annual General 
Meeting on Tuesday, 
March 12 at 7.30pm at 
Buttrills Community 
Centre, North Walk, 
Barry. All welcome. 

Penarth talk 

TO mark the 50th 
anniversary of CS 
Lewis’s death, All 
Saints Church in 
Victoria Square, 


BARRY 


IMt HII1DKYOI (HI 



All staff at 

The Barley Mow 

CRAIG PENLLYN 

would like to thank all our 
long standing customers for 
their great support following 
a recently reported event. 

This occurred over a year ago, at 
which point we were carrying out 
essential building work. 

We can assure all customers we 
have completed these works 
including new flood defences. 

We are confident of now achieving 
and maintaining high standards and 
continuing to produce high quality 
food dishes using locally sourced 
produce and ingredients. 

www.barleymow.net 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


Penarth, is hosting a 
Lent talk and discus¬ 
sion series based on his 
Christian writings, led 
by Rev Dr Mark 
Dimond. The final talk 
on Wednesday, March 
13 is on the subject of 
‘love’. 

To celebrate 

Mothering Sunday on 
March 10, services in the 
parish of Penarth All 
Saints will have a special 
focus on motherhood, 
with flowers for all the 
ladies! 

For more information, 
visit www. alls aintspe 
narth.co.uk. 

Cabinet 

forum 

THE Vale Council 
Cabinet question and 
answer forum takes 
place on Wednesday, 
March 13, at Wick 
Village Hall starting at 
7pm. All residents are 
welcome. 

Free play 

TO celebrate National 
Learn to Play Day on 
Saturday, March 16, 
Penny Weedon Kerr (in 
association with 

Cardiff Live Music 
Club) will be offering 
free ‘Koffee, Kake and 
Keyboard’ workshops 
in Boverton. 

Telephone 01446 
792171. 


Barry Railway book 
is a must for fans 


A MUST for all 
railway fans is 
Peter Brabham’s 
Barry -The History 
Of The Yard And Its 
Locomotives 
(Published by Ian 
Allan at £35 and 
available from the 
Ian Allan 
Bookshop in the 
Royal Arcade in 
Cardiff). 

The hardback 256- 
page book tells the leg¬ 
endary story of the 
Barry scrapyard which 
was instrumental in sav¬ 
ing more than 200 loco¬ 
motives and gave life to 
the railway preservation 
movement. 

There are many fasci¬ 
nating photographs of 
some famous locomo¬ 
tives before, during and 
after their restoration 
and full details of the 
subsequent careers of all 
the featured locomotives 
on Britain’s heritage 
railways. 

The front cover 
shows GWR ‘King’ 
class No 6023 King 
Edward II captured on 
shed at Cardiff Canton 



depot on February 18, 
1962 and the bottom 
picture shows the dete¬ 
riorating condition of 
GWR No 6023 King 
Edward II in Barry 
scrapyard on September 


2, 1978. 

This is a book that 
railway enthusiasts will 
treasure for the rest of 
their lives. 

BRIAN LEE 


Sustainable Wick Community Group 

are organising a 

QUIZ NIGHT 

Starting at 7.30pm on 
Sunday 17th March, to be held in 
The Star Inn, Wick. 


OCEAN LOUNGE • PORTHKERRY 


shown on large 
TV Screens plus 
HD 10ft Cinema 
Screen & surround 
sound. 

Half time food 
for all Welsh 
matches. 


It looks like being a classic summer season here at the Ocean 
Lounge. With a few more improvements, and some changes to the 
menu and a new specials board, we are definitely worth visiting, .i 

Can you be entertained? Aj 

Mixing it up a bit more this year! As well as cabaret nights on a All 

Saturday we will be having some bands and comedians, plus a ' BBS ibv 
mixture of other acts on a Friday (Easter onwards) such as _ ivuywy 

karaoke, theme nights, band nights, comedy nights, and drag 
artists, there is something for everyone. It’s the only place 
to go to over the Bank holiday weekends, with 3 big nights of 
entertainment - Keep an eye out for what’s coming. 

And to eat? We offer a great value menu from only £4.99 
with traditional family favourites, plus some more unusual fayre 
too, mostly sourced from local growers and suppliers, fresh 
meats every Sunday, roasted to perfection with only the 
finest vegetables used. 

At only £7.95 our Sunday lunch offers exceptional value for a 
table served meal in relaxed surroundings without the hustle 
and the bustle of the usual carvery fare. Booking for lunch is 
definitely recommended. 

The location? With fantastic views from the cliff top overlooking 
the Bristol Channel, with views to The Knap and the historic islands 
of Steepholm and Flatholm, and on a clear day across to 
Weston it is a great place to find refreshment with the large 
cliff top patio and outdoor seating and BBQ area, with a 
monthly out-door BBQ with live band from 3pm (subject to 
weather conditions), and yet only a 10 minute trip from 
Barry or Llantwit Major. 

What else? A large car park and pleasant location makes 
us an ideal place to hold a wedding reception, birthday party, 
conference or any private function. In short, a great place, 
serving good food and good beer, with a great atmosphere! 

Bookings for Mothers Day now being taken, 

2 course meal £9.95, plus entertainment. Booking 
definitely recommended to avoid disappointment. 

From the end of May, Thursday Night Quiz 
plus grab a burger & chips with a pint 
for only £5.95 


OPEN FROM SATURDAY, 9th MARCH 
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PORTHKERRY LEISURE PARK, 
, RHOOSE, CF62 3ZP . 

OPEN FOR MOTHER’S DAY 7 
MARCH 10th - 2 courses £9*95 

FROM MARCH 17th 2013 
2PM - ONWARDS 

SUNDAY ROAST £7-95 

TO FIND US, CLICK ‘DIRECTIONS* @ 
WWW.FIREJOUST.COM 


Telephone: 01446 710362 / 711538 


Open Friday 7pm -12 midnight; Saturday 12noon-4pm, 7pm-12 midnight; Sunday 12noon-4pm . 
See our advert in The GEM for regular entertainment updates and extended opening dates J 
★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 
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Stoker is a gothic thriller 
that is visually superb 


F ans of 

Korean cine¬ 
ma (and I 
know there are 
plenty reading this 
column) will 
already be well 
aware of Park 
Chan-Wook, but 
for those less world¬ 
ly, he is a writer- 
director whose 
work has spe¬ 
cialised in tales of 
revenge and writing 
wrongs, beautifully 
stylised and never 
scrimping on show¬ 
ing the conse¬ 
quences of actions. 

Having plied his trade 
in Asia, he makes his 
English-language debut 
with Stoker, which tells 
the story of India (Mia 
Wasikowska), whose 
world is turned upside 
down when her father 
dies and her mother, 
Evelyn (Nicole 
Kidman), invites her 
estranged uncle Charles 
(Matthew Goode) to stay 
with the family. 

Suspicious of Charles, 


India soon finds herself 
becoming infatuated 
with this mysterious man 
as his motives slowly 
become clear... 

Having enjoyed Park 
Chan-Wook’s previous 
works, it was with a 
mixture of excitement 
and trepidation that 
Stoker was approached, 
the American film indus¬ 
try often diluting and 
weakening the strengths 
of directors for whom 
English is not their first 
language. 

While the film is a 
gothic delight, stylish 
and macabre with a 
slow-wrought tension 
that burns throughout, 
matched by a strong 
debut script from Prison 
Break’s Wentworth 
Miller, it also feels 
slightly empty, the beau¬ 
tiful visuals lacking 
enough oomph under¬ 
neath for it to really grab 
hold of you. 

The film is most cer¬ 
tainly beautiful to look 
at, Chan-Wook’s distinct 
style is unaffected by 
working abroad and is 
full of wonderful 
moments that very rarely 
feel like art for art’s 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 

Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

@GEMScreen Talk 


MAYOR’S COFFEE 

THE Mayor of the Vale will hold a coffee morn¬ 
ing in the Corporate Suite, Civic Offices, Barry, 
on March 12, 10.30am to 12 noon. All proceeds 
will go to the Llamau charity. 


sake. 

The direction is 
thoughtful, loaded with 
subtext, with every shot 
having meaning, the 
sharper-eyed decon¬ 
structing the elements of 
the story through Chan- 
Wook’s visual story¬ 
telling, while those 
happy to sit back and 
enjoy the ride can just 
luxuriate in a wonderful¬ 
ly-shot piece of work. 

It is more than 
matched by Wentworth 
Millar’s screenplay, a 
taut story that oozes ten¬ 
sion, duplicity and mys¬ 
tery in equal measure, 
but when stripped down 
to the bare bones 
becomes something a lot 
more well-worn. 


Thankfully, the execu¬ 
tion is what avoids it 
becoming the predictable 
fare that a lesser director 
would let it slip into. 

Coupled with Miller’s 
sharp characterisation, it 
takes it a cut above, as 
do the performances. 

Mia Wasikowska has 
previous in playing trou¬ 
bled teens on the cusp of 
maturity (you could 
argue that India is a 
more realistic Alice, 
shorn of her 
Wonderland) and the 
actress takes great 
delight in delivering a 
keen performance, her 
awkward body language 
and frowning features 
giving the character an 
unsettling edge. 

Nicole Kidman, as her 
frosty mother, unsure of 
how to deal with her 
daughter, is a match for 
Wasikowska, all flinty 
features and resentment 
and regret, leaving her 
more than open to the 
attentions of Matthew 
Goode’s mysterious 
Charles. 

With an almost vam¬ 
pire-like charisma (the 
inspiration perhaps for 
the title?), Goode is 
superb, the chiselled 
cool hiding a malevo¬ 
lence that only rarely 
comes to the surface but 
whose presence you can 
feel constantly, and his is 
the highlight of a well- 
acted ensemble. 


Underneath it all there 
isn’t as much substance 
as you would maybe 
expect, but the beauty of 
the direction and won¬ 
derful performances 
somewhat make up for 
this in what is a strong, 
if slightly flawed, work. 

VERDICT - Park 
Chan-Wook’s English- 
language debut goes 
very well. Stoker is a 
visually gorgeous, gothic 
thriller that goes for 
style over substance but 
still engages. 

A strong script and 
wonderful performances 
mean that the quality on 
show takes this a step 
above similar fare. 
Enjoyable. 

SEE THIS IF YOU 
LIKED: Oldboy (2003), 
Dracula (1931) 


Coveted award just 
the right medicine 
for harpist Llywelyn! 


WELSH harpist 
Llywelyn Jones won 
the first Lyon and 
Healy harp compe¬ 
tition, held at the 
Royal Welsh 

College of Music 
and Drama in 
Cardiff recently. 

The final year student 
was one of three interna¬ 
tional winners, beating 
off 37 other competitors 
to win the coveted award 
and £2,000 worth of 
prize money. 

This success comes 
10 days after he won the 
concerto trials at the 
Royal College, and an 
opportunity to perform 
in a concert at the Dora 
Stoutzker Hall at the col¬ 
lege this autumn. 



Book show on line 


A LINE-UP of authors and 
illustrators will be beamed live 
to homes, schools, bookshops 
and libraries when ‘The 
Biggest Book Show on Earth’ 
returns for World Book Day 
today (March 7). 

The event, to be hosted by children’s 
writer and TV presenter Tony 
Robinson, will see bestselling authors 
and illustrators join the UK’s original 
online live-streamed festival celebrat¬ 
ing books and reading for youngsters. 

Broadcast live from the Queen 
Elizabeth Hall in London, it will 


ABOVE: Llywelyn Jones 
Lyon and Healy sup- tion is a stepping-stone 
port competition and for Llywelyn to the 
help launch careers, by major competitions in 
providing a gold concert Los Angeles and Tel 
harp as first prize at the Aviv. 

USA International Harp Llywelyn’s dedication 

Competition and the prompted him to enlist 
International Harp the help of the Centre for 
Contest in Israel. Integrated Sports 

The Cardiff competi- Medicine’s clinic 

(CISM) at Ewenny, a 
specialist company pro¬ 
viding a unique medical 
system to help clients 
achieve peak perform¬ 
ance. 

Llywelyn said: “This 
was the biggest competi¬ 
tion that I have done. 
My goal was to win the 
concerto trials but I did¬ 
n’t dream that I would 
win the Lyon and Healy. 

“The team at CISM 
have undoubtedly 
helped to improve my 
success since I started 
my programme with 
them seven months 
ago.” 


include Horrid Henry author 
Francesca Simon showing how to 
bring characters to life, and ‘grand 
dame’ of children’s literature, Shirley 
Hughes, explaining how to use illustra¬ 
tions. 

Also taking to the stage to offer their 
insights to children to help them 
improve their writing will be Lauren 
Child ( Ruby Redford ), Liz Pichon {Tom 
Gates), Cathy Cassidy {The Chocolate 
Box Girls) and Anthony Horowitz 
{Diamond Brothers), while illustrators 
Rachel Bright and Guy Parker-Rees 
will demonstrate how to draw charac¬ 
ters and book covers. 

Visit www.worldbookday.com. 



Is your kitchen looking unwell? 
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CARDIFF ROAD, BARRY INDUJTRIAL MATE t 

More than meets the eye! 


DON’T FORGET LOCAL SERVICES PROVIDED ON YOUR DOORSTEP 

SMEs are life-blood of the Barry economy 


T HE economic 
assessments 
of a nation 
often focus on big 
companies - banks, 
supermarkets, car 
manufacturers, 
builders - but a 
vital cog in business 
is provided by small 
and medium sized 
enterprises (SMEs). 

Micro companies 
employ up to 10 people, 
small, up to 50, and 
medium, up to 250. 

In Barry a large num¬ 


ber of these companies 
are based on local trad¬ 
ing estates. Most are 
owned by local people. 

Smaller companies 
have distinct advantages 
over larger ones. They 
are ‘nimbler’ and can 
react to changes 
demanded by customers 
instantly - large busi¬ 
nesses can take a long 
time to roll out changes. 

Many of these Barry 
businesses give excellent 
service because they get 
to know their clients 
well, want to do their 
best for them, and rely 
on repeat business. 



Sandwiches, Baguettes, 
Filled Rolls, Paninis, 
Jacket Potatoes, Pies, 
Pasties & Salad Pots, Hot & Cold Drinks. 
Daily Specials - Hot Roast Beef, 

Chicken Curry, Rice and Chips, etc. 

Full Breakfasts and Breakfast Rolls, 
PLUS LOTS MORE 
Unit 9Ty Verlon Industrial Estate, 
Barry, CF63 2BE 

Tel. 01446 421405 07779 661980 
www.bakersbaguettes.com 


So what sort of busi¬ 
nesses do we have on 
our trading estates in 
Barry? 

There are catering 
businesses, garages, 
building trade suppliers, 
double-glazing compa¬ 
nies, valeting businesses, 
meat suppliers, costume 
jewellery stockists, and a 
business centre to name 
a few! 

Some people are natu¬ 
rally sceptical about how 
beneficial large compa¬ 
nies and and globalisa¬ 
tion is to a local econo¬ 
my. How much do they 
put back into the local 
community? Do they 
pay a fair amount of tax? 

The owners of small 
businesses live in their 
own communities, often 
with local suppliers of 
their own, so the money 
is reinvested. 

Next time you need a 
particular service, don’t 
just think of using a 
chain supplier, or a 
multi-national, think of 
local businesses in the 
Vale - they may provide 
that little bit extra. 


DINAS WINDOWS' 
25TH ANNIVERSARY 


D inas windows has 

been in business for 25 
years serving the Vale 
and surrounding area. Our 
name is well known in the 
local area as being a reliable 
and efficient company with 
customers returning time 
again and recommending us 
on the way. 

As a company, we always strive to 
do the best that we can when fitting 
our windows, doors and conservato¬ 
ries, which are all manufactured at 
our premises in Barry. 

We are introducing new products 
all the time; for example, why don’t 


Dinas Windows Ltd 

SAME.NAME-; SAME COMPANY! 

Get a quote now 25th Anniversary 
New Windows • Doors • Conservatory 
Porches • Fascia Soffits and Guttering 


We also do repair work 
to Windows and Doors 



You name it 
We can do it! 

Ring now on 01446 749055 


Freephone 0800 0260587 - 24 hours 

Unit 16,Ty-Verlon Industrial Estate 
Cardiff Road, Barry 
www.dinaswindows.co.uk 



Angela Baker of Baker’s Baguettes has an 
impressive range of food for busy 
people on the go. 



you ask for a brochure for a new 
composite door with many colours to 
choose from? 

Whatever your choice of windows, 
doors or conservatories, come to 
Dinas Windows for a free no-obliga- 
tion quotation today - and know you 
are dealing with a reliable local busi¬ 
ness who are the best. 

We would like to thank all our cus¬ 
tomers, past and present, for support¬ 
ing Dinas Windows and hope that 
they will continue to do so in the 
future. 

25 years - same company, same 
name. 

Please call helpline 01446 749055, 
or 0800 0260587 (24 hours). 


ABOVE: Boxes and Busts displays are a myriad of colour and 
design - ready for your jewellery making. 



LOG BURNING STOVES 
FIRES & FIREPLACES 




PACKAGE DEAL 

now available 
for chimney re-lining 

9m, 316, 6” Flue Liner 
with lOyr warranty. 
M.A. Vitreous Pipe 
Pot Hanging Cowl 

FROM ONLY £850 
including labour 


QUALITY WOOD BURNERS. 
Merlin, Stovax, Franco Beige, 
Woodwarm plus lots more 


Open: Mon-Sat 10am-5pm. Closed 1 -2pm 


www.chiversrestoration.com 
Email: info@ chiversrestoration.com 
CARDIFF ROAD, BARRY 
Tel: 01446 720408 Mobile: 07817 625222 


ABOVE: 

K B Facilities Management offers a full 
domestic and commercial building and 
maintenance service, and all the 
work is carried out to the highest standard. 


Wedding travel 
experts can 
make your day 
extra special 


L et 

Hawthorn 
Travel take 
the worry away 
from you on your 
wedding day. 
Hawthorn will take 
your guests to and 
from your wedding 
reception and 
evening party. 

This is the easiest 
way to organise every¬ 
one. Hawthorn Travel 


have done as many as 
50 weddings during the 
last year, at venues such 
as Fonmon Castle, 
Cottrell Park, Miskin 
Manor, the Vale Hotel 
and City Hall in Cardiff, 
to name but a few. 

Speak to the profes¬ 
sional staff at Hawthorn 
Travel to help you with 
your special day; 01446 
736295 or 01446 
421117. 


hawthorn 

travel 


Coach Hire & Minibus 


Available for 
weddings, private 
club outings, parties, 
a day at the races etc. 

For further information, 
please call 
01446 736295 
or 01446 421117 


Unit 10, Ty Verlon 
Industrial Estate, Cardiff 
Road, Barry CF62 3BE 
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FULL SELECTION OF BBQ MEAT PACKS • BACON • SAUSAGES • CHOPS • STEAKS • MARINATED MEATS • CHICKEN • PORK • BEEF • ETC « 


MARCH MADNESS!! VESA 

HALF PRICE MEAT OFFERS 


THE MEAT 
SUPERSTORE 


Unit 5, Palmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, Barry CF63 2XA 

Telephone: 01446 721206 

(Formerly Phillip Saunders Warehouse) 


CHICKEN B 

> 


FILLETS 


i ' i 


5 kilos/ 
20-24 
Portions 



■ 

£6 off 

RRP 






NEW ZEALAND 
OF LAMB 


, ONLY 

W£9.99 

EACH 


1.9 to 2.2 kg 

WAS 




£14.99 

Each 




TURKEY CROWNS 



.PRICE 



f F-oir 

fhtAin JBL 
_ i _i 




6xqtr. lb. 

BEEF 

BURGERS 

£2.99 

a pack 

TWO 
PACKS 
FOR £5 



iW/T3i x j 

■ :: 






ONLY 

« £1.99 

V A PACK. 


QUILTED TOILET TISSUE (9 pack) I SILVER SPOON 

1 GRANULATED 
SUGAR (lkg) 


M&jSSSi 1 . 


L f*r 


__ 

ONLYN__ . 

£1.99 Y&JU *El 

.A PACK/ 




KNORR RAGU (soo g ) 

(original / Traditional) 


'ONLY 

75 P 

■ each 

- ' - — ■■ ■ : •' 



OFFERS END SUNDAY 31st MARCH - SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY 


TRADE MEAT WAREHOUSE 


HOWTO FIND US: 

Turn at traffic lights at Dow Corning and head 
up Palmerston Road, turn left just before 
Waitrose, then follow the yellow VFM signs. 

Set your sat nav to 

★ CF63 2XA ★ 




OPEN SEVEN DAYS 

Monday - Saturday 8.00 am - 5.30 pm 
Sunday 9.00 am - 2.00 pm 


• GROCERIES • FROZEN VEGETABLES • FISH • DESSERTS • READY MEALS • GROCERIES • FROZEN VEGETABLES • FISH • DESSERTS • 


LARGE PACKS AVAILABLE FOR HOME FREEZING • MARINATED MEATS • CHICKEN • LARGE PACKS AVAILABLE FOR HOME FREEZING • MARINATED MEATS • CHICKEN 
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CARDIFF ROAD, BARRY 
INDUSTRIAL ESTATES 

More than meets the eye! 




FACILITIES 

MANAGEMENT 


ABOVE: Hawthorn Travel. 


Offer a full domestic and commercial 
building and maintenance service. 

All work carried out to the highest 
standard. Sovereign approved timber 
and damp proof specialists. 

Call John 07779 661983 
or Nigel 07973 368301 
UNIT 12, TY VERLON IND EST, 
CARDIFF ROAD, BARRY 


Lloyds Auto Detailing 

Lloyds Auto Detailing offers a full 
range of Auto Cleaning Services 
starting with a £5 car wash to the full 
valet and the top end detailing service. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
CALL LLOYD ON 07766 335736. 

Or call in at unit 17 Ty Verlon Ind Est, 
Cardiff Rd. Barry. 

X Find us on Facebook 

It—» "Thar /uif 


A CRAFTING DEPARTMENT 
STORE IN THE VALE 


W ITH the team already expanded 
by two new members, 2013 is 
going to be an exciting year for 
The Bead Room at Boxes and Busts, who 
celebrate their 10th birthday this June. 

There is a wonderful community spirit with 
Louise and Paul at the helm and at its core is a 
Saturday afternoon creche, just for crafters not chil¬ 
dren! 

From 1pm to 4pm every Saturday there are 
refreshments and lots of chat to go along with jew¬ 
ellery-making help and advice. All are welcome to 
join in. 

There are lots of new plans to be unveiled this 
year and top of the list is a super new website due to 
be launched after Easter, 

The Bead Room carries the widest stock of beads 
and findings in the area. 

The latest additions to The Bead Room are Italian 
hollow glass beads and the Polaris range which 
included 12mm Rounds set with Swarovski. 



We have expanded into new, 
larger premises - now at: 

Unit 3e, Palmersvale 
Business Centre, 
Barry CF63 2XA 

Asbestos Removal & 
Disposal Services 

• INDUSTRIAL 

• COMMERCIAL 

• RESIDENTIAL 

Fully licensed through the Health & Safety 
Executive: Licence Number: 4061105056 

‘IF IN DOUBT, CALL 
THE EXPERTS OUT!’ 

SERVICES WE OFFER: 

Asbestos Removal & Disposal • Asbestos 
Management, Refurbishment & Demolition 
Surveys • Demolition & Soft Stripping • Asbestos 
Sampling • Artex Ceiling Removal • Asbestos 
Shed & Garage Roofs removed & reinstated • 
Asbestos Soffits and Facia Boards • Asbestos 
Floor Tiles • Reinstatement Projects. 

Lowest prices guaranteed 

CALL NOW FOR A FREE 
NO OBLIGATION 
QUOTATION FOR ANY OF 
THE ABOVE SERVICES. 


E-Mail: asguardltd@btconnect.com 
Mobile: 07843 578119 


The Luna Soft beads are selling as fast as they get 
stock; Muyuki Peanut beads and sterling silver ear 
wires are amongst the new stock lines due next week 
with many more exciting additions to come. 

Boxes and Busts is fast becoming the crafting 
department store the Vale needs! 


A Gift V otic her 


A 


Tto fWfld Room 
W*uld nmkv a pe rfect 
M«4b«r'» Day Gift 
lor your crafty Mum 


dr mg thU abort ui«*> you to 
receive a 10% Oicajunt 

Nw In 

50f wived hug of l euoorm 
Butts US for j set £1.341 i«c 

Satin Edge Organza 
It railr rtth in a choice sf 
22 eolfMir* si ju*t £1.49 



Baxes A Butt* 

UH It, Ty Vert#* IM h*. Cv*ff 
Barry. 0*3 2HF 

11446 1012)0 


tfpea MaaS) to Sarsnfcy tin to 4pci 


T he fully 
serviced 
office facili¬ 
ties at The Business 



S«4 ^C<«tfH If 
diiiff int'MMi 


Tel: 0800 634 9920 


fr^ulrtattj'tttflHiiinHtrrnfrfaniinf.roUk 


ABOVE: Lloyd’s Auto Detailing provides 
that extra special valet. 

The Business 
Centre works for 
vour business 

Centre (Cardiff) 
Ltd provide all the 
necessary support, 
services and infra¬ 
structure to enable 
businesses to oper¬ 
ate successfully 
without having to 
deal with the daily 
infrastructure 
headaches, giving 
you more time to 
concentrate on 
what is important - 
running your busi¬ 
ness! 

At The Business 
Centre (Cardiff) Ltd, 
we provide serviced 
office facilities, shared 
offices, virtual offices 
(call answering and 
business addresses), 
conference and meet¬ 
ing room hire and IT 
training suites. 

For further informa¬ 
tion and prices on The 
Business Centre 
(Cardiff) Ltd services, 
please contact a mem¬ 
ber of the team today 
on 01446 739911 or 
enquiries @thebusiness- 
centreonline.co.uk 
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Captain’s 
approval 
boosts Year 
of Convoy 

BARRY and the greater from all those 


rest of the Vale has 
a great friend in 
Captain Joe Earl of 
Bristol, who has 
penned many a 
nautical verse or 
two over the years. 

He has come to the 
aid of the local Barry 
Merchant Navy 
Association branch on 
many occasions. 

Joe was recently 
awarded the Merchant 
Navy Medal for his serv¬ 
ice, and his pen, among 
many other activities. 

Much of his tribute 
work features Barry and 
has locally been present¬ 
ed to the mayors of the 
town and Vale over the 
years and forms part of 
the Merchant Navy walls 
at both Barry and the 
Vale Council offices. 

These feature The 
Paddle Steamer ‘Barry’, 
Barry Seamen and Barry 
Dock - Loading Coal. 
They were always 
intended for the people 
of Barry. 

His poem, A Stamp of 
Approval, has helped 
Barry branch and the 
National Merchant Navy 
Association, among oth¬ 
ers, pursue a set of post 
office stamps that are 
due to be launched in 
September of this year, 
the Year of the Convoy, 
and will feature the turn¬ 
ing point of the Battle of 
the Atlantic in which 
many men from the Vale 
served. 

Joe’s stamp of 
approval certainly 
touched Stanley 
Gibbons, the worldwide 
leader in philately, and a 
£50 cheque from them 
for an article of the same 
title, kickstarted the now 
completed 

renovation/refurbishment 
of the shared grave of 
Captain Cecil Foster, 
master of the SS 
Trevessa. 

Cecil, of East View 
Terrace, Barry, was 
received by the King at 
Buckingham Palace, 
loved by his wife Minnie 
and immortalised in 
another poem for Barry 
by Joe. A further tribute 
to Cecil and all those 
lost from Trevessa is 
planned for later this 
year. 

Joe has also penned 
Tell The Children (for 
the Year of the Convoy). 

The Battle of the 
Atlantic was the domi¬ 
nating factor all through 
the war, and we should 
not forget that every¬ 
thing happening else¬ 
where, on land, at sea or 
in the air, ultimately 
depended on its out¬ 
come. 

Tell the Children 

A special breed of men 
my friend - a special 
breed of men., 

I’m talking of the con¬ 
voys and remember once 
again, 

Seventy years have 
passed proving what we 
owe, 

Our debt is all the 


years ago. 

Our Mariners endured, 
intrepid and low paid, 
With stubborn sense of 
purpose carried on their 
trade, 

Still they served our 
country sailing there and 
back, 

Hauling vital cargoes in 
times that looked so 
black. 

These doughty 
Merchant Seamen knew 
their cruel fate, If struck 
by cunning sea-wolves 
lurking there in wait, If 
they lived to tell their 
story and strived to stay 
afloat, They struggled on 
with hardships aboard 
an open boat. 

Life goes on of course, 
we age and youngsters 
grow, 

Ask them about the con¬ 
voys find out what they 
know, 

Show them our Red 
Duster, explain our 
island race, 

Shed light upon the 
Nelson touch and put the 
seaman’s case. 

Spell out the wartime 
rations and shortage of 
supplies, 

Clarify the fight they had 
risking of their lives, 

Tell them of the oceans 
and lifelines to supply, 
Our children have their 
freedom and should 
know the reason why. 

Between 1941 and 
1945, the Arctic convoys 
transported more than 
four million tonnes of 
supplies to the Soviet 
Union. More than 100 
ships were lost with 
3,000 sailors lost their 
lives. Winston Churchill 
said the Arctic convoy 
mission was “The most 
dangerous journey in the 
world”. 

IN BRIEF" 

Support 
group’s next 
meeting 
The next meeting of 
the Vale of 
Glamorgan 
Fibromyalgia 
Support Group is 
on Tuesday, March 
12 11am - 1pm. 

Telephone Gay nor for 
more details on 01446- 
733315 

Golden 

Oldies 

A CHARITY that uses 
music to brighten the 
lives of the elderly and 
isolated, launched its 
new session in Barry 
recently at Salem 
Baptist Church, Beryl 
Road. 

This had been made 
possible by a partnership 
between Golden Oldies 
Cymru and Age Concern, 
Cardiff and Vale. Well 
over 25 people attended 
the first taster session; it 
costs £1 which includes 
tea/coffee and a free 
golden oldies t-shirt! 

Next session with 
Beth Ford, session 
leader, is on March 12 at 
10.30am-11.30am. 
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GREAT NEWS 

From ^ arrow hyundai 


WE'VE EXTENDED OUR AMAZING 13 PLATE OFFERS 
UNTIL SUNDAY 31st MARCH - DON'T MISS OUT! 

T BRAND NE^M^PU^I^AR^VMJNPRECEDENTE^PRICE^J 

^MASSIV^SAVING^AGAINS^RECOMMENDE^RETAI^PRICEj 
FINANCE AVAILABLE FROM 5.9% APR REPRESENTATIVE 


New Top of the Range 110 Style 


Brand New ix20 


ra £76901 

^ipooiin 

SAVE £1805’ 




&£10685 

J_ \^J 

SAVE £1510 


Brand New 130 


Brand New i30 Tourer 


; £12000 

“"£1250sEL.| 

SAVE £2600’ 




■ ■ • Tondu Road, Bridgend, CF314LH 

A arrow hyundai can Today 

www.arrowmotors.com 0844 5390280 



HYurmni 
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Transparency 
better than 
confidentiality 


T here have 
been many 
letters and 
articles in The 
GEM recently 
relating to propos¬ 
als to close three 
Vale schools. 

Communities, 
schools, parents and 
children have been 
shocked and upset and 
understandably so. Key 
individuals should con¬ 
sider their position. 

But there is also a 
wider and more funda¬ 
mental problem and that 
is about the need for 
secrecy in dealing with 
matters that will have a 
major impact in our 
community. I use the 
word secrecy in prefer¬ 
ence to the jargon ‘Part 
2’ because it more accu¬ 
rately informs. 

Confidentiality on 
some matters is neces¬ 
sary but I wonder on 
what grounds the deci¬ 
sion to make this matter 
hush-hush was based? 

Openness should be 
the default position, with 
officials having to fully 
explain any secrecy, and 
councillors challenging 


that reasoning. 

The new Labour-led 
council should have 
realised the highly emo¬ 
tive issue to close 
schools needed to be 
managed intelligently 
and sensitively, and 
there are better ways of 
doing that apart from a 
behind closed doors 
approach. 

To expect so many 
people to have kept the 
secret was naive, and the 
emphasis on blaming the 
source of the leak was 
perhaps bordering on 
paranoia. 

Labour’s election 


manifesto promised to, 
‘Give the public a bigger 
say on the things that 
really matter to them and 
listen to their views’ and 
the early cabinet agendas 
showed some signs of 
improved openness and 
transparency. 

This may have been a 
better approach to keep¬ 
ing the issue away from 
the public glare. Finally, 
the concept of consulting 
the people after taking 
the decision lacks credi¬ 
bility. 

Dennis Harkus 
(FocusBARRY 
supporter) 


Use bus service - 
OR LOSE IT! 


1 REFER to my 
recent letter in 
The GEM about 
the bus service 86 
to Culverhouse, to 
which I received a 
positive response 
from readers. 

After initial concerns 
about the financial via¬ 
bility of this route, 
Hawthorn Travel has 
decided to continue on a 


MP’s thanks to 
local campaigners 


1 WRITE to 
thank all the 
parents, gover¬ 
nors, teachers and 
the wider communi¬ 
ty who secured the 
future of Oak Field, 
Llanfair and 
Llancarfan primary 
schools that were 
under threat of clo¬ 
sure. 

This is an excellent 
example where people 
power won the day. So 
many gave up their time 
to attend meetings, to 
plan campaigns, to 
research data, to protest 
or simply to offer sup¬ 
port. 

Having visited all the 
schools on more than 
one occasion and spoken 
to many during the cam¬ 
paign, I was so 
impressed with the com¬ 
mitment and determina¬ 
tion shown by all. 

I am particularly 
pleased that each cam¬ 


paign chose to support 
that of the other schools. 
It would have been so 
easy to believe that clo¬ 
sure of another would 
give their own school a 
better chance of sur¬ 
vival. This is such an 
important lesson. 

It is also important to 
recognise the key part 
that The GEM played in 
reporting concerns in a 
balanced manner and by 
updating readers on the 
changing position of the 
Vale Council. 

After such a stunning 
outcome, we need to 
gain formal reasons why 
closure plans were not 
progressed. These could 
be critical in case we 
find ourselves in a 
threatened position in 
the future. Such reasons 
will be the starting point 
of our defence. 

Thank you and con¬ 
gratulations to all 
involved. 

Alun Cairns MP 


two-month trial period, 
starting from Thursday 
March 14. 

The altered timetable 
means that residents in 
Sully will also have the 
opportunity to use the 
twice weekly service. 

The bus will start at 
the Garden Suburb in 
Barry and travel through 
to Sully, via Cog Road, 
on a circular route, back 
to South Road and then 
on to Dinas Powys. 

The residents who 
support this service on 
Thursdays and Saturdays 
really appreciate it, and 
passengers will have a 
full two hours at 
Culverhouse after get¬ 
ting off at Marks and 
Spencer. 

Notices with the bus 
timetable will be in the 
libraries in Sully, 

Penarth and Barry and 
Dinas Powys by the 
beginning of next week. 

Alternatively, times 
can be obtained by ring¬ 
ing me on 029 2051 
3274 or from Andrew 
Eccleshare at the Vale 
Council, 01446 700 111. 

Hawthorn Travel is 
keen to make this special 
service a success. I 
would ask that residents 
who would like the 
chance to spend a couple 
of hours, perhaps having 
a coffee with friends or 
doing some shopping , 
do their best to support 
this. 

It really is a case of 
‘use it or lose it’. 

Val Hartrey, 

Dinas Powys 


SHARE YOUR VIEWS! 

Let us know what you 
think about what is going 
on in the Vale - email 

qemeditorial@tindlenews.co.uk 


BRIDGEND INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 

Business update... 

Professionals - Just a stone*s throw away! 


Local trading 
estate offers 
huge variety 

w 


MEET THE 
ADVERTISERS... 


HEN it 
comes to 
looking at 
the economic 
health of a town 
such as Bridgend, 
some of the most 
important areas 
can sometimes be 
overlooked. 

Members of the pub¬ 
lic who are locked into 
a ‘retail’ mindset - 
whether that be town 
centre or out-of-town - 
don’t give enough 
thought to what is 
available on areas like 
the Bridgend Industrial 
Estate. 

This estate is impor¬ 
tant for two reasons. 
First, the traders there 
are making a huge dif¬ 
ference to the area by 
offering employment, 
generating ancillary 
economic activity and, 
of course, paying their 
business rates! 

The estate is big in 
every sense - in area, 
in importance and in 
the variety of goods 
and services on offer. 

If you drive around 
the 300-acre estate and 
check out the main 
roads and the side 
roads, you can clock up 
about five miles - but 
that petrol money will 
be cash well spent. 

The Bridgend 
Industrial Estate stands 
on land once devoted 
to the Second World 
War effort, when the 
Royal Ordnance 
Factory (ROF) pro¬ 
duced all kinds of 
munitions. 

Now, the range of 
businesses is vast. 
Several motor dealer¬ 
ships are based on the 
estate and, logically, so 
are all the motor spe¬ 


cialists you could need. 

Whether you need 
work on regular car 
maintenance, body¬ 
work, or tyres, there is 
a specialist on site 
somewhere in the 
estate. 

Celtic Tyres for 
instance (see their ad 
on page 35) have been 
a fixture on the estate 
for years 

When it comes to 
homes and gardens, 
once again the choice 
is huge, from tiling to 
furniture, and from 
bedrooms to building 
materials. 

It is fair to say that if 
you want something 
inside the home, or out¬ 
side in the garden, you 
will find it on the 
Bridgend Industrial 
Estate. 

Many of the estab¬ 
lished businesses on 
the estate find that cus¬ 
tomers come from far 
and wide. 

Its proximity to the 
M4 makes it easy to 
get to, and all the busi¬ 
nesses have plenty of 
parking space, so that 
once you have found 
the business you need, 
then visiting is hassle 
free! 

The administrative 
centre of the estate - its 
own ‘town centre’ - 
shows just how much it 
matters to the economy 
of Bridgend, with sev¬ 
eral high street banks 
there, together with a 
cafe, post office, 
newsagent and a laun¬ 
dry. 

In these trying days 
when resources are 
stretched to the limit, 
there is real value to be 
found on the estate. 

It’s well worth a 
look! 



So much to see at Theodore Salvage and Reclamation. 



Celtic Tyres have found the estate to he a great base. 


Oil 


Thank you to all our loyal customers... 

Celebrating 10 years! 


sj'Ju VOLVO 

Bridgend’s Alternative to main dealer prices... 


TRUST THE CAR, TRUST OUR SERVICE 



All servicing, repairs, 
tyres & MOTs carried 
out at realistic prices 


Fully equipped workshop with the very latest Volvo 

diagnostic technology 

Volvo checklist issued with every service 

Courtesy cars available • Local collection & delivery service 

State of the art showroom with exceptionally 

comfortable waiting area 

Bridgend VOLVO Specialists Ltd, Unit 7-8, North Point, 
Bridgend Industrial Estate CF31 3RX 
www.bvswales.co.uk 
For more information call 01656 769769 


COITY ENGINEERING 
& SITE SERVICES Ltd. 



Decorative Ironwork 
Gates • Handrails 
Railings 

Welding/Fabrication 
Dog Runs 
Installation 
Repair Work 


07789 695476 or 
01656 650336 
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BRIDGEND INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 

Business update... 

Professionals - Just a stone*s throw away! 


MEET THE 
ADVERTISERS... 


Del’s Tyres and Repairs 



Don’t tell anybody... Mark Johnson celebrates 
a big ‘O’birthday on Friday, March 8. 


D EL’S TYRES 
has been 
operating on 
Bridgend Industrial 
Estate since 
January 2011, and 
in that time has 
already built up a 
loyal customer 
base. 

Delvin Baber, owner 
of Del’s Tyres, has a 
passion for motor vehi¬ 
cles, and a wealth of 
knowledge of the trade 
- from running his own 
coach and taxi business, 
to 13 years managing a 
busy parts department 
for a Renault dealer¬ 
ship. 


Del’s Tyres prides 
itself on offering an 
honest, reliable service, 
at very competitive 
prices. 

For all your tyres 


and repairs, please tele¬ 
phone, email or call in 
and see us soon. 
Telephone 01656 
658038 or 07838 
581275. 



• New & Part Worn Tyres Supplied 

• Wheelbalancing • Puncture Repairs 

• Brakes/Exhausts • Oil & Filter Changes 

• Wash & Vac • Full Valets • Reasonable Rates 
•Pick up from Home or Work 

Tel: 01656 658038 Mob: 07838 581275 

Unit 4 Queens Court, Bridgend Industrial Estate, 
CF31 3TQ. E-Mail: info@delstyres.co.uk 



Estate is a great base 
for Town & Country 


T OWN & Country 

Bedrooms are celebrat¬ 
ing their second year on 
Bridgend Industrial Estate 
after moving from Bridgend 
town centre. 

It turns out to be the best move 
they ever made. Managing director, 
Paul Ezard, said: “By combining 
warehouse, workshop and showroom 
facilities, it has enabled us to give the 
customer better service and the very 


best in made to measure fitted bed¬ 
rooms, home office and sliding door 
wardrobes. 

“It’s the best move we ever made.” 

Paul and his team cover all of 
south Wales and often carry out 
bespoke installations all over the 
country. 

“In the last year, we worked in 
London, Bristol, Gloucester, 
Weymouth and Swindon, to name but 
a few places, and it was all on recom¬ 
mendation.” 


Fully Equipped Premises to cater tor All 
Aspects of Bodywork, Including: 

Cars & Comcrcial Ite/w/ra 
Bumper Sculls 

Ful/Re-sprars 
AcoM Damage Repairs 


MotoMe Plastics 

Colour Coding 

[nd of lease Specialists 

Wheel refurbishment 
from [25.00! 


07840757500 

Uiiit21 Ogmore Crescent, Bridgend ind Est, 

Bridgend, CF313TE £'7 

!•/«£ fliV ■ 


Did you know you can 
follow The GEM on Twitter? 

@gem_news 


Fitted Bedroom 
& Home Office 
Specialists 


Ten Good Reasons to choose 
Town & Country Bedrooms 


■ ■■ 


We design and install 
genuine made 
to measure fitted 
bedrooms and 
home office to your 
exact requirements;. 
So call us today and 
book your 

FREE HOME 
CONSULTATION 


Over 30 >u*ra £x*:tr «jr»c«i n f dfaiti 

FuinliM 

10 Yrv?r C-oivrrtrv 1 on ol uots. 
GonuIm moan io maasu't»unis. 

Os%ir lOOO wirtafictt*. r tlxit UgW **■! 

PJtJirr 

ELc^irt ftlinQ by protosUcrw 

lt»JuMf»«tt 

1 h* Utmt 3D Computer *>?•»d rteaiyn 
SCbMJfO 

f J »-: • : ~ •' i- •• »'• v ’ 

a Pul circidM cuftalfudun on 
mo€tf 

9. FREE mw&jro ard oorsotasoo 

10 'fSlifM t»~f Wjrt Ml 

lt>ATV»r«1cfV^t*yt7f*ctr>fjrrR r» yk 






Home Office 


mi 

Cali 
Now!! 

ou ii S a 01656 

Sloping Ccllings/Dormer SpceuUshM 657526 



Fully Fitted Made to 
Measure from only 

£999 

fully fitted by our 
craftsmen with a 10 year 
Guarantee 


F roe standing from only 

£399 

Dftlivared and a&sambtod by our own 
fitters with a S year Guarantee 

Avslabb in B tenjjhs, 2 Heijyils. an) 

7 cab/s wih rurrerojs echo ns 
- ol wood and «*■** - 

doors. 



Literally thousands of 
choices in wood, 
glass and plain 
finishes. 

Made specially 
for you... 


Town & Country Bedrooms 

DESIGN MANUFACTURE INSTALL 

www.townandcountrybedrooms.co.uk 



Unit 1 North Point 
Western Avenue 
Bndgcnd Undustrial Estate 
Bridgend CF31 3RX 

Tel: 01656 657526 
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Chris Davies 


£174,950 


£149,950 


Rhoose 

Llantwit Major 01446 792020 
Barry 01446 700007 

sales@chris-davies.co.uk 


£89,950 


Glebeland Place, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
Family Home 
62ft Rear Garden 


£133,950 


Tresilian Close, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
Extended 

Open Green Fields 


£169,950 


£179,950 


£165,950 


£219,950 


chris-davies.co.uk 


f rightmove...., 


Lets! 


Starling Road, St Athan - £450 pcm 
Two bedrooms, kitchen/diner, GCH 

Woodlands Road, Barry - £475 pcm 
Ground floor apartment, two 
bedrooms, part furnished 

Scott Close, St Athan - £475 pcm 
Three bedrooms, kitchen/diner, GCH 

Murlande Way, Rhoose - £475 pcm 
Modern mid link, Two beds, New 
carpets 

Partridge Road, St Athan - £495 pcm 
Two Bed, Kitchen/diner, GCH 

Pontypridd Road, Barry - £495 pcm 
First Floor, 2 Double Bed flat, Refitted 
Bathroom, Garage 

Pinewood Square, St Athan - £500 pcm 
Two bedrooms, Kitchen/diner, Gardens 

Redwood Close, Boverton - £500 pcm 
Two Bed upper floor flat, Lounge, 
Electric heating 

High Street, Barry - £525 pcm 
Two bed flat, Over two floors, Garden 

Mallory Close, St Athan - £525 pcm 
Three bedroom, kitchen/diner, 
enclosed rear garden 

High Street, Barry - £550 pcm 
Three Bed Flat, Over two floors, 

Garage and garden 

Beaufort Way, Rhoose - £550 pcm 
Two bedrooms, Part-furnished, 
Enclosed rear garden 

Georgian Close, Llantwit 
Major - £625 pcm 
Three bedrooms, kitchen/diner, 
bathroom/shower 

Bell Street, Barry - £625 pcm 
Three bedrooms, Downstairs 
bathroom, enclosed garden 

Manor Park, Llantwit Major - £625 pcm 
Three bed detached property, two 
receptions, garage and driveway 

Harbour Road, Barry - £900 pcm 
Semi detached Victorian property, 

Five bedrooms, Original features 

St Donat's, Llantwit Major - £1,395 pcm 
Four bedrooms, Family bathroom, 
Traditional features 


Call Claire today to book 
a free rental valuation 

01446 791966 

lettings@chris-davies.co.uk 


Llys Dwynwen, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 

Showhome Presentation 
Cloakroom/WC 


Georgian Close, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
No Onward Chain 
Call Today To View 


Hayes Cottage, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
West End Location 
Off Road Parking 




Attention readers! 


Starling Road, St Athan 

2 Bedrooms 
Open Green Aspect 
Ideal First Time Purchase 


Get away from this cold 
weather and treat 
yourself to a 
two bed apartment 
on the golf course. 


Brand new. 
From only £44,000! 


(Only 5 remaining at time 
of going to press) 


Those unlucky to miss out on the incredible bank promotion last October have a second chance at 
this unbelievable offer! Of the 100+ properties that sold out within weeks the bank has re-released 
nine apartments that clients have failed to complete on. You must be able to act quickly and pay a 
10% deposit within seven days. Pick up a property at never to be repeated prices! 

Call Paul now on freephone 0800 135 7503 


Cambrian Avenue, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 

View to the Front Elevation 
South Side Location 
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I Broad Street, Barry CF62 7AA 

Sales: 01446 736888 
Lettings: 01446 734668 hj 

www.homesonview.co.uk Vtt 
www.ninaestateagents.co.uk 01. 


nlna 


website: 

www.ninaestateagents.co.uk 

email: 

enquiries@ninaestateagents.co.uk 


estate 



OFT 

Ftf*d a Property com 


0 proportylir%dec.com 





GLEN MAVIS WAY, BARRY 

Modern semi detached, three double 
bedroomed, through living room/dining 
area, fitted kitchen to front, family 
bathroom, separate wc. Rear garden 
driveway/parking. Spacious living. 

£169,950 


SURAN Y GOG, BARRY 

Modern detached, living room, dining 
room, kitchen/breakfast, utility room, 
wc cloak, integral garage, three 
bedrooms (ensuite). More than ample 
parking. Garage/enclosed garden. 
£189,950 


PORTH Y CASTELL, BARRY 

Stunning detached, three double 
bedrooms, open plan living room, dining 
room and kitchen, wc cloakroom, sitting 
room. Master bedroom leading to sun 
lounge. Sea views across channel. 
Driveway/Garage. 

£429,950 


CLOS MANCHELDOWNE, BARRY 

Modern detached, Well presented. 
Three bedrooms, wc cloakroom, living 
room, kitchen/diner, private enclosecf 
garden. Parking spaces to front. 
Cul de sac position. 

£149,950 


FSB 



MINSTER CLOSE, BARRY 

Modern detached, cul de sac 
position. Living room leading to dining 
room. Conservatory, kitchen, utility 
room, converted garage. Spacious 
side and rear garden. Driveway. 

£169,950 



COLCOT ROAD, BARRY 

Bay fronted. Extended semi detached. 
Living room, dining room, kitchen. 
Three bedrooms. Over 100ft rear 
garden. Garage/driveway, upvc DG, 
gas CH. No chain. 
£199,950 


SEALAWNS, BARRY 

Far reaching sea views. Well presented. 
2nd floor apartment. Living room, two 
bedrooms, kitchen, shower room, 
garage/parking. Viewing recommended. 

£124,950 


HEOL CORSWIGEN, BARRY 

Modern detached. Three bedrooms, wc 
cloakroom, living room, dining room, fitted 
kitchen/breakfast. Master with ensuite. Private 
enclosed garden. Raised deck sun terrace. 

£179,950 



NORDALE RISE, BARRY 

Two bedroomed. Modern mid link. Living room, 2012 fitted 
kitchen/diner, upvc double glazing, gas central heating. Larger 
than average rear garden. Designated parking. 

£92,000 


PHYLLIS STREET, BARRY 

Stunning mid terraced, well presented throughout. Through living 
room, kitchen/diner, off road parking from rear. Low maintenance 
garden, upvc double glazing, gas central heating via combi. No 
forward chain. Viewing highly recommended. 

£109,950 





PHYLLIS STREET, BARRY 

Two bedrooms. Semi detached. Living 
room. Sea views from rear, upvc 
double glazing. Gas central heating. 
No chain. 

£94,950 



COLLARD CRESCENT, BARRY 

Three bedrooms, semi detached, living 
room, dining room, wc cloakroom, 
driveway/garage, upvc DG, gas 
CH via combi, ideal family home. 

£144,950 



GILBERT LANE. BARRY 

Four bedrooms. Detached dwelling. 
Living/dining. Set in private lane with few 
other dwellings. Well presented. Ensuite 
to master. Landscaped rear garden. 
Ample parking/driveway/garage. 
£194,950 


TREMY DON, BARRY 

Spacious corner position. Extended 
detached. Four bedrooms. Living room, 
dining room, two conservatories. Sunken 
pool, summerhouse housing hot tub and 
bar (to remain). Ample parking. 

£329,950 



CHANNEL CLOSE, BARRY 

Modern detached. Living room, dining, 
sitting room, fitted kitchen, shower 
room, wc, three bedrooms, family 
bathroom, shower room wc. 
garage/enclosed garden. 
£160,000 



FONMON PARK ROAD, BARRY 

Modern detached, wc, cloakroom, living 
room, conservatory, fitted kitchen, dining 
room, master with ensuite, level enclosed 
rear garden. Driveway/garage, side accei 
upvc DG. Gas CH. Viewing essential. 

£164,950 



GLADSTONE ROAD, BARRY 

Bay fronted, mid terraced traditional. 
Shower/utility/wc. 21ft through living 
room. Kitchen/diner. Three bedrooms. 
Hobby area in attic with velux window. 
Low maintenance rear garden. 

£124,950 


1 f 

£ 

DOCK VIEW ROAD, BARRY 

Mid terraced traditional. Living room, 
second rec room used as bedroom - 
ensuite. Dining room, kitchen, three 
bedrooms. Shower room, upvc DG, 
Gas CH via replaced combi. 
£117,950 



BOROUGH AVENUE, BARRY 


Extended semi detached. Three 
bedrooms, two rec rooms, fitted 
kitchen, enclosed garden. Driveway 
providing parking. No chain. 


£149,950 



EAST WALK, BARRY 

Extended semi detached. Spacious 23ft 
lounge. Sitting room, kitchen. Utility room 
. Four bedrooms. Garage and driveway, 
Enclosed rear garden. Spacous living 
throughout. 

£164,950 



GIBBONSDOWN CLOSE, BARRY 

Three bedrooms. Semi detached. 
Corner position. Living room, dining 
room, fitted kitchen, garage/parking. 
Cul de sac position. 

£124,950 



GLADSTONE ROAD, BARRY 

Bay fronted, mid terraced traditional. 
Shower/utility/wc. 21ft through living 
room, kitchen/diner. Three bedrooms. 
Hobby area in attic with velux window. 
Low maintenance rear garden. 

£124,950 



CARADOC AVENUE, BARRY 

Semi detached. Three double 
bedrooms. Through living room. Fitted 
kitchen/utility room. First floor bathroom. 
Driveway/detached garage. Enclosed 
rear garden, upvc DG, gas CH. 

£129,950 



LOWER FARM COURT, RHOOSE 

Luxury living. Maintenance free. Approx 11 
years old. Modern dwelling. Four bedrooms 
(ensuite). Refurbished by present owners. 
Luxury kitchen and bathroom. Two rec rooms, 
utility room. Double garage with electric door. 

£374,950 



WYND STREET, BARRY 


Two bedrooms, bay fronted. 
Forecourted front. Immaculate 
presentation. Through living room, 
modern fitted kitchen, enclosed garden- 
lane access. Ideal first time buy. 
£109,500 


COURTLANDS, BARRY 

First floor studio apartment. Open 
plan: living room, kitchen and 
bedroom. Separate bathroom. 
Communal door entry. Maintenance 
free living. No chain. 

£59,500 


SEALAWNS, BARRY 

Lower ground apartment. Two 
bedrooms, spacious living room, 
outside balcony/seating area. 
Fantastic sea views. Garage - 
communal parking. No chain. 

£122,950 


MOUNTBATTEN ROAD, BARRY 


Modern mid terraced. Living/dining 
room, wc cloakroom. Fitted kitchen. 
Two designated parking spaces. 
Enclosed rear garden, 
upvc DG. Gas CH via combi 

£119,950 



LYDSTEP ROAD, BARRY 

Corner positioned, semi detached, 
three bedrooms, living room, dining 
room, fitted kitchen. Garage/parking. 
Enclosed rear garden. 

£119,950 


CLIVE ROAD, BARRY 


Two bedrooms. Sea views from front 
elevation. Double glazed. Gas central 
heating. No chain. Viewing advised. 


£109,950 



LAKIN DRIVE, BARRY 


cu 

4 ' 

i 


Modern detached. Five bedrooms. Spacious family home. 

Two reception rooms, kitchen/diner - integrated appliances. 
Offered with no chain. Driveway/garage. Views overlooking the Vale. 

£299,950 



MAIN STREET, BARRY 

End of terraced. Three bedrooms. 
Through living/dining room. Ground 
floor bathroom. In need of 
modernisation. Gas CH, partially 
upvc DG. Investment property. 

£69,950 



WEST WALK, BARRY 

Spacious plot. Ideal for futher extending (subject 
to usual planning consent) Three bedrooms, 
hobby area in attic. Living room, ground floor 
bathroom. Semi detached. Driveway/garage. 
No chain, enclosed level garden. 

£99,950 




ST NICHOLAS ROAD, BARRY 

Victorian semi. Ideal family home. West End 
location. Two rec rooms. Modern fitted kitchen. 
Three storey. Four bedrooms on 1 st floor. Three 
bedrooms on 2nd floor. Enclosed rear garden. 
Lane access. Driveway providing parking. 

Offers Considered - £244,950 


CLEDWEN CLOSE, BARRY 

Three bedroomed, semi detached. 

Living/dining room. Sitting room 
(converted garage), wc cloakroom. 
Utility room. Cul de sac position. 
Driveway. No chain. 

£159,950 



GLASY LLWYN, BARRY 

Three bedrooms. Modern detached, 
wc cloakroom. Bedroom one with 
ensuite. Living room, dining room, 
kitchen/breakfast. Private enclosed 
garden. Driveway/garage. 
£193,950 



THE LIMPERT, GILESTONE 

Detached dwelling. Versatile living. Currently used as 
bed & breakfast. Converted 16th century boat house. 
Ideal for dual accommodation. Situated on beachfront. 
Separate accommodation over double g arage. Ample 
parking. Five bedrooms. Viewing recommended. 

£599,950 



YEW TREE COURT, BARRY 

Third floor apartment. 

Two bedrooms. Balcony overlooking 
Romilly Park. Fitted kitchen. 
Spacious living room. 
Designated parking. 
£114,950 



TENNYSON ROAD, BARRY 


Three bedroomed, mid linked 
traditional. Well presented. 

Enclosed rear garden. 
Easy access to fink road. 

£102,500 
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Girls football is 
growing in profile 


GIRLS football has 
been growing rapid¬ 
ly in the Vale 
recently with new 
club, Vale Ladies & 
Girls Football Club, 
at the forefront of 
the development of 
the female game. 

The club, which 
launched in the summer 
of 2012, has already 
become one of the largest 
female-only clubs in 


south Wales, having cre¬ 
ated extensive links with 
local schools in all areas 
of the Vale. 

Currently with five 
teams and 85 players 
competing in the South 
Wales Girls League, the 
club is growing on a 
weekly basis with new 
players getting inspired 
to take up the sport. 

As well as running 
existing teams, the club 
have been very proactive 



Lets Move In .co .uk 

Lettings and Property Management 


TO LET 

Tylagarw 
Pontyclun 
2 Bed Semi 
with ensuite. 
Available 
01/04/13 
£525 pern 

Do you have a property to rent? 

We can find you a tenant fast 
for a fixed fee of just £250. 
The lowest fees guaranteed. 

Contact: 

07594 060337 

Email: philip@letsmovein.co.uk 

www.letsmovein.co.uk 

f - rightmove DPS 


in providing opportuni¬ 
ties for girls to experi¬ 
ence football through 
school programmes and 
festivals. 

In November 2012 the 
club launched the first 
'Girls Football Primary 
School League' which 
brings 15 teams from 12 
schools in the area 
together on a fortnightly 
basis to play regular 
friendly matches. 

Chairman Luke 
Williams commented: 
“The club has successful¬ 
ly created links with over 
25 schools in the local 
area as we see this as a 
fundamental area for the 
future growth of the 
game. 

“We offer football for 
girls aged 7-16 and from 
September we will be 
launching our first ladies 
team, creating a pathway 
for players to continue 
playing into their adult 
life. We cater for all abil¬ 
ities so come and give it a 
go!” 

The club are running 
two open evenings on 
Thursday, March 14 - 
5pm-6pm at Penarth 
Leisure Centre and 
Wednesday, March 20 - 
5pm- 6pm at Cadoxton 
Sports Hall, Barry. 

For more information 
please visit our website: 
www.valegirlsfc.co.uk or 
email: info @ vale girls- 
fc.co.uk; follow us on 
Facebook at: www.face- 
book.com/valegirlsfc and 
follow us on Twitter: 
@ ValeGirlsFC. LW 


SILVERWARE 


FOR 

VALE 

SPRING came 
early for the Vale 
Reds Disability 
football club when 
they played at a 
Pan Disability foot¬ 
ball festival at 
Skewen, Neath on 
March 3. 

The club was invited 
to play by Bridgend 
Herons of the West 
Wales league in a tour¬ 
nament containing 10 
teams. 

The Vale Reds got 
off to a good start in 
the over-16s champi¬ 
onship with a 5 - 0 win 
over Swansea City 
Bravehearts and this 
continued for the next 
three matches, with a 2 
-1 win over Swansea 
City VIP’s including a 
goal straight from a 
corner, a 6 - 0 win 
against Cleddau 
Warriors with a hat- 
trick from captain Nic 
Latham and a 3 - 0 
win over Neath Port 
Talbot Dragons with 
goals from Lewis 
Overton. 

The Vale Reds then 
met RCT Tigers from 
the South East Pan 
Disability league that 
they usually play in. 

Both teams know 
each other well and the 
game was very tight 
until Anthony 


THE 

REDS 

Bracther went through 
to score in the first 
half. 

Again the second 
half was very tight 
with both teams hav¬ 
ing good changes but 
again Anthony scored 
his second to give the 
Reds a 2 - 0 lead; a 
late goal from the RCT 
Tigers a minute from 
full time was not 
enough and the Vale 
Reds won the game 2- 
1 . 

The coaches would 
like to thank the play¬ 
ers for the all their 
hard work in training 
which really did pay 
off at the festival; the 
club trains at Ysgol 
Gyfun Bro 
Morgannwg on a 
Wednesday night from 
7pm to 9pm. 

If you have a dis¬ 
ability the Vale Reds 
are holding a open 
evening on Wednesday, 
March 20 from 7pm to 
9pm at Ysgol Gyfun 
Bro Morgannwg; 
please come along to 
this free taster session. 

If you would like 
more information 
please telephone Neil 
on 07827 334818 or see 
the website at 
Valeredsdisabilityfc.btc 
k.co.uk. 

NL 


Scheme gives 
lift to Vale’s high 
flying sports stars 


INTERNATIONA1 
medal hopefuls, 
national champions 
and a skier aiming 
to compete in the 
2014 Winter 

Olympics are 
among the talented 
sportsmen and 
women whose 
sporting ambitions 
are being support¬ 
ed by the Vale of 
Glamorgan 
Council’s sports 
academy scheme. 

The scheme, overseen 
by the council’s sports 
and play development 
team, and run in partner¬ 
ship with Parkwood 
Community Leisure, is 
giving over 30 local 
elite-level athletes free 
use of leisure centres in 
the county to help them 
with their training needs. 

One of those aiming 
for the pinnacle of their 
sport is Rob Taylor, a 
freestyle skier from 
Barry, who is targeting a 
place in Team GB’s Half 
Pipe Ski Squad for the 
Sochi Games in Russia. 

In addition to Rob, the 
sports academy scheme 
is also giving a helping 
hand to a number of 
other talented sportsmen 
and women from the 
Vale such as London 
2012 athlete Brett 


Morse, from Penarth, 
and Barry sprinter Rhys 
Knapman. 

Another athlete 
whose ambitions are 
being supported is 
Jessica Wallington, who 
has recently become a 
guide runner to 
Paralympic athlete 
Tracey Hinton. Jessica 
and Tracey are aiming to 
win medals in this year’s 
World Championships, 
followed by next year’s 
Commonwealth Games 
and then the big one, the 
2016 Paralympics in 
Rio. 

Also on track for the 
Paralympics in Rio is 
19-year-old cyclist 
James Brookman from 
Sully, who is in excellent 
form after setting several 
personal best times in 
training. The Vale 
Council is also rallying 
behind 16-year-old Ellen 
Mahenthiralingham, a 
rising star of Welsh bad¬ 
minton, as well as 19- 
year-old Matt Robinson 
from Llantwit Major, 
who competes in the 
sprint kayak and is part 


of the Canoe Olympic 
Development 
Programme. 

Meanwhile, sailors 
Matilda Matthews, 14, 
and Will Creaven, 16, 
are two sports academy 
scheme members who 
are hoping to emulate 
the sea-faring success of 
the Vale’s most recent 
Olympic medallist, 
Hannah Mills. 

Cllr Gwyn John, the 
Vale Council’s Cabinet 
Member for Leisure, 
said: “We are really 
pleased to be able to 
offer this scheme and 
support talented individ¬ 
uals to reach their poten¬ 
tial on a national and 
international stage. The 
sports academy scheme 
has been running for a 
number of years in the 
Vale and supported ath¬ 
letes such as Nicole 
Cooke earlier in their 
careers. I’m looking for¬ 
ward to seeing how the 
current scheme members 
develop over the next 
few years and wish them 
all the best for the 
future.” 


CALLING ALL SPORTS 

CLUBS AND GROUPS! 

We welcome your reports, 
news and other items of 
interest - email us at: 
gemeditorial@tindlenews. co. uk 


Plassey Street. Penarth. Vale of Glamorgan Home Ownership Scheme 




homes^- 


01446 700840 




Want to own a home of your own? Unable to afford market prices? 
Look no further. Home Ownership could be within reach. 


Two-bedroom flats for sale-£91.000* One-bedroom flats for sale-E77,000* 

1*70% of Markot Value • Cl 30,0001 (*70% of Market Value • Cl 10,0001 


This is s fantastic opportunity to buy a on* or two-bedroom new-burid property In a desirable location, at an affordable price. 

I You wifl need approximately £3,850 for a S% deposit on a one-bedroom fiat and £4.550 on a two-bedroom. 

I To find out more, e-mail housingstrategyevaleofglamor9an.gov.uk or 
. telephone (01446) 709237. 
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New and existing customers - ring for the latest FREE Sky offers 

Free installation of Sky Dish and Sky Box. Free standard installation. 

Cat V extensions HD over Cat V systems installed. 

Digital aerials supplied and installed at competitive prices. 


Sky repairs, adjustments 
and installations. 

/ Coaimvc. 4 ComMitiW 
/ U*smm*-** bur U«p% 
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Is your ariel installer 
Confederation of Aerial Installers 
Certified? Police Checked? 
Using Industry Benchmark Aerials, 
Cables and Accessories? 


This fantastic 
offer is for a 
limited time only, 
call us today 

Probably Wales’ Number I for: 

•Blinds v 

• Shutters f 

♦Awnings SOlar 

• Canopies blincts 


CALL 
PAUL WILLI 


Vale of Glamorgan 
Bridgend 


www.onevisionltd.co.uk 


VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


TV WALL MOUNTING &TV SET UP &TUNE IN SERVICE 

ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 

Tel. TIM on 07980 702229 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
J55V COVERING ALL AREAS 




The Aerial Man (Barry) 


01446 439 306 


01656 349 281 


Elite Sound & Vision 

Digital Aerials from ONLY £49.99 
Sonos Wireless Sound Systems 
Full Home Media 
Entertainment Systems 
HD over Cat 5 and Cat 6 
CCTV • Smart TV Installs 
All work guaranteed 

Freephone 0808 126 1853 
Cowbridge 01446 439 305 


Kitchens •Flooring •Stairs 
Tiling •Maintenance* Patios 
Call Peter 07749 617322 


Aerial & Satellite Installations 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Installation & Repair 

Poor Reception Fixed 
• OAP Discounts 
" • Additional TV Points 
Digital Aerial Installations 
^ “ Free Home Visits 





Freesat Installations www.dangraceaerials.co.uk 

LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 

01446 439125 or 07818 413451 


GRIFFITHS 

CARPENTRY 

r AII Aspects of Carpentry Work Undertaken - Internal and External 


Call Rhys 01446 790384 or 07803 696451 


www.rgriffithscarpentryservices.com 


* BLIND SALE! 

STARLINE 

Awnings & Blinds 


Unit 3 & 4, Western Industrial Estate, Caerphilly 
CF83 1BQ • www.starline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL (029) 2086 0631 


GENUINE 
15% OFF 
SALE^ 


ital 

Aerials 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 331160 or 
Barry 01446 743267 
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CHRIS TAYLOR 

Building Services 

Quality Workmanship. For all your Building 
Requirements & Home Improvements 

30 years Experience - References Available 

tf¥h 07971 229234 Y 
■ > 01446 792788 
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Glamorgan 

Property 

Maintenance 

General Property 
Maintenance & 
Building Work 

“We do it all” 

01446 711023 
or 07950 004049 

info @ gpmaintenance.co.uk 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

® 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.builders@hotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


BARRY & VALE DAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 

PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 






01446 420784 • 07970 642537 


TELE-ELECTRICAL 
SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 

y-jj'jjaT 


R.J.T 

PLASTERING 
& GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass, Roofs, 

Damp Proofing , 

Refurbishments. 

Best Prices. 

Free estimates. 

01446 621690 
or 07920 195775 


jXpi 


VALE CARPETS 

tfuit corner fo you 

100’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the co mf ort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


TIM JENKINS 

Carpet - Vinyl 

Fitting Service | HD Computer 
Solutions 


VALE BLINDS 

(Wales) Ltd 


SALE NOW ON 

• Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds 

• Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds 

• Velux Blinds • Curtain 
Rails/Poles 

• Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 

• Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu Blinds 


Tel: (01446) 
710304 / 07792 733443 




I FREE - Measuring, I 
Estimating and I 
Collection Service I 


Over 20 years Experience 
07983 528 759 
01443 231 695 


■ All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 
> Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 
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• Clean, Tidy & Reliable / • r 

• Insurance Work Undertaken ^ CommerciaC 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering y commercial 

01446 771137 &QuotMicns 
Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 

e-mail: jdrummondl37@gmail.com 


FS Decorating 


For all your 
Interior & Exterior 
Painting & 
Decorating 
20 years experience 


07855 539545 


DAISY • 

DECORATING 

Interior Painter 
& Decorator 

call Joy 07754 809090 


* Septic Tank * 

* Cesspit Emptying * 

* Treatment Plants * 

Floyds is a well 
established service 


m 


£ 


NH 


Painter & 


Decorator 


Time served, Qualified Professional, 
Fast, Clean and Tidy Worker. 

All Insurance Work Undertaken 


www.nhdecorating.co.uk 


01446 772702 or 07505 979078 


Brian flttlay 

DECORATORS 
Interior & Exterior 
Including Coving & Tiling 
Free Estimates 
rhoose 

01446 711817 
07985 663798 


The 

GEM 

01446 

774484 




Professional 
Decorating Service 

• From £80 per day 
• Special Rates OAP’s 
Call Simon on 

07810 866 486 





All Double Glazing Repairs & Maintenance 

puc-V, Aluminium & Timber Windows 

• Misted Units inc. Bevels Brid 


INUUWb |“ 


& Stains 

1 Broken Handles/Hinges 
1 Door Locks Repaired & Upgraded 
1 Replacement Door Panels PR °advk!e NAL 

' New Rubber Seals AND INSURANCE 

1 Fully Qualified Locksmith QUOTATIONS 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 


The GEM 

01446 774484 


ELECTRICIAN 

All electrical work undertaken 
Testing & Inspection 


A. Bradley 

Electrician 

'All eledrical work undertaken 
1 Honest, reliable, qualified service 
No job too small, Call Andy 

07771 781748 
01446 722002 

andy.bradley1@hotmail.co.uk 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 

Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 

APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 

yh -I—“ 

rN Domestic 
I I Installer 

I_I Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmreffeU@hotmail.co.uk 


Cowbridge &Vale Electrical 

All electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency call-out, re-wires, sockets, lights, Security. 

/ / y- /"mm ■ National Inspection Council for 

nizizih lit nSS HI Electrical Installation Contracting 

07885 347642 


-I 1 


Approved Contractor 


INSTALL I 

ELECTRICAL 

Commercial & Domestic 

* All electrical work undertaken 

• Fuse Board Replacement 

* Repairs 

• Installations 

* Fault Finding 

• Maintenance 


FREE VISUAL ELECTRICAL 
SAFETY INSPECTION AVAILABLE 
FOR HOMES & BUSINESSES 


FREE SURVEY 
AVAILABLE V 

01446 733773 7^ 
07816 091425 — 




Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC and Aluminium window and Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 


Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 
8 am ■ 8 pm (7 days) 


Window roc UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 


Gas 

Services 


Combination Boiler 
& LPG Specialist 


Competitive&Reliable 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 


The dH 

01446 774484 


WE SELL 


BOTTLED 

GAS 

Free Local Delivery 
and Collection 

Tel. 01446 771999 

Unit 20, 

Vale Business Park, 
Llandow 

www.randt.co.uk 
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Washing Machines Electric 
Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 


Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 


All types of 
Electrical work 
undertaken. 

Testing, Inspection 
&. Certific ation 

•»* 


07891 965150 
01446 403072 


35 years established company 

C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

INSTALLATION, SERVICE 
& BREAKDOWNS 

for all Gas, Oil, Solid Fuel, LPG 
Static Homes, Caravans, Etc 
Gas, Landlord Safety Checks 
plus Electrical Services 

by fully qualified indentured 
Service Engineers i 98 5oi 

l^Tiinm 


7 year 
warranty on 
Worcester 
Boilers 
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NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, Fencing, 
Patios, Turfing 
Gutters & Facias Cleaned 
Power Washing 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


the 


r Ltd 


Free estimates, fully insured. 

• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 

Home & Garden Care 

Barry & The Vale 

Handyman Service 

All garden maintenance: 
Grass Cutting 
Fencing Repairs 
Low Maintenance 
Garden Conversions. 
No job too small, free quotes, 
friendly advice. Great Prices 

Andy Betts 
Tel 07980 063087 
01446 420059 

Bridge 

Vale 

Tree Services 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 
FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 
HEDGE CUTTING 
& FENCING AVAILABLE 
HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 




Arborwood Tree Care 

Tree pruning • Crown lifting 
Tree felling • Dangerous tree work 
Pollarding • Dead wooding • Hedge cutting 
Tree dismantling • Root pruning 
Ground clearance 

Call us for a friendly, free quote. Fully insured. 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


Garden & Landscaping Services 

| f 1 Award Winning Landscapers & Driveway Installers 

• Regular Grass Cutting • 

• Block Paved & Resinbond Driveways • 

• Patios • Fencing • Decking • 

• Walling • Water Features/Ponds • Turfing • 
www.gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 
Nick: 07790 166480 or 01446 710736 
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K&A Services Ltd 


“A family run business” 


All aspects of general maintenance, 
carpentry, painting, decorating, 
carpet cleaning, gardening, garden 
& household rubbish clearance. 


No task to big or small, just ask! 


Contact: 07970 711879 or 01446 720840 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 




GUY FORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 


Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


5®Gii®®0 ®(? 


Driving School Ltd 

• Lessons from £10.99 • In s tructor training 

• Learn from 14 years of age 

• One week crash courses including test 

• Automatic Vehicles now available 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


LANE WISE 

DRIVING SCHOOL 


First 3 hours 
from £36 

for total beginners 

GIFT VOUCHERS 
AVAILABLE 


01446 719555 
07798 501267 


Call 01446 774484 to 
advertise with The GEM 
and reach 43,000 homes 
from Penarth to 
Porthcawl 
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S.M.Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING - DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing • LPG Specialists 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 2301^ 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, Ty Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 


GAM Plumbing & Heating 

-|^ 1U 01446 735 681 or 07815 097 994 24hrs 
Combination Boiler Specialist 

| ^ Annual Boiler Service only £40 

For all your plumbing and heating requirements^ 


All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

Fast , Friendly Service. 301616 


DCPlumfo>y 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

jIQm » 
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DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation 
Tiling • Electrical 
07876 506982 
01446 740176 53440 


JW Bathrooms 


Plumbing • Tiling 
Plastering • Wet Rooms 
Free estimates 
No job too small 


01446 400225 
07866 470754 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
For all your 
plumbing 
needs. No job _ 
too small 
07526 125982" 
or 01446 753503 



| P EDWARDS 


PLUMBING A 


Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns 
Taps & Washers • Radiators 


01444 7*0127 

MMk > 


07719 003326 

111 41* 04'» t NAMiI 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
&CJV & Tiling 


S 


01446 

794266 



All aspects 
of Plumbing 


NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 


Competitive & Reliable 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 


■ sr 



Unit 12F, Atlantic Trading Estate, 
Barry CF63 3RF 

Tel. 01446 421072 

Email installskiphireltd@hotmail.co.uk 


J.M.C Ryan & Son 

ROOFING - REPAIRS - CARPENTRY 



01656 786336 • Mobile: 07801895425 

Email: jmc_ryan@yahoo.com www.jmcryan.co.uk 


01446 404838 


Silvey Roofing 

• New Roofs/Repairs 
• UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
All new roofs covered by a 10 year 
insurance backed guarantee 
FREE ESTIMATES 
www.silveyroofing.co.uk 

i rr fA 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass Eat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 

Free estimates 
24 hour emergency call out. 
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INSTALL I 

SKIP HIRE LTD 
Mini, Midi & Large 

OJ B Skips S 

Delivered 
& Collected 

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

WASTE COLLECTIONS 

(includes labourers) 

Tipper Hire 
& Digger Hire 
Available 



r Susan Viant 
Re-upholstery 

All aspects of 
re-upholstery underaken. 

Call 

01656 724005 

(day) 

01656 720722 

(evenings) 
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StAthan 

RUBBISH 
& HOUSE 
REMOVALS 


• Grass Cuttings 
House Removal 
Rubbish Removal 
Hedge Trimming 
House Clearance 
Free Quotes 


© 07763 007819 


The 

GEM 

Reaching the 
people from 
Penarth to 
Porthcawl 
Call 01446 
774484 


MATT JAMES 

Professional Tiling 
All aspects of Tiling covered 

Call Matt on 

07522 585034 


Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists^ 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk 



MUSIC 


TUITION : 


Penny 


Weedon Kerr: 


FLCMARCOLGSM \ 


Piano, Keyboard, 1 


Organ and Theory. | 


Beginners to 


Diploma level. 


01446 792171 | 





SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

£125 minimum paid on 
collection, for scrap, 
MOT failures, and tax 
expired vehicles. 
Also body shells and 
scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

02920 597887 
07971 648596 


SCRAP YOUR CAR LEGALLY 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 



VEHICLE RECYCLING 
& SCRAP METALS 


We buy any: Car, Van, Lorry, Bus, 
Scrap Metal, Gold and Silver etc. 

UP TO £20,000 USSeSF 

We will beat any price locally E2J3U for: 
Copper, Lead. Brass, Aluminium, 
Stainless Steel, Household Wire, 
Armour Cable, etc. 

We collect: 
insurance or 3rd party 
writeoffs • Car Shells 
Engines & Gearboxes 


DH Solutions-Vehicle Traders 

Scrap or not we buy the lot CASH 



We buy all cars, vans, lorries and plant. 


wmi minimum any vehicle 
up to £50,000 cash paid 


Free collection for all vehicles at a time 
to best suit you. 


mum minimum any vehicle 
pre 1993 L Registration 


All vehicles quotes are on a complete 
vehicle basis with all the factory components. 
All unsaveable vehicles disposed of in a correct 
and legal manner. 

No wheels, no problem 

www.scrapmetal veh icletrader.co. u k 

07785 943145 or 01446 728137 


WANTED ALL CARS 

Saloons, Hatch, Sports, 4x4, MPV, 
Prestige, Vans, Classic Cars, Etc. 

With or without MoT/Tax. 
Instant Decisions - Instant Cash. 

01446 794866 - 07570 931487 


ONLY 
licensed 
company 
Registered with 
the DVLA and 
Environmental 
Agency in 
Barry 


Call us today on 

01446701707 

(24 Hours) 


SBS SALVAGE Ltd 

BEST CfiSH PRICES 

FOR UNWANTED SCRAP 
£1 to £100,000 

Cars, Vans, Heavy Iron, Engines, 
Copper, Brass, Lead, Aluminium, etc ... 

All vehicles are disposed of in a correct and legal manner. 

07772 054534 or 01446 421034 


Call 01446 774484 
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AWELON HEALTHCARE 

based near Llantwit Major 
require 

Support Workers 

to cover day and night shifts in a residential care 
setting for young adults with learning disabilities and 
challenging behaviour. 

Applicants subject to enhanced CRB. 

Contact Jo on 01446 793544 for an application form. 


GREEN CIRCLE 

require an 

Excavator 

Driver 

with all round 
experience. 

Tel: 01656 668878 


The GEM • 01446 774 484 


The Hair Business 

of Cowbridge 

is recruiting for a 

PA/Business Support 
role, Assistant Host 
and a Trainee Assistant 

If interested, please email 

info @ hairbusiness.co.uk 

or apply via our website at 

www.hairbusiness.co.uk 

Deadline for applications: 
18th March 2013 








BROWN 

Adrian Paul 

Peacefully at the Princess of Wales Hospital, 
Adrian, much loved husband of Hilary, devoted 
father of Lauren, Holly and Ashleigh, loving 
son of Hilary and Paul, brother of Steven, uncle 
of Anastesia, Tamzin, Megan and Alexander. 

Funeral Service at Cardiff and Vale Crematorium, 
Barry on Wednesday, 13th March at 12.45pm. 
No flowers by request. 


WAKEHAM 

Peter 

Sadly on Tuesday 26th February 2013 at 
the Princess of Wales Hospital, Bridgend, 
Peter, a very much loved husband of Anne, 
devoted dad of Simon, Tim and Gemma, 
adored grandad of Chloe, Josh and Jacob. 
Funeral service will take place on Friday 8th March 
2013 in Coychurch Crematorium at 11.00am. 

All further enquires to Rosemount Funeral Home, 
19 Coychurch Road, Bridgend, CF31 3AP. 
Telephone number: - 01656 653156 


GOODALL 

Amelia Agnes 

Peacefully on February 28th in her 95th year, at 
Milsom House Nursing Home with her daughter 
Patricia at her side. Amelia will be sadly missed by 
all who knew her. 

The funeral service will take place on Wednesday, 
13th March at 11am in Coychurch Crematorium. No 
flowers at Amelia’s request, but donations may be 
made to Ty Hafan c/o the Funeral Director 
(cheques only please). 


COOPER 

Valerie 

Suddenly and peacefully Valerie passed away at 
her home in Llantwit Major on February 25, 
after a long illness. Much loved wife of Geoffrey, 
she will be sadly missed by all her family. 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James 
& Sons, Fonmon. Funeral Tuesday March 19, 
service and cremation 2.15pm at Coychurch 
Crematorium, Bridgend. No flowers by request, 
donations in lieu, if desired, to The Osteoporosis 
Society c/o J James, 11 Fonmon Road, Rhoose, 
Vale of Glamorgan CF62 3DZ. 


HARRIS 

Beryl Sophia 

Roy would like to express his sincere th ank s to 
family, friends and neighbours for every expression of 
kindness and sympathy he has received following his 
recent bereavement and also for the generous 
donations received for Cancer Research UK in 
Beryl’s memory. 

Special thanks to Dr Isabelle Graham and nurses. 
Thanks also to Thomas Brothers for their dignity 
and professionalism. 


RICHARDS 

Marjorie 

Marjorie (mother of Carole Pope) slipped away 
peacefully on 27th February 2013 with her 
family at her bedside. 

The funeral will take place on Monday, 11th March 2013 
at St Athan Church at 1.30pm, followed by a service at 
Coychurch Crematorium at 2.45pm. 

She will be sadly missed by all who knew her and flowers 
may be sent to W James & Sons Funeral Home, Fonmon. 


Happy 90th 
Birthday for 
6th March! 

With best wishes 
and lots of love 
from Gaye, Gary, 
Walkiria, Jasmine, 
Naomi, Nicole and 
\^Tony. XXX 



W A Brown '•* Son 


Fun Of ill Direct o< & 


PcfnUroke House. 

College Street LI on twit Major ^ 
01446 792 439 ^ 




THANK YOU 

Sylvia would like to say a big, big, 
thank you to the two ladies who 
helped her when she fell in Gaen 
Street, Barry, on Thursday 
February 28, whilst taking her 
granddaughter and friend home 
from Romilly School. 


tJdappy 90th ‘Birthday 

9\[ancy (Davidge 

From all 
your friends at 

The GEM 

AXt 



Happy 90th Birthday 
and Mother's Day 


10 March 2013 

Love from all the family 

XXX 
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ANDREW WILLIAMS 

HOUSE 

CLEARANCES 

FULL/PART 

Over 20 years experience. 
Sympathetic handling 
of deceased estates, 
used by estate agents 
and solicitors. 

01446 409266 
07885 251742 


Citroen Cl 

White, 18 months old, 
excellent condition, very low 
mileage. Only £20 a year 
tax, very good on petrol. 

£6,000 
01446 771199 
07816 191738 


TReg 

Ford Mondeo 
2.0L Zetec 

Silver, MOT Mid May, 
taxed end April, 84,000 
miles, new front tyres, 
battery, good condition. 

£650 

01446 772117 , 



1996 

NISSAN 

MICRA 

Purple, 6 months MOT, 
good condition, reliable 

£350 ono 

01446 796470 „ 


2003 Peugeot 106 
Independence 

Silver, 64k, Service 
History, PAS, 1 Year MOT, 
excellent throughout, CD. 

£1,495 
01446 794866 
07789 778177 


lPaMo© 


I mm 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 
Planning (Listed Buildings and 
Conservation Areas) Act, 1990 
Town and Country Planning 
(Development Management Procedure) 
(Wales) Order 2012 

Development that may affect a Conservation Area/ 

Datblygu a allai effeithio ar Ardal Gadwraeth 

AApplication No:/ 

2013/00026/FUL 
Two storey extension 
2, St. Augustines Crescent, Penarth 


Rhif y cais: 
Proposak/Cynnig: 
Location:/Lleoliad: 
Conservation Area:/ 
Ardal Gadwraeth 


Penarth 


Details may be inspected for 21 days at the address given below, or 

via http://vogonline.planning-register.co.uk/ 

Gall manylion eu harchwilio am 21 diwrnod yn y cyfeiriad a roddir 
isod, neu drwy http://vogonline.planning-register.co.uk/ 
Dated / Dyddiedig: 7 March, 2013 

M. Goldsworthy, Operational Manager Development & Building Control, 
Vale of Glamorgan Council, Dock Office, Barry. CF63 4RT 


ADVERTISE HERE £12 

inc. VAT - box for 2 weeks. 
To take advantage of this 
offer simply either send in 
your description along with 
a cheque for the 
appropriate amount made 
payable to The Glamorgan 
GEM’ at The GEM, Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge CF71 7EL or 
telephone us with your 
wording by 12 noon 
Tuesday. All major credit 
cards accepted. Tel 01446 
774484. Advert must 
contain a residential land 
line telephone number. You 
may alter your advert as 
items are sold. Sorry no 
refunds are given. 


Two 

Armchairs 

Good condition 

£60 for both, 

but will sell 
separately. 

Tel: 01446 771005 


m ispnli* to**t 
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Graco 
Cleo Pram 

With car seat and 
car seat base. 
Good condition. 

£80. 

Tel: 01446 794246, 


Manhattan 
Gas Fire 

Very modern, with gas 
bottle. Hardly used, 
excellent condition. 

Bought £239, 
sell for £150 ono. 
Tel: 01446 711046 


Natural Bath Stone 
Fireplace Surround 

£300 ono 

Ouantity of hardcore, 
bricks & concrete 

Suit new drive or patio 
- free upon collection. 

Tel: 01446 736162 


Household 

Items 

Hotpoint dryer £90. 
Zanussi washer-jet £150. 

600ml integrated 
dishwasher (new) £140. 
Ewenny Pine Chest £80. 
Tel: 01446 793249 


5.5 Aluminium 
Scaffold Tower 

2 metres x 1.4 metres, 
three platforms, 4 
outriggers and wheels. 

£500 ono 
Tel: 01446 620321 


2 Bedside 
Cabinets 

Stag, mahogany, 4 
drawer (53cm wide x 
72cm high). VGC 
£30 each 
Tel: 01446 771648 


Two Seater 
Brown Modern 
Leather Settee 

£65. 

Tel: 01446 622210 

Please call afternoons 
or evenings only 



6 EM 


IV 


£1036 


Stylish 4-Star 

Mediterranean 

Fly-Cruise 


Rytft? Cirtlt 

t 2 r SupiteWMr 30ia 


C r^of tt* «nr»r» and <o4omi o 4 aorta 
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I T\ 0043 310 1100 OU2 


All adverts are accepted subject 
to our standard terms and 
conditions which are printed 
on our website, and are 
available on request. 

www.cowbridge-today.co.uk 
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Year 7 team 
reach Cup final 



ON February 25, Cowbridge 
Comprehensive’s year 7 rugby 
team played Stanwell in the 
semi-final of the Vale Cup. 

With a disappointing loss in the 
final of the Vale 7’s tournament the 
team had a point to prove. The match 
started, and the teams were very much 
even, but Cowbridge produced the 
first try of the match. 

With the score at 5 - 0, Cowbridge 
were trying to pull away, but Stanwell 
remained strong, and were not ready to 
throw in the towel. 

The second try was run in by Ben 
Jones, playing in an unfamiliar posi¬ 
tion, but still showing his class by 
powering over the line and was pro¬ 
duced by some excellent backs play. 

The ball was popped out to Will 


Jervis, who was the first of seven play¬ 
ers to get their hands on the ball. The 
ball was passed wide to Jack Dixon on 
the wing, who finished the move in 
style. The score was on 15 - 0, and the 
Cowbridge were ready to put the 
match to bed. 

The second half started, and 
Cowbridge were now starting to pro¬ 
duce the rugby they are capable of. 
Reuben Williams ran over two tries in 
the second half, to make the score 29 - 
0. Before the end of the game, two 
more tries were scored, and the game 
finished 39 - 0. 

Well done year 7, the final awaits 
us, where Bro Morgannwg will be 
waiting; it will be a tough game. 

Players of the match: Declan 
Brooks and Reuben Williams. 


Under-12s’ second 
loss of the season 


ON a deceptively 
cold Sunday morn¬ 
ing, Cowbridge 
under-12s suc¬ 
cumbed to their sec¬ 
ond defeat of the 
season, this time at 
home to local rivals 
Pencoed. 

This is the first home 
defeat the team have suf¬ 
fered in two seasons and 
will test the team’s spirit 
to see how they bounce 
back this week. 

During the first ten 
minutes both teams test¬ 
ed their opponent’s 
defence, but there 
seemed no way through. 
Both fly-halfs were kick¬ 
ing intelligently out of 
defence making their 
opponents play rugby in 
their own halves. 

The deadlock was bro¬ 
ken half way through the 
first half when Pencoed 
won a scrum against the 
head, deep inside the 
Cowbridge 22. The pow¬ 
erful Pencoed number 8 
picked up the ball at the 
base of the scrum and 
scored in the comer. 5-0 
to Pencoed. 

Cowbridge responded 
straight away, Ben Jones, 
the Cowbridge open side 
made a great turnover 
and set off on a powerful 
mn down the Pencoed 
touchline. 

Taking a few defend¬ 
ers with him, Jones 
showed deft hands by 
off-loading the ball from 
behind his back, to his 
back row partner Iestyn 
Fenn. Fenn slipped down 
the blind side to scamper 
over unopposed to level 
the scores. loan Williams 
made a great effort with 
the conversion, just to 


fall short. 

Pencoed replied in 
exactly the same way as 
Cowbridge did by scor¬ 
ing straight from the 
restart. A knock on from 
the kick off by 
Cowbridge gave Pencoed 
an attacking scmm just 
outside the Cowbridge 
22 . 

An excellent training 
ground backs move by 
Pencoed resulted in their 
flying full back going 
over for the game’s deci¬ 
sive try without a 
Cowbridge hand being 
laid on him. 

In the cold conditions 
a few handling errors by 
Cowbridge allowed a 
few try scoring opportu¬ 
nities to go begging. 
There were few clear cut 
chances in the second 
half for either team, but 


with the game drawing to 
a close Cowbridge 
attacked from deep 
inside their own 22. 

Some good passing by 
the backs put Ruben 
Williams clear, who set 
off on a powerful mn, 
fending off a number of 
Pencoed defenders. 

However, to 

Pencoed’s credit, even 
after Williams had beaten 
several players, their 
defence was still not 
beaten and Williams was 
bundled into touch. 

Overall a tough loss 
for the boys, but with a 
number of boys back 
from illness and injury 
next week they need to 
demonstrate a good team 
spirit, and get back to 
winning ways. 

GJ 


ROLLERCOASTER DAY AT PF INTERNATIONAL... 

But local driver Tom lands 
Winter Championship glory! 


A fine display of 
driving saw Tom 
Harvey crowned the 
Winter Series 
Champion with an 
outstanding drive 
from the back of the 
field to a podium 
position to secure 
enough points to 
collect the champi¬ 
onship. 

Earlier in the day 
Harvey's chances of win¬ 
ning the championship 
took a blow as he was 
excluded by the officials 
from his first heat fol¬ 
lowing numerous false 
starts and had to watch 
the race unfold from the 
sidelines. 

However, after the 
race he was reinstated 
into the results with a 
27th place finish. For the 
second heat Harvey was 
starting towards the back 
of the grid, where he 
made a fantastic start 
making up 21 places 


within the first two laps 
which saw him move up 
to 6th place, only to be 
given a drive through 
penalty which put him to 
the back of the field. 

He returned to the 
track and made back 5 
places and eventually 
finishing 23rd. 

The second heat was 
not all bad luck as Tom's 
outstanding pace saw 
him break the lap record 
with a time of 57.69 sec¬ 
onds. 

With these unfortunate 
results from the heats this 
put Tom into the B Final 
and he knew it would 
require a top 4 finish to 
qualify for the points 
scoring final. 

He duly delivered the 
result with a first class 
drive that saw him take 
the race win with a con¬ 
trolled drive to preserve 
his tyres for the main 
final. 

With a 16 point lead 
going into the final round 
Tom knew exactly what 



Pencoed youth 
edge Tondu 


THE Ospreys B 
League match at 
the Recreation 
Ground between 
Pencoed youth and 
Tondu was played 
in good spirit 
throughout with 
passive scrums 
from the outset. 

Pencoed in general 
created more opportuni¬ 
ties, but over eagerness 
on occasion spoiled sev¬ 
eral scoring chances, this 
allied to good Tondu 
defence. 

For Pencoed, loose 
head prop forward Sam 
Burke was the outstand¬ 
ing player, with Adam 
Williams at outside half 
controlling matters well. 

Pencoed’s tries came 
from Jamie Pensom, 
Jack Griffiths, Morgan 
Jones, Connor Jones and 
Leyshon, with Pensom 
adding a penalty goal. 

Pencoed youth are 
next scheduled to meet 
Pentyrch in a home 
friendly (1pm kick off ) 


prior to the Wales v 
England international, 
and resume league 
activity against Bridgend 
Sports at home on March 
23, 2.30pm kick off. 
Pencoed under-lOs 
Pencoed under-lOs 
were certainly at the 
double against their 
Vale opposition, 

Cowbridge and 

Llantwit Major, 

recording a brace of 
wins. 

The under-10s com¬ 
fortably defeated 

Cowbridge 35-5, with 
tries coming from 
Morgan Hopkins (2) 
Ywan Smith (2) and the 
prolific Sam Hay man 
Tucker (2). 

Llantwit Major 
proved to be a much 
sterner test, Pencoed get¬ 
ting home 35-30. 

Pencoed tries came 
from Jack Evans, Sam 
Hayman Tucker, Morgan 
Hopkins (2) Ywan Smith 
(2) and, with his first try 
for the club, Josh James - 
congratulations Josh. 

TR 


was required for the final 
race of the day. 

His main champi¬ 
onship rival, Oliver 
Pidgley, was starting in 
3rd place whilst Harvey 
was at the other end of 
the grid in 33rd; if 
Pidgley was to secure the 
race win this would 
require Harvey to secure 
a top 12 finish to become 
the champion. 

After 4 months of 
close racing the champi¬ 
onship would be decided 
on the last race, and it 
looked like all the pres¬ 
sure was on Harvey as he 
sat waiting patiently at 
the back of the grid for 
the race to get underway. 

What unfolded was a 
display of supreme driv¬ 
ing talent as the 15 year 
old kept his nerve and 
drove his way through 
the field, picking off 
karts in front of him at 
complete ease. 

Once he made up 15 
places into 18th position 
there was a small gap 
appearing ahead of him 
and this meant that it was 
going to be hard to catch 
the leading group, mean¬ 
while at the front main 
rival Pidgley was battling 
for the lead. 

Over the next few laps 
Tom closed the gap and 
made some of the finest 
overtaking moves to 
make it into a champi¬ 
onship winning position. 

In the last 4 laps 
Harvey displayed his 
supremacy over the other 
drivers by making his 
way up to third as the 
chequered flag was 


waved. 

"I knew it was possi¬ 
ble, even starting from 
the back - you know your 
quick when you break 
the lap record and my 
goal was to get to the 
front to prove that I'm a 
worthy winner, " said an 
enthused Harvey. 

With two race wins, a 
second and third place 
finish, Harvey stood 
proud at the top of the 
Championship standings 
with 232 points, 21 ahead 
of nearest rival Pidgley. 


Harvey's KR Sport 
team were delighted with 
taking the 

Championship, stating: 
'Tom's been a front run¬ 
ner throughout the series, 
he's very determined and 
always wants to win. He 
has again demonstrated 
this weekend why he is 
one of the top contenders 
in the fiercely competi¬ 
tive Junior Rotax class; 
this sets him up well for 
the start of the British 
Championship next 

month” JR 


Under- 10s in derby extravaganza 


THE bitter cold on 
Sunday morning was not 
enough to cool the excite¬ 
ment of spectators at a 
rugby derby extravagan¬ 
za, as Cowbridge under- 
10s fielded two teams 
against visiting sides 
Pencoed and Llantwit 
Major. 

The morning commenced 
with the two Cowbridge sides 
taking on the two Llantwit 
Major sides. 

Cowbridge A team got off to 
a flying start with Iwan Bartle- 
Thomas and Lloyd Bennett 
quickly securing two tries. A 
Llantwit try in response did not 
deter the home side and Lloyd 
Bennett's legendary hard hitting 
performance earned him a sec¬ 
ond try, soon to be followed by 
an Oliver Jarmaine interception 


score. 

Halftime saw Llantwit Major 
dig deep and pull back with two 
tries but Cowbridge proved 
their resilience with well struc¬ 
tured play leading to two further 
tries from loan Davies and Jack 
Reilly. Final score Cowbridge A 
7, Llantwit Major A 3. 

Cowbridge B played an 
excellent team game against 
Llantwit Major B, arguably 
delivering their most solid per¬ 
formance this season through 
outstanding support play. 

Hard graft and line breaking 
forward play from iron man Jay 
Downes opened up successive 
scoring opportunities for his 
team mates. Downes scored 
three tries, with flying wing 
James Gilvear scoring five tries, 
Harri Howkins scoring two 
tries, and Harry Crane and 
Elisedd Greenwood scoring a 
try each. Final score Cowbridge 


B 14, Llantwit Major B 3. 

The other visiting side, 
Pencoed, were unable to field 
two full sides but their strength 
on the pitch was not to be under 
estimated. 

Cowbridge A, bruised and 
weary from their contest against 
Llantwit, struggled to break a 
strong Pencoed defence. 
Excellent play from both sides 
resulted in a tough and exciting 
first half that delivered only one 
try for the visitors. 

Halftime saw a wholesale 
change of players for 
Cowbridge as the B squad took 
the field for the second half. A 
rested B team took their chances 
resulting in a Jay Downes try, 
but Pencoed kept the upper 
hand as they responded with 
two further tries to close the 
play. Final score Cowbridge 1, 
Pencoed 3. 

As Cowbridge under-10s pre¬ 


pare for their forthcoming 
spring tour, entering successive 
tournaments at Esher and 
London Irish Rugby Clubs in 
April, the weekend's perform¬ 
ances were evidence of the hard 
work being put in by both play¬ 
ers and coaches. 

The coaches, players and par¬ 
ents would like to thank Sinclair 
Motors for their sponsorship 
donation towards the tour. 

Cowbridge A: Charlie Locke, 
Jake Williams, Lloyd Bennett, 
Jack Riley, Oliver Jarmaine, 
loan Davies, Aled Leitch, Rhys 
Williams, Iwan Bartle-Thomas, 
Harry Whittaker, David Harris, 
McKinley Parsons. 

Cowbridge B: Jay Downes, 
James Gilvear, Matthew 
Gilvear, Tom Pugh, Elisedd 
Greenwood, Ellis Howells, Sam 
Coates, Harry Crane, Robbie 
Hawkins, Harri Howkins, Joe 
Marshman. WL 


Cup run comes 
to an end for 
the under- 16s’ 


LLANTWIT 
MAJOR under- 
16B’s cup run came 
to an end on 
Saturday, losing to 
Cowbridge 5-2 at St 
Brides. 

Tom Rawlings again 
added to his impressive 
goal scoring record with 
a goal, Dan Jennings 
adding the other, howev¬ 
er the focus will now be 
on continuing the good 
form in the league and 
aim for a top four finish. 

Llantwit Major under- 
16A completed impres¬ 
sive back to back wins, 
defeating top of the 
league Cogan 2-1 with 
goals from Gabe Oram 
and Richard Stevens fol¬ 
lowed by a 4-0 victory 
over current cup holders 
Penarth, which takes 
Phil and Russell’s boys 
into the quarter final. 

First half goals from 
Will Perkins, Richard 
Stevens and Kirstian 
Jones (2) sealed the vic¬ 
tory while the back four 


of Richard Dangerfield, 
Ben Jones, Matt Cassidy 
and Harvey Stockford 
were instrumental in 
keeping a clean sheet 

Llantwit Major under- 
13 A defeated Cowbridge 
4-0 in the cup with a 
superb team perform¬ 
ance, battling hard from 
the start. 

The tie was all but 
won by half time with 
Llantwit going in 3-0 up 
thanks to goals from 
Morgan Gore, Lewis 
Brown and a super effort 
from Liam Butcher. 

A tireless perform¬ 
ance in the second half 
ensured Llantwit kept a 
clean sheet and Moses 
Gee added a fourth to 
ensure a passage into the 
semi finals. 

Joe Baker produced 
another good perform¬ 
ance in goal and Luke 
Beattie walked off with 
the man of the match 
award for an outstanding 
performance in midfield. 

SC 


Local runner 
goes around 
the world! 

PHILIP MANFIELD from Barry, will be join¬ 
ing over 1,000 runners from the Mr Men and 
Little Miss team at this year’s Virgin London 
Marathon on Sunday, April 21 as they attempt 
to run over 25,000 miles, the earth’s circum¬ 
ference, to mark the 25th anniversary for 
Children with Cancer UK. 

To help Children with Cancer UK raise essential 
funds to continue the fight against childhood cancer, 
visit www.childrenwithcancer.org.uk for more infor¬ 
mation. 
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THIS READY-TO-RUN BERLINGO 
EVEN HAS ROOM FOR A COOKER! 


A FRIEND 

needs a bro¬ 
ken cooker 
replacing immedi¬ 
ately; I suggest 
repairing it - but 
he says it costs 
more to repair 
than to replace. 

He is frustrated that 
only the four hobs on 
his Beko work and that 
an element for the grill 
and oven needs replac¬ 
ing at considerable 
expense, which isn’t 
justifiable. 


“Older cookers don’t 
have built in redundan¬ 
cy,” my cynical friend 
claims, “like all new 
appliances, which are 
designed to fail so that 
the manufacturer and 
their supply chain con¬ 
tinue to make money 
after the product has 
been sold.” 

Now, normally, I 
wouldn’t be able to 
help him because first¬ 
ly I am no electrician 
and secondly, even 
with the best will in the 
world, a cooker will 



v. 


LANDOW 


van ciMitrf* 


1 Van Sales-Spares-Repairs 
1 Van MOT Preparation 

1 Vehicle Recovery- 
Collection and Delivery 


Tel: 01446 793550 or 793540 
Mobile: 07810 350433 

Unit I OVale Business Park, Llandow 


MOTORING 
by TIM SAUNDERS 


not fit in the back of 
my old Ford Fiesta. 

But this week, I’m 
driving a shiny new 
Citroen Berlingo van 
with double doors at 
the rear and a helpful 
sliding door at the side. 

So I suggest that we 
pop down to this 
reconditioning special¬ 
ist I know not far from 
where I live and see 
what they can offer. 

He’s delighted, 
because he was fretting 
about how he would 
transport a cooker if he 
found one. 

And he’s even hap¬ 
pier when he learns 
that there are three 
seats in the Berlingo 
cabin, so his girlfriend 
can come along, too. 

Inside, the cabin is 
comfortable and, just 
like the exterior, it is 
reminiscent of the 
Peugeot Partner van, 
that I tested a few 
weeks ago. 

Air conditioning, 
electric windows and a 
decent stereo all come 
as standard and the 
five-speed manual 
gearbox is easy to use. 


The diesel engine is 
responsive and eco¬ 
nomical. 

Anyway, they find a 
cooker for under £100 
and we take it away 
there and then. It’s fair¬ 
ly easy for us to 
manoeuvre it into the 
back of the van, shov¬ 
ing it through the dou¬ 
ble doors on its back, 
and then my friend 
opens the sliding door 
and jumps through to 
pull it into the rear. 

There’s a step inside 
the sliding door that 
makes getting into it 
fairly easy. 

“The Citroen 
Berlingo has ruled the 
small panel van market 
since it was launched 
in 1996,” says Parkers, 
the car experts. 

“A market leader 
through virtue as well 
as value, the second 
generation Berlingo 
(introduced in 2008) 
offers a raft of 
improvements over the 
previous model, which 
make the arguments for 
choosing one even 
more compelling. 

“Two body lengths 


are now available and 
many new features, 
including a collapsible 
passenger seat to 
increase load length for 
especially long items. 

“The ready-to-run 
range includes factory- 
produced specialist 
conversions including 
glass-carriers, dual-fuel 
LPG models and tem¬ 
perature-controlled 
vans.” 

Citroen Berlingo 
1.6HDi diesel; New 
price range: £13,289 - 
£18,879. Economy: 
over 50mpg. Power: 
90bhp. Top speed: 
over 1 OOmph. 

Watch the video at 
www. te stdri ve s .biz 



ABOVE: 

The Citroen Berlingo 
1.6HDi diesel went 
down very well with 
motoring correspon¬ 
dent Tim Sauders. 


CAR HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 


ChipsAway 

Professional quality repairs at a fraction of 
bodyshop costs 

✓'Quick ✓'Convenient v^Fu Ily guaranteed 
Paintwork Scratches 
Bumper Scuffs Alloy Wheels 

To arrange a free no obligation estimate call 


Paul Jarvis 07904 840202 


MOBILE SERVICE 

Alternatively, call 

0800 028 7878 

or visit _ 

www.chipsaway.co.uk 
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Ford Foe ut 
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ftnJ S Mri 

TnartiporUr 

Mefc^jesReomii 

)PEN 7 DAY 




(01656) 

•660160 
FUI Mil *v*kit*» on our **t*it* 
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THE NUMBER 1 
FOR TYRES IN 
SOUTH WALES 


BETTER 


4A 

Bridgend Industrial Estate ^ Brridlcy Road, off Penarth Rood 

01656 657424 029 20 221201 
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www.cettlctyrea.co.uk 
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Our amazing offers 
EXTENDED at 



TOYOTA 


ALWAY S A 
BETTER UiAV 



Plus when you order your 
new “13 plate” Toyota 
before 31st March you 
can choose lof3 offers 


A FREE PRIVATE NUMBER PLATE* 



OR A FREE iPAD* 


OR A FREE 32” LCD HD TV 



pm4 *»W t#* 
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A.B SERVICE CENTRE 


Diesel Particulate 
Filter Removal 

No more limp mode or 
annoying lights. 

Lifetime Software Guarantee. 


EGR Deletion 

No more having to buy 
expensive EGR valves. 

Lifetime Software Guarantee 



MOT’S 



Vehicle Remapping 

Eco Tune - Fuel Economy gains 

of up to 17%. 

Performance Tune - performance 
gains of up to 35%. 

50/50 - Increase fuel economy & power. 



Car Diagnostics 


Any make, any model. 
The most up to date 
equipment available. 



Car 


All Repair Work 
Undertaken At lo 
Competitive Prices berviCing 


Cardiff Road, Barry, Vale of Glamorgan CF63 2NW AI1 "? a i or 


www.abservicecentre.co.uk 

Tel. 01446 735591 


WE ARE OPEN 

Monday - Friday 8.30am-5.30pm 
Saturday 8.30am - 1.00pm 


credit 
cards 
accepted 




08 58 BMW 520D S4 4-Dr Saloon. Black, 1 
Owner, Diesel, 6 Speed, Parking Sensors, 
Cruise & Climate Control, MFSW, 83k. 


04 54 HONDA Civic 1.6 VTec Executive 
5-Dr. Spearmint, Full Black Leather, Heated 
Seats, Air Con, CD Player, Alloys, 73k. 


07 07 HONDA Civic 1.8 l-VTEC SE 
5-Dr. Grey, FSH, 6 Speed, Climate 
Control, MFSW, Alloys, CD Player, 81k 


05 55 PEUGEOT 307 2.0 TDR Cabriolet. 
Red, Dual Climate Control, Parking Sensor, 
CD Player, Air Con, E/Windows, 62k. 


07 57 VAUXHALL Astra 1.9 CDTi SRi (120) 
3-Dr. Beige, Diesel, FSH, Air Con, Alloys, CD 
Player, MFSW, E/Windows, C/Locking, 58k 




735555 www.abcarsalesltd.co.uk 


SAT NAV 
CF63 2NW 
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53 MERCEDES 320 CLK 
Auto Avantgarde 

In ice blue, full learner trim, 
stylish sports coupe at 

£3,995 



04 SMART City Pulse 
Automatic 

Red/black two tone, £30 road tax 

£1,995 



upe 

Elegance Auto 

In Met Grey with full leather, 16,000 miles, sat nav 

£5,995 



09 Nissan Micra 
1.4 Convertible 

In silver , 1 local owner, only 

£4,995 



08 PEUGEOT 308 1.4S 5-dr 

In silver, 66,000 miles, 
low insurance 

£4,995 


2000 MAZDA MX5 
California 

In Yellow, 51,000 miles, very nice example at 

£3,495 


07 JAGUAR XKR 4.2 
Auto 

Met grey with beige leather, 53,000 miles 

£22,995 


08 FORD C-Max Zetec 
1.6 Diesel 

Met blue, 51,000 miles 

£7,695 


JUST A SELECTION OF OUR STOCK... 


07 JAGUAR XKR 4.2 Auto. Met grey with beige leather, 
53,000 miles, fantastic value at .£22,995 

59 BMW Z4 S Drive 2.5 Auto. Met blue with white leather, 

39,000 miles, £7,500 of extras when new.£17,995 

60 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 2.0 Diesel FS Match in met 

burgundy, 69,000 miles with sat nav.£11,495 

10 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SE Auto. Met blue, one owner, 

38,000 miles. Host of extras.£7,995 

09 VAUXHALL Vectra 1.9 Diesel (150) Elite. In Pacific 

Silver, 46,000 miles, fantastic value .£7,995 

08 FORD C-Max Zetec 1.6 Diesel in met blue, 51,000 
miles .£7,695 

59 FIAT 500 1.2 Sport in yellow, 15,000 miles, a/c, cd, etc, 

£30 road tax, low insurance.£6,995 

56 JAGUAR XType 2 litre diesel SE. In met silver with 

beige leather trim, 73,000 miles, sat nav .£6,495 

09 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 1.9TDi SE Estate. In silver, FSH, 

fantastic value, new shape at.£5,995 

09 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SXi 5-Dr. In silver, 43,000 miles, 

low insurance.£5,995 

58 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 1.9 TDi Match 5-dr. In silver, 

86121 miles, a/c, alloys etc .£5,995 

08 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 Design 5-dr. In silver, 11,000 
miles. Fantastic value at.£5,995 

11 PEUGEOT 107 Urban Lite 1.0 3-dr in yellow, 5,000 

miles, £20 road tax.£5,995 

09 PEUGEOT 407 1.6 HDi ST. In burgundy, 59,000 miles, 
high spec, large diesel.£5,995 

57 SKODA Superb V6 Elegance Auto. In met grey with full 

leather, 16,000 miles, sat nav.£5,995 

06 HONDA Civic 2.2 Diesel ES 5-Dr. In silver, 65,000 miles 
with pan roof .£5,995 

58 TOYOTA Yaris 1.0 T2 5-dr. In silver, 25,000 miles, low 

insurance.£5,495 

58 TOYOTA Yaris 1.3 TR 5-dr. In red with a/c, cd, 
alloys .£5,695 

60 NISSAN Pixo 1.0 N-Tec 5-dr. In silver, 27,000 miles, 1 

owner.£5,495 

60 VOLKSWAGEN Fox (55) 1.2 3-dr. In silver, 21,000 

miles, low insurance.£5,495 

09 NISSAN Micra 1.4 Convertible. In silver, 1 local owner, 

only .£4,995 

58 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Style Climate 3-dr. In metallic red, 

48,000 miles .£4,995 

08 PEUGEOT 308 1.4S 5-dr in silver, 66,000 miles, low 

insurance.£4,995 

08 CITROEN C3 1.4 ‘Cachet’. In silver, 15,000 miles, 1 

owner.£4,995 

57 VAUXHALL Tigra 1.4 Exclusive Convertible in black 

with black leather, 65,000 miles, 1 owner.£4,995 

56 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique Convertible In 

silver, 44,000 miles, low running costs.£3,995 

54 LANDROVER Freelander 1.8SE 5-dr. In silver, 74,000 

miles with a/c, leather etc.£4,995 

03 MINI Cooper ‘S’. Electric blue/white roof, black 1/2 
leather, 72,000 miles, looks superb .£4,995 


59 BMW Z4 S Drive 2.5 Auto 

Met blue, white leather, 39,000 miles, 
£7,500 of extras when new 

£17,995 


56 CITROEN C4 VTS Coupe. In met grey, 39,000 miles, 

high spec example at .£4,795 

57 SMART ForTwo Passion. In silver, 48,000 miles with 

leather, h/seats, a/c .£4,495 

07 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Zetec Climate 5-Dr. In met silver, 

57,000 miles, low insurance.£4,495 

X MERCEDES 320 SLK Auto. Electric blue with full leather 

trim, 82,000 miles, convertible .£4,495 

57 RENAULT Megane 1.5DCi Dynamique. In met blue, 

59,000 miles, 1 owner, full glass roof.£4,295 

56 PEUGEOT 207 1.4S 5-Dr. In black, 39,000 miles, low 

running costs.£3,995 

55 SMART Fourtwo Passion Convertible. In orange/ 

silver, 35,000 miles with a/c.£3,995 

55 FORD C-Max 2.0 Ghia Auto. In met grey, 71,000 miles, 
fantastic value at .£3,995 

55 VOLKSWAGEN Polo 1.4 (75) S 3-dr. In black, 53,000 

miles with a/c, c/d, etc .£3,995 

05 VAUXHALL Tigra 1.4 Twin Belt In silver blue, 52,000 
miles, convertible at.£3,995 

53 MERCEDES 320 CLK Auto Avantgarde. In ice blue, full 

leather trim, stylish sports coupe at .£3,995 

03 MERCEDES C200 Komp Classic SE Auto in silver with 

grey leather, 79,000 miles .£3,995 

02 JEEP Grand Cherokee 4.0 Auto. In black with black 
leather, 83,000 miles. This 4x4 runs on petrol or LPG . . 

.£3,995 

56 FIAT Grand Punto 1.2 Dynamic 5-dr in met grey, 

48,000 miles, low running costs.£3,695 

07 VAUXHALL Vectra 1.8 Exclusive 5-dr in met blue. Ideal 

family hatch at .£3,495 

06 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique Convertible in 
silver. Fantastic value.£3,495 

55 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique Convertible. In met 

gold, 51,000 miles .£3,495 

04 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique Convertible. In 
silver, 24,000 miles.£3,495 

56 FORD Ka Collection In Violet Metallic, 18,000 miles 

from new .£2,995 

05 PEUGEOT 206 SE 1.6 5-dr in electric blue, 51,000 
miles, a/c, c/d, etc .£2,995 

54 RENAULT Clio 1.4 Expression Automatic 5-dr in dark 

met green, 44,000 miles.£2,995 

54 FORD Focus 1.4 LX 3-dr. In black, 58,000 miles, low 
insurance.£2,695 

54 HYUNDAI Coupe 2.0 SE. In silver/black leather, 90,000 

miles, with Air con, alloys, etc.£2,195 

55 HYUNDAI Accent 1.3 GSi 5-dr. In black, 75,000 miles 

.£1,995 

04 SMART City Pulse Automatic. In red/black, two tone, 

£30 road tax.£1,995 

53 PEUGEOT 206 GTi in ice blue met, 70,000 miles with 

a/c, cruise control, cd.£1,995 

05 DAEWOO Lacetti 1.4 SE 5-Dr. In met blue, 77,000 
miles, CD, e/windows, c/locking .£1,995 



60 VOLKSWAGEN 
Golf 2.0 Diesel FS Match 

Met burgundy, 69,000 miles with sat nav 

£11,495 



02 JEEP Grand Cherokee 4.0 Auto 

In black with black leather, 83,000 miles. 
This 4x4 runs on petrol or LPG. 

£3,995 



56 JAGUAR X-Type 2 litre Diesel SE 

Met silver with beige leather trimm, 
73,000 miles with sat nav 

£6,495 



03 MINI Cooper 'S' 

Electric blue/white roof, black half leather, 
72,000 miles, looks superb. 

£4,995 


R3C 


All cars supplied with new MoT and 3 months RAC warranty. 

Just a small sefection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


R3C 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT ALL • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE • ALL CARS HPi CLEAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 


□ 


MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 
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Its not the way you're used to having your car serviced 

Its Better! 



BMW - Mercedes Benz - Porsche - Audi & VW Specialists 

Former Dealer Staff • Cutting Edge Manufacturer Diagnostics & Equipment 

Up to 60% saving on dealer prices without cutting comers or quality 

RAC Inspected Garage with 100% RAC Rating plus Full OFT Approval 

Free Courtesy Cars or Free Vehicle Collection / Drop Off service 

From Servicing, New Keys, ECUs, Engines, Gearboxes to Valeting and Bodywork; 

If the dealer can do it, so can we! 



The Technical Specialists for Advanced German VehicU 

5 & 10 Woodham Road, Barry Docks CF63 4JE 
www.permoveo.ltd.uk 

0800 033 7807 or 01446 732272 
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I T is interesting to reflect that when the Wales 
team line up against Scotland at Murrayfield 
on Saturday, it will be the 118th clash in a 
Celtic rivalry that began all of 130 years ago, on 
January 8,1883 at Raeburn Place. 

That inaugural Four Nations match saw Scotland tri¬ 
umph, in the scoring system of the time, by three goals to 
one, and it spearheaded early years of success for the men 
from the north, before the rugby tide turned with the 
meteoric arrival of Wales’ first ‘golden age’ at the turn of 
the century. 

Of the 117 games played since, Wales have won 66, to 
Scotland’s 48, with three matches drawn - marked by 
some notable, entertaining encounters over the years and 
wonderful moments that stick in the memory. 

Gareth Edwards’ lung-bursting race to score in the cor¬ 
ner at Cardiff Arms Park in 1972, and Phil Bennett’s 
weaving run to touch down under the posts at Murrayfield 
in 1977, are just two memorable incidents that can still 
raise the pulse rate when recalled in nostalgic TV replays. 

Their exploits, of course, were firmly rooted in another 
exuberant Welsh ‘golden age’ in the 70s, when confidence 
was high and unshakeable - while today’s talented young 
team are only now emerging from a run of morale-sapping 
defeats, buoyed by two grimly close-fought victories over 
France and Italy. It will take time to fully regain the confi¬ 
dence and belief that produced three Grand Slams since 
2005 - but time is in short supply, with the Scots lying in 
wait on Saturday, also with two Six Nations wins under 
their interim head coach Scott Johnson, including the 
shock 12-8 victory over Ireland. 

Scotland have won 32 of their 58 home matches against 
Wales, and are also a team slowly growing in confidence 


BACK PAGE COMMENT 

by Don John 

after recent upheavals. 

Johnson knows the Welsh camp well from his time as 
assistant team coach and they will have targeted this fix¬ 
ture as one that can continue their mini revival. 

However, Wales can draw encouragement from the fact 
that in 11 meetings over the last 10 years, Scotland have 
prevailed only twice - 30-22 in 2003 (a defeat avenged by 
Wales in a 23-9 World Cup warm-up just a few months 
later), and 21-9 in 2007. 

Both Scottish victories were at Murrayfield, but against 
that, Wales have won three of the five matches in Scotland 
over those 10 years, including a record-breaking 24-point 
margin between the two sides in the 46-22 Grand Slam tri¬ 
umph in 2005. 

The Scots also helped Wales towards last year’s Grand 
Slam in Cardiff, when Leigh Halfpenny scored 22 points in 
his team’s 27-13 win, with a brace of tries and pin-point 
accuracy with the boot, after taking over the place kicking 
duties. 

So the stage seems set for another lively encounter in the 
Scottish capital, traditionally one of the most popular Six 
Nations stop-overs for the travelling army of Welsh rugby 
followers, 

Much will depend on the pack’s ability to generate the 
awesome scrum power that overwhelmed Italy (who are 
expected to be elbowed aside at an expectant Twickenham 
this weekend), and thus lay the basis for a climactic Six 
Nations showdown with Wales in Cardiff the following 
week. 

One man who will be taking more than a passing interest 


in the key front row battles is legendary All Black hooker 
and captain, Sean Fitzpatrick, who was the guest speaker 
at a charity dinner in the Bear Hotel, Cowbridge, last 
Thursday. 

Now domiciled in England and a highly-respected media 
pundit, he gave some penetrating insights into New 
Zealand’s winning mentality, and just what it means to 
pull on the revered jersey, summed up in the phrase - “ the 
culture has never changed, once an All Black, always an All 
Blackr 

He is clearly impressed by the current English set-up, 
saying: “/Cs quite scary. They are physically bigger and 
stronger than the rest of the world. ” 

Wales will soon have a chance to make a statement of 
their own in that regard - and hopefully prove that size 
isn’t everything. 

First though, they must concentrate on the immediate 
task in hand at Edinburgh this Saturday. 

TEAM: Leigh Halfpenny (Blues); Alex Cuthbert (Blues), 
Jonathan Davies (Scarlets), Jamie Roberts (Blues), George 
North (Scarlets), Dan Biggar (Ospreys), Mike Phillips 
(Bayonne); Paul James (Bath), Richard Hibbard (Ospreys), 
Adam Jones (Ospreys), Alun Wyn Jones (Ospreys), Ian 
Evans (Ospreys), Ryan Jones (capt, Ospreys), Sam 
Warburton (Blues), Toby Faletau (Dragons). 

Replacements: Ken Owens (Scarlets), Scott Andrews 
(Blues), Ryan Bevington (Ospreys), Andrew Coombs 
(Dragons), Justin Tipuric (Ospreys), Lloyd Williams (Blues), 
James Hook (Perpignan), Scott Williams (Scarlets). 


Tornado 
for Evan 


EVAN 
WILLIAMS’S 
seven-year-old 
Tornado In Milan 
stormed home to a 
five lengths win in 
the handicap hur¬ 
dle race at 
Plumpton last 
Monday under sta¬ 
ble jockey Paul 
Moloney. 


Tornado In Milan, 
who was returned the 7- 
4 favourite, was the first 
leg of a double for 
Moloney, who also won 
the bumper (National 
Hunt Flat race) on 
Anteros. 

JAMES CHALKS 
UP 200TH WIN¬ 
NER 

Cowbridge’s James 
Tudor, who is assistant 


VAN HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 


• Bppe-s 

• Tr*r* 4 s 

• WT Transporter* 

• ScrrOBTB 

• Jumbo Van* 

• Luton Renw# 

• Vans 

• Tipper Qrucfco 

• Cm* tab diopitiofi 




Full detail* avoJable on our te 

www.wickvanhire.co.uk 


storms home 


COWBRIDGE DARTS 
LEAGUE ROUND-UP 


at Plumpton 


trainer to Llancarfan’s 
Evan Williams, went 
one better than his boss 
when chalking-up his 
200th point-to-point 
winner on Rosies 
Peacock in the men’s 
open race at the Curre 
& Llangibby Hunt 
Point-To-Point 
Steeplechases last 
Sunday. 

Whereas Evan 

notched-up 199 winners 
before hanging-up his 
riding boots, James has 
gone one better and a 
double at Howick has 
brought him to the 
magic 200 winner mark. 

The only other rider 
from the Vale to have 
ridden 200 or more win¬ 
ners is Cowbridge 
farmer John Llewellyn, 
who was a steward at the 
meeting. 

James, who has also 
partnered 28 winners 
under rules, had brought 
his tally of wins to 199 
when winning the previ¬ 
ous race - the restricted - 
on Leslie Woodhouse’s 
The Rubber Man who 
won easily from 
Kingspark Boy. 

Rosies Peacock, 
owned,trained and bred 
by Pembrokeshire’s 


David Llewellyn, was in 
a handy position 
throughout and went 
clear three fences from 
home out to score by 
seven lengths from Rae 
Jones’s Up There - a 
previous winner of the 
race. 

Beth Roberts’ 

Chesnut Annie, who has 
won a number of times 
over the Howick course, 
had to play second fiddle 
on this occasion to 
Charlotte Evans’ Oca De 
Thaix, who was always 
going just a bit better 
than Chesnut Annie and 
had three lengths to 
spare over her. 

There were plenty of 
cheers for owner 
William Corrigan and 
trainer Roger Willcox 
after six-year-old chest¬ 
nut gelding Two 
Hotshots won the first 
division of the open 
maiden race. Two 
Hotshots, who could go 
hunter chasing, was well 
riddden by Llanharan’s 
Evan David and won by 
five lengths from the 
James Tudor partnered 
Easily Pleased. 

The second division 
went to Neil Adams’ 
Hawkeye Native who, 


ridden by Mathew 
Barber, won by 15 
lengths from 

DontTellMeThat. 

The members’ race 
was won by Doc Wells a 
ten-year-old bay gelding 
owned by Tom Laulkner 
and trained by his rider 
Chris West. Ben’s Folly, 
owned by Aberthin’s 
Tim Vaughan and 
trained by his wife Abbi, 
clocked the day’s fastest 
time when winning the 
confined race under 
Bradley Gibbs, 18, who 
rides out for the 
Vaughans. 

At the Duke of 
Beaufort meeting on 
Saturday, Evan David 
and his brother Tom 
both rode winners.Tom 
was successful in the 
club members’ race on 
Fruit Fay re and Evan 
took the restricted on 
David Brace’s Son Of 
Swallow, which beat the 
odds-on favourite Tony 
partnered by Evan’s 
brother Tom! 

The Brecon & 
Talybont Point-To-Point 
Steeplechases take place 
at Flanfrynach on 
Saturday (first race 1 
pm). 

BRIAN LEE 


ON February 26, 
the Cowbridge 
darts league reach 
the two-thirds 
point. 

With the top of the 
table clash, the 
Edmondes B versus 
Llanharry, postponed, 
attention switched to the 
games involving the 
Edmondes A and the 
Hare and Hounds, the 
two teams chasing third 
place. 

It was advantage 
Edmondes ’, as they won 
away at the Cross Inn 7- 
2, with the Hare and 
Hounds winning only 6- 
3 at home against the 
Came Arms. 

In the other matches 
the Old Post Ladies lost 
3-6 to the White Lion 
while the Highwayman 
Inn lost 4-5 to the 
Farmers Arms. 

Present league stand¬ 
ings: Llanharry (73 
points), Edmondes B 
(69), Edmondes A (62), 
Hare and Hounds (58), 
White Lion (47), Carne 
Arms (45), Farmers 
Arms (44), Old Post 
Ladies (36), Cross Inn & 
Highwayman Inn (35). 

On March 12, there is 
another full programme 
of league matches sched¬ 
uled; the Edmondes A 
host the Carne Arms, the 
Old Post Ladies host the 


Edmondes B, the 
Farmers Arms host the 
Cross Inn, the White 
Lion host the 
Highwayman Inn and 
Llanharry host the Hare 
and Hounds. 

All matches start at 
8.30pm and spectators 
are always welcome. 

Interested in playing 
darts next season? Then 


please get in touch with 
the league via e-mail, 
cowbridgedarts@ google 
mail.com, and register 
your interest. 

Up-to-date informa¬ 
tion on upcoming match¬ 
es, league results and the 
league table can be 
found on the website, 
www. darts, apsn. co. uk. 

PT 


Under-7s pipped 
by fine late try 


COWBRIDGE under- 
7s welcomed a strong, 
well organised 

Pencoed outfit in a 
game played in bitter¬ 
ly cold conditions. 

Pencoed scored two 
tries but Cowbridge 
fought back with a good 
score in the comer from 
Henry Whitehouse fol¬ 
lowing a run by Ben 
Stephenson. 

Pencoed ran in further 
tries but Cowbridge were 
not to be outdone with 
Henry Whitehouse dou¬ 
bling his tally, following 
a dashing mn by James 
Lord. Despite their 
efforts, however, 

Cowbridge were trailing 
4-2 at half time. 

The second half start¬ 
ed brightly for 
Cowbridge with a bril¬ 


liant individual try from 
Osian Bruce bringing 
them within a score. 
Pencoed scored which 
was answered by Osian 
after a determined run by 
loan Phillips. 

Pencoed increased 
their lead but a mn and 
pass by Joe Davies set 
James Lord free to 
zigzag his way through 
the defence and score. 

Cowbridge kept 
Pencoed at bay with 
important tags from 
Henry Pugh, Charlie 
Berkley Smith and 
James Collingridge. 

Yet their resistance 
was finally broken as 
Pencoed ran in their last 
try, thanks to some scin¬ 
tillating running from 
their star girl. Final score 
7 - 5 to Pencoed. 

PS 




























